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THE 


INFORMATION 
OF 
Joſiah Keeling, 


OF THE 


Pariſh of St. Butolph without Aldgate, 
IN THE 


County of Middleſex,Salter, 


Taken the 12th. of June, 168 3. 


H I S Informant depoſeth and faith, That 
ſome time before that His Majeſty went 
laſt to Newmarket, about a Fortnight or 
Three Weeks, as he remembers, Mr. R:- 
chard Goodenough ( U nder-Sheriff to Mr. 

Bethel and Mr. Corniſh, late Eherith of London ) did at 

the Sun-Tavern, behind the Royal Exchange, take this In- 

formant afide, and ask him how many Men, he, this Infor- 
mant, could procure to take away the Life of the King, 
and Duke of Tork: He having begun his Diſcourſe with this 

Informant, by telling him that we ( meaning thereby him- 

ſelf, this Informant, and other Citizens of London ) were 

like to be in Slavery, and to loſe Our Charter : To which 

Queſtion this Inf rmant anſwered, to the beft of his re- 

membrance, That he could not procure any to — 
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Work. This Informant fixrther faith, That meeting the 
ſaid Goad-no:% a fecond time, while His Majeſty was yet 
at N:warket, he told this Informant, That the only way 
to prevent ſhedding of Blood, was to take off the King and 
Dake privately, and renewed his former Requeſt to me 
( this Informant }) to procnre what Men I could, towards 
tie Effedting of it ; and upon this Occaſion he met me 
often in L©:don, and came down to my Houle, This In- 
formant further ſaith, That he at the Solicitation of the 
faid Gooderoup!r, aud others, did ſpeak to divers Perſons, 
that Mr. Goodenozzh had told this Informant, there were 
ſeveral Men that would be Concerned in taking off the King 
and the Duke, and they wanted More to make up their 
Complement, which were to be Forty in Number. Among 
the Perions that this Informant ipoke to, there were Three, 
wiz. james Burton, of Wapping White Chappel , Chee(- 

onger ; Mitiam Thompſon, Carver, of the fame; and 
Andrew Barber, Inftrument-maker, of the ſame: That 
Meeting by Appointment, at the Mytcr-Tavern within 
Aids.rtr, with one Richard Rumbaid a Malſter-man, living 
at a Place called, The Rye ( if this Informant miſtake not 
the Name ) within two miles of Hoddeſderr, in the County 
of Hertit:r, or thereabouts, did agree on the Saturday 
next before His Majeſty's Return from Newmarket laſt, to 
go down to the Rve, being the Houſe of the atoreſaid 
Rumba'd, and there to Effect their Deſign of taking off the 
king and the Dnke. The manner whereby they Propoſed 
this ſhould be Ette&ted, That the ſaid R:1mbald's Houſs, 
where they were to Meet, being by the High-ways fide, 
they that were to be Actors in the Fact, were to hide them- 
ſelves under a Wall, or a Pale ; and when His Majeſty's 
Coach ſhould come over-againſt the ſaid Wall or Pale, 
Three or Four were to Shoot with Blunderbuſles at the 
Poſtilion and the Horſes ; and if the Horſes ſhould not 
Drop, then there were to be Two Men with an empty 
Cart in the Lane near the Place, who in the Habit of La- 
bourers ſhould run the Cart thwart the Lane, and fo'to 
ſtop the Horſes ; beſides thoſe that were to Shoot the 
Poftilion and Hortes, there were ſcveral appointed to Shoot 
into the Coach where His Majeſty was to be, and others to 
Shoot at the Guaids that ſhauld be attending the Coach. 


This Informant turthet faith; That ineetirg with any 
ere 
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bert W:ſt, of the Midd'e Temple, Barriſter, they went to 
the Do/phin Tavern in Bartholomew Lane, behind the Royal 
— where they met the ſaid Rumbald, and one Hone 
of Southwark , ( as this Informant believes he was either a 
Carpenter or a Joyner) and they Diſcourſing together, 
when His Majeſty would come Home from Newmarket, 
Mr. Rumbald ſaid, He heard that he would come that night : 
Mr. W:ſ# ſaid he had heard that His Majeſty would not 
come till Monday ; and, faid he, I hope he will not come 
till Saturday, that is the Saturday come Sennight. To 
which Rumbald replyed, I hope fo too. If he do not, 
ſaid Mr. W:/# to Rumbald, why then how many Swan- 
Quills ? how many Gooſe-Quills? and how many pair of 
Crow-Quills, will or muſt you have? Whereto Rumbald 
anſwered, Six Swan-Quills, Twenty Gooſe-Quills, Twen- 
ty or Thirty ( the Intormant doth not exactly remember 
which ) pair of Crow-Quills, with Ink and Sand proporti- 
onable. This Informant asking, either the ſaid We/?, or 
elſe the ſaid Rumbald, what was meant by thoſe ſeveral 
ſorts of Quills ; Was anſwered, That by the firſt were 
meant, Blunderbufles ; by the ſecond, Muskets ; by the 
third, Caſes of Piſtols ; by the Ink and Sand, Powder 
and Bullet. This Informant ſeeing Rumbald the ſame Week 
that His Majefty returned Home, told him he had ſeen the 
King pafling by his Houſe, and that if he had but Five 
Men with him, he could have done his Bufineſs, and the 
Dukes, for that there were but Five Life- Guard men with 
them. This Informant further ſaith, That the ſaid Goode- 
2014gh about a Fortnight ago,came to this Informants Houſe, 
2nd going from thence to the Coffee-Houſe, he told him, 
after he had pulled out ſome Papers, that he this Informant 
muſt take one of the ſaid Papers 3 who asking the faid 
Goodenough, what he muſt do with it ; he the faid Good- 
enough anſwered, that he muſt take to his afſiſtance nine or 
ten Men, ſuch as he could truſt, to the end they might 
conſult all the Houſe-keepers, Journey-men and Appren- 
tices, to ſee what number of Men might be raiſed upon 
occaſion, either to juſtify the ACt, if the King and Duke 
ſhould be taken off, or it not, what ſtrength could be 
made up in caſe of an InſurreCtion or a Rebellion: And 
he being told by this Informant, that we were well, in- 
deed better than any other Nation, ( that is) much hap- 
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pier if we could be quiet, otherwiſe we ſhould involve the 
Nation in Blood and Confuſion ; He replyed, That he was 
clearly for taking off the King and the Duke, and then 
there ſhould be quickly an end to it : And this Informant 
further ſaith, That the two Papers now produced by him, 
were delivered to him by the ſaid Goodenorgh, and that 
the Paper beginning with theſe words, v:7..4.From Whrtc- 
Chappel Southeaſt, and ending Round Goodmans Fields, 
was Written with Goodenoughs own hand,. as this Infor- 
mant believes. And this Informant ſaith, That he had 
received a third Paper from the ſaid Goodenough, which 
he gave into the hands of one Foſeph Helby a Carver of 
Limehouſe, who put it into his Pocket, but ſaid he would 
not meddle in it. This Informant turther faith, That the 
aid Goodenorgh told him he had divided the City and Su- 
burbs into Twenty Parts, and ſhewed this Informant the 
Names of the Diviſions in Writing, having,as he ſaid, taken 
it out of the Map. In the Company of the ſaid Goodenough 
and this Informant was one W17:.12 Rumbaldthe Brother of 
the ſaid Richard Rumbald;to whom a Paper was offered, but 
he would not meddle. In each Divifion there was to be 
one Principal Man, to take to his affiftance eight or 
nine more as he thought convenient : but he Named none 
of them to this Informant. T his Informant further faith, 
That on Thurſday laſt he going into the Saiutation-Tavern 
in Lumbard Street, was told there were above Stairs ſome 
Acquaintance of his ; he going up, found the faid Good- 
enough there, together with one We, Nelthorp, and the 
aforeſaid H:/?, all Barriſters at Law ; they called this De- 
ponent in Jeſt by the Name of G:/:c; and he asking them 
what they meant by it, they told him, Gu/zck was a brave 
Fellow and headed the People at Cologne, and they hoped 
to ice this Informant do the fame at Wapping ; and they 
asked how their Friends did in Wappriig, and what Strength 
they could make there: Fhe Informant anſwered, They 
would do well enough there, and concluded they were 
privy to the Deſign. In this Company was one they cal- 
led Captain Ha/cor,who went over with the Earl of Shaft/- 
b:iry, and came back with his Corps ; as alſo one they 
called Colonel, whoſe Name this Informant does not 
know. This Informant turther (aith, That the ſaid R:- 
chard Rumba.d in the Converfation above mentioned with 
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the ſaid Burton, Thompſon, and Barber and this 

affirmed, That to take off the King and the Duke would 
be a keeping of one of the Ten Commandments, fince it 
would prevent a Rebellion, whereby abundance of Blood 
muſt be ſhed. This Informant further ſaith, That he ask- 
ing Weſt and Goodenorgh on the Thur/day above mention- 
ed, what Care was taken for Arms, he was-anſwerd, That 
he need not take care of that, for there was Proviſion al- 
ready made; and that the faid Weſt recommended Secre- 
cy above all things to this Deponent, otherwiſe the preſent 
Defign miſcarrying, they ſhould never be able to Retrieve 
it. Weſt further told this Deponent on Eaſter Eve, That 
fince the Deſign to be executed upon the King's Return 
from Newmarket had failed, they intended to take the 
King and Duke off between Windſor and Hampton Court. 


Tofiah Keeling. 
12 Die Junii 1683. 


Foſiab Keeling, 
Fnratus fuit Coram 


me, 
L. Jenkins. 


—_— 


The Joint Information of Joſiah Keeling, 
of the Pariſh of St. Burolph without Ald- 
gate, 2 the County of Middleſex, Salter, 


and of John Keeling of the Pariſh of 
St. Anne Black-Fryers, C:ti/2en and Tur- 
ner, taken the 14th of June, 1683. 


vi þ Heſe Informants being in Company with Richard 
Goodenough, this 14th day of June, between the 
hours of Twelve and One, at the Dolphin-Tavern behind 
the Exchange 3 and the ſaid Joſiah Keeling asking him 


What Account he had of thoſe Twenty Diviſions _ 
y : 2 
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had made of the City, or to that effect ; He Anſwered, 
That he had an Account of Lee a Dyer in Old-Street, Mid- 
dleſex,and that he could raiſe him 500 Men : And the ſaid 
Goodenough being asked by the ſaid Informants where thoſe 
Men ſhould have Arms and Ammunition, and alſo where 
other Men that were deſigned to be Raiſed ſhould have 
the like: It was Replyed by the ſaid Goodenouph, That 
there were Twenty thouſand Pounds already promiſed, 
which ſhould be had upon Demand, and that the ſaid 
Mony was to be diftributed to the Twenty Principal Un- 
dertakers, proportionably to the Liſts of Men they brought 
inz or the ſaid Gordenorzgh Replied to -that Effect: 
The faid Goodenouph further adding, That the Duke of 
Monmouth , and all his Friends would be concerned in 
raiſing the faid Mony ; And that the faid Duke would be 
at the Head of the faid Party, which they propounded to . 
be Four Thouſand in Number, and that many more would 
quickly fallin, And the ſaid Goodenough further ſaid, that 
a certain Colonel ( whom the Informant takes to be Co- 
lonel Romſey ) would advance Eight hundred or a Thou- 
ſand Pounds towards Paying for Arms. And the ſaid Good- 
enough further ſaid, that Wade the Counſellor of Br:ſto/, or 
thereabouts, Kept in Town two or three hundred pounds, 
towards paying for Arms. And the ſaid Goodenough being 
asked what he would Contribute towards the carrying on of 
the ſaid Deſign, ( he being a Rich Man ) he anſwered that 
he had about threeſcore pounds in Plate, and fifty or three- 
ſcore pounds in Gold, and had he more it ſhould all go to 
the fame uſe ; And the ſaid Foſiah asking him what Pro- 
viſion of Horſe there was, the ſaid Goodenough anſwered 
that there were a Hundred ready, and Men to Mount them, 
and if occafhon be, there ſhould be more in readineſs ; 
and the faid Informants further ſay, that the ſaid Joſiah, 
being asked by the ſaid Gocd-1012h, what Progrets he had 
made upon thoſe Papers he had entrufted with him, and 
Fojirh ſhewing him the Paper of Number Three ( which 
Goodenor;gh owned to have been delivered by him to the 
faid Foſnith, with two Papers more ) and telling him ail 
was well enough with vs, but asking him withal, what 
we ſhould do for Arms and Ammunition, he the ſaid Good- 
e012h anſwered, that it there was Faith in Men, Mony 
Mould not be wanting to buy Arms and Anumunition, an 
that 
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that he was to meet this night them that _ _ 
concerned. And theſe Intormants fay that the faid Fofi 

( being defirous to pry into the ſecrets of their defign againft 
the Tower ) propounded to the faid Go that a 
Perſon with the Staff of a Conſtable ſhould bring in a 
Man bound as an offender before the Lieutenant, or Ma- 
jor Roe ; and that at the ſame time, another Perſon ſhould 
be brought in upon the ſame Colour, and by that means 
ſecure the Guard at the Gate, till ſuch time that a Body 
of Men which was to be lodged in the Corner-honſe of 
Thames-ſtreet, or the next to it, ſhould come to their 
help; For which propoſal the ſaid Goodenough applauded 
the ſaid Foſiah very much, clapping him upon the back. 


And the Informant Joſiah asking what to fſatixfy our Peo- 
ple we ſhould do for a few Arms, he anſwered, that the 


ſaid Foſiah fhould have Mony to buy them. Foſiab then 
askt him what Gun-{mith he would recommend him to, 
adding whether he had not beſt deal with Mr. Weft's 
( meaning Mr. Weſt the Lawyer's Gun-\mith )? Whereto 
the ſaid Goodenough anſwered, that Gun-{mith was a very 
honeſt Fellow, and that he need not diſtruſt him: The 
ſaid Joſiah further askt him, ſaying, you muſt have ſome 
Arms; Are thoſe diſpoſed that were to be ſent to Ry- ? 
Whereto Goodenough anſwered they were not. Then the 
ſaid Foſiah askt him if they were at Weſt's Honſe, or at 
the Gun-ſmiths ; Whereto Goodenough anſwered, they were 
at the Gun-ſmiths, who lived in Shreer-/ane, on the left 
hand, as one goes from Fleet-ſtreet : And the ſaid Fofiab 
asking the ſaid Goodenough whither they went on with their 
Deſign of Killing the King and the Duke between Windjſcr 
and Hampton-Court ; he the ſaid Goodenorgh replyed No, 
becauſe they did not uſually go together, but they would 
do it at the Bull-Feaſt, in Lyoz-Fields. And theſe Intor- 
mants further ſay Not. 


14 Die Funii 1683. 
Farati Predifli Foban, Foſiab Keeling. 
&* Foſiab Coram me, Jobn Keeling. 


L. Jenkins, 


The 
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The Joint Information of Joſiah Keeling, 
of the Pariſh of St. Butolph without Ald- 
gate, in the County of Middlelex, Salter, 

a#d of John Keeling of the Pariſh of 
Sr. Anne Black-Fryers, Citizex and 
Turner, June the 15th, 1683. 


'*: H E Informants ſay, that being in the Company of 
Richard Goodenough at the Sun-Tavern behind the 


Royal Exchange, between the hours of One and Three of 
the Clock on the 15th. day of this inſtant June, 1683. 
They asked the ſaid mub__ what Perſons of Quality 
would be concerned: He the faid Goodenough Replyed, that 
he had diſcourſed /:/l;am Lord Ruſſell, Son to the Earl 
of Bedford ; and that. the ſaid Lord Ryſſe! told the afore- 
faid Goodenough, that he would be concerned in it to his 
ntmoſt, and that he would uſe all his intereſt to accompliſh 
the aforeſaid deſign of killing the King, and the Duke of 

York: And theſe Informants further ſay, That asking the 1 
ſaid Goodencugh, what Colonel that was that yefterday he 
the ſaid G gh told the Informants, Fofiah and Fohn, 
would advance eight hundred or a thoufand pounds towards 
carrying on the defign of Killing the King and Duke, he 
the ſaid Goodenonugh Replyed, it was Colonel Rom/cy ; and 
the Informant Foj14h ask'd the ſaid Goodenough whether it 
was that Romſey that Married the Lady Smith, and had 
ON Forces in Portugal tor his Majefty, (i.e.) the 

ing of Enzland, he Replied it was. 


Witneſs Our hands Toftah Keeling. 


this 15th. day of 
Jane, 1683, John Keeling. 


The 
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The Information of Joſiah Keeling, =—_ 
«pon Oath at Hampton-Court, te 23 
of June, 1683. 


N D this Informant further faith, that ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen, vi. Mr. Roope, Mr. Fitton Gerald and Mr. 
Allen and one other, whoſe Name this Informant hath 
forgot, who as they ſaid came to viſit their honeſt Wap- 
ping Men, that this Informant would recommend to them 
for ſuch, and alſo to Dine with them at ſome Tavern, 
which was the Fortune at Wapping, where was Mr. Samuel 
Gibs, Mr. Edmund Hunt, Mr. Robert Ferguen, with ſeve- 
ral other Perſons that this Informant doth not remember, 
where the aforeſaid Gentlemen began to drink Healths, 
ſome of which were as followeth 3 To the Man that juſt 
draws his Sword in defence of the Proteſtant Religion 4- 
ainſt Popery and Slavery ; Another was, To the Confi- 
on of the Two Brothers, Slavery and Popery; and being 
askt what they meant ( as this Informant verily believeth ) 
it was Replyed, the Two Brothers at Whitehal ; The next 
was, To the pinning of Mackinny's Head on the Monume: t 
for burning the City in 66. And this Informant askirg 
what was meant, they ſaid it was the Duke of Tork. And 
this Informant Dining at the Horſhove-Tavern on Tomwer- 
hill, with Edward Norton Eſq; Mr. Starkey, Mr. Ogle, Mr. 
Goodenough, and others, forgot - by this Informant, they 
drank the foreſaid Healths,' and did explain them as the 
aforeſaid Company did. And this Informant further ſaith, 
that Fran. Goodenough ſent a Letter to this Informant by 
one” "Cherry, to acquaint the ſaid Informant, that the 
ſaid Goodenough, would with ſome other Gentlemen 
Dine at the End of the Town, where this Informant dwel- 
leth,and that this Informant would ſpeak to ſuch Men as he 
could truſt, to mect the aforeſaid perſons at the Siracu/a - 
Houſe; There came with the aforefaid Gooder:orugh one 
Fohn Row late Sword-Bearer at Briſto/: with a Dorſer-ſhire 
Gentleman whoſe name this Informant hath forgot ; a'fo 
at the ſame Meeting was Mr. Edmund Himt, Andrew B.r- 
ber, William Tomſon, James Burton, as this Informant 
verily believes, with ſeveral others forgot, where it was 
1M agreed 
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agreed, we ſhould diſcourſe fo that it might not be under- 
ſtood if we were over-heard, Then the queſtion was, if 
the Foot-ball was laid down, how many we might reaſon- 
ably expect would come in at fiift laying of it down from 
Our end of the Town to play at it? To Which it was 
repiyed, it was unce:tain, but as many as were there would 
be concerned; to witch it was anſwered by Row, Hud 
Gmdenough, it we would not in a little time Kick the Ball 
eftectnally, we ſhuuld be made Slaves, for faith Rem, the 
Lord Mayor hath impoſed Sieritts upon you, and the King 
will take away your Charter, and then you'll be in a fine 
Condition, and Go-denough fpake to the ſamepurpofe ;z up- 
on which Hunt replyed, That he could do as much gonad as 
any body, for that Foot-ball Players often got broken ſhins, 
and he the faid Hunt could Cure them. And this Infor- 
mant further faith, that this diſcourſe was grounded upon 
this Foundation, What Men can be railed againſt the Church- 
warden at Whitzhal, which was underſtood the King. And 
this Informant further faith, that K:chard Goodenorgh, and 
Rich.trd Ritmba:, told this Informant, that there was a Re- 
monſt:ance or Declaration ready drawn up, Which would 
be Printed againſt the day that this deſigned Commotion 
was to be, wherein they would eafe the People of Chimney 
Mony, which ſeemed to be moſt Grievous, eſpecially to 
the Common People, and that they would lay the Kings 
Death upon the Papiſts as a continued defign of the for- 
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Copy of a Note given in by Foſah Keeling 
the 23 of June, and by him received 
from Goodenoug h. 


From the Tower Eaſtward on the South-fide of 
Roſemary-lane to Maidenhead-lane, the Weft- 
fide of Maidenhead-lane , the North-fide of 
Upper Shadwell, eſt ward to new Gravel-lane, 
the IWeft-fide of new Gravel-lane to the Thames, 
and by the Thames to the Tower. 


The Streets and Allies of Note within the bounds. 


St. Katherine's. 
5p _ __ 
Ratcliffj-High-way. 
V: Aualirng-Offic. 
Butcher-Row. 
Redcroſs-Street. 


Armitage. 


Niobtingal-lane. 
pos ar : 
Redmead-lane. 


Wappmg. 
Gun-ally. 
Crofs-ally. 
Well-ally. 


S$alters-ally. 
Green Bank. 
Re 
ump-=ally. 
pvc 


Back-ally 4 


Warners-Tard. 


Meeting-houſe-ally, 
OldG 527 ay 
Brewers-lane. 
Tobacco-pipe-ally, 
Cinamon-S$treet. 
Crown-Street, 
Queen-Street. 
King Edward's Street. 
K2ng-Street. 
Carmans-Rents. 
Crown Tar 
Harrow-ally, 

Seven Star-ally. 
Garter Tard. 
Weſt's Garden. 
Blew-gate field. 
Fleece-Iard. 
Chamberlain's-ally. 
Frankland-Street. 
Match-Walk, 


With all other Places within the outbounds not named. 
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The Information of Thomas Shepard, #a- 
ken by the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Sunderland, &c. June the 27th, 1683. 


" Ome time before my Lord Shajrsbury went for Holland, 
the Duke of Monmonth, Lord Gray, Lord Ruſſel, Sir 
Trom.1s Armſtrong, Col. Remfey, and Mr. Fergu/on, met at 
my Houſe m Abchurck-/anz, where the ſubject of their 
Difcoorfe was how to ſeize your Majeſties Guards, and in 
order thereunto, as I afterwards at their next meeting was 
Intormed, the Duke, Lord Gray, and Sir Thomas Armſtrong, 
walked about that end of the Town, one night, and gave 
an account that they found them very remiſs in their Pla- 
ces, not like Soldiers, and that the thing, provided they 
could have a ſufficient ſtrength, was feaſible enough ; but 
finding that failed, the ProjeCt was wholly laid aſide, fo far 
as I know : After that Mr. Ferzuſon told me of a Project 
was on foot for Deſtroying your Majeſty, and his Royal 
Highneſs, coming from Newmarket, Colonel Romſey and 
Mr. Weſt, and as I remember, Mr. Wade came to my 
Counting-Houſe one Everung, and began to diſcourſe of it; 
upon which I told them, that ſuppoſing they ſhould effect 
what they talked of, it could not be expected that if the 
Duke of Monmeuth ſhould be Crowned, but in Honour 
and for his own vindication, he muſt ſearch out the Afﬀaſ- 
fins, and both Try and Execute them ; So that inftead of 
expecting a Reward,they muſt loſe their Lives;upon which 
they ceaſed their Diſcourſe, and went away ſoon after. 
Some time after this, Mr, Fe7gu/on told me of a General 
Inſurrection intended both in England and Scctland, and 
in order to it, that Sir Fo/2% Cochran, Mr. Bayly, Mr. Monro, 
Sir Hugh and Sir George Cambe!!, were come up to Treat 
with ſome of our Engliſk Men about it ; and that the Lord 
of Argi/e had made a Propoſition, That if they would raife 
him Thirty thouſand pounds he would begin it in Scotland; 
but finding no hopes of raifing that Summ, the Scotch 
were w.lling to accept of Ten thouſand. pounds: And by 
means of a Letter which came as I was informed ( for 
there was no Name ſubſcribed ) from one Mr. Stewart, 
to.ſome unknown Man, which I have forgot 3 Concluding 
then 
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then that it was intended to Mr. Bay'y, or ſome other of 
thoſe Gentlemen , having had ſome ſmall acquaintance 
with Mr. Szewarf, formerly by means of his Brother, who 
was then a Merchant in Burdeaux, and one of my Corrc- 
ſpondents, I came acquainted with Mr. Bayly, who told me 
from time to time, what ſteps they made jn't , how he 
Converſed with the Duke, Lord Rrſe/, Major 1”, and as I 
remember, Colonel S:4ney ; and that he had divers Pro- 
miſes of the Mony, and defired it might be paid into my 

nds; at length be told me that Five thouſand pounds 

ey had agreed to Raiſe amongſt themſelves, and that 
they expected the other half ſhould be Raiſed in the City ; 
but finding no Moneys could be got in the City, that 
Project fell likewife, and as Mr. Bayly told me, all his 
Country-Men were going beyond Sea. 

A few days after came out the Diſcovery, and I never 
ſaw any of them fince. Mr. Ferguſon told me that my 
Lord Eſſex was hearty in this buſineſs, and that Jo/12 Tren- 
chard was a Man to be depended upon in the W:/t : They 
had likewiſe good hopes of Sir W/i//;am Courtner, and that 
my Lord Shaftsbury had ſent Captain Waicot down to him, 
who returned with a very cool Anſwer, that he found them 
not what he expected, oe believed if it came to a Riſing, 
they would prove right enough ; I had almoſt forgot to 
acquaint your Majeſty that both Mr. F.1pu/ſon and Mr. 
Bayly told me, That Mr,Charleton had once promiſed to 
ſee the Ten thouſand pounds paid. 


Thomas Shepard. 


Jurat' Coram Me 
June 27. 1633. 


SIIVDERLAND. 
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The Information of oleph How of the Pariſh of St. 
Giles's without Cripplegate, in the County a- 
foreſaid, Diſtiller, taken wpon Oath before Sir 
Reginald Foreſter Baronet , this 15th. day of: 
June, 1683. againſt Thomas Lea of Old-ſtreer 
in the Pariſh aforeſaid, in the County aforeſaid, 
Dyer, for ſpeaking of Dangerous and Seditious 
Words, 


His Informant depoſeth and faith, That the ſaid Tho- 
mas Lea, being at his Houſe in FWhite-Croſs-ſtreet, 
on Thurſday laſt, between Two and Three of the Clock 
in the Afternoon, being the 14th of this Inſtant June : 
The ſaid Thomas Lea, was Diſcourſing with him this Infor- 
mant about the loſs of the City Charter, and other things; 
upon Which the ſaid Thomas Lea fell into a Paſſion, and 
tOld-this Informant that he was one of the number of Ten 
Thouſand Men, which were defigned to be ready at an 
hours warning, and m order thereunto, there was Twenty 
thouſand pounds in Bank, to carry on the undertaking ; 
and many more did every day ſubſcribe Money or engage 
their perſonal affiſtance: And the firſt Enterprize they 
venture upon, is to go very near W:nſor, and for to ſeize 
the Black-B:rd and the Gold-Finch ; and that Three Hun- 
dred Men were defigned for that Enterprize : And after- 
wards to ſeize the Militia, Whicehal, and the Tower : But 
this Informant anſwered that he judged it impoſſible, the 
Tower being now ſo very ſtrong ; But the ſaid Thomas Lea, 
told him that he had been round the Tower in company 
with a Captain of a Ship, and had found out a place where 
a breach might be made, which is to be done by placing 
ſome Ships on the Thames-hde, with Mortar-Pieces there- 
in, to diſmount the Guns; and alſo to .bring the Major 
part of thoſe Seamen which were in Arrears of Pay, to per- 
form the Work, they being angry and in want, therefore 
the fitter for that purpoſe : And that for the better carry» 
mg of the Deſign, ſeveral Meetings are held ( as this day 
for one ) at the Kzngs-Head Tavern in Atheiſt-Ally near 
the Roya!-Exchange, at Two of the Clock in the After- 
poon ;. Further Informeth Not. . . Foſeph Hep. 


REGIN, FORESTER, 


Juns 
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JuneE 25. 1683. 7he Examination of Co-" 


louel John Romſey. 


His Examinant ſaith , That in Ofober or N-v-mber 

laſt, there was an Infurre&tion intended by the 

Earl' of Staftsbury, and that the faid Earl of S$h:fti- 

bury told this Examinant, that Briſtol was to be his 

Poſt, and the Exzminant being asked what Perſons of 

Quality or Capacity to Conumand as Ofi-ecs, were named 

as intended to take part in this InſurreCtion ; He Anſwered, 

That he heard my Lord Ryfſcl named and complained of, 

and Mr. F:hn Trenchard named by the Earl of Shafts- 

bury ; and this Examinant further faith, that R m the 

oward-bearer of Br:/to{ , told him , That Mr. 7 had 

acquainted him the ſaid Rwy, That there was an in- 

tention to Aſﬀſaſſinate the King, at his coming from 

Newmarket im October laſt : The Examinant doth not re- 

member whither the Duke was there or no, but that if he 
were, he was likewiſe to have bcen killed ( as the faid Rem 
told this Examinant ; ) And this Examinant further faith, 
That about the latter end of November, or the beginnirig 
of December laſt, this Examinant having Matters of Law 
depending, became acquainted with Mr. R-bert Weſt, and 
employed him as his Referee therein ; That the ſaid 74” /? 
acquainted this Examinant with the Deſign to Murther 
the King at his coming trom Newmarket in October laſt ; 
and told this Examinant, That though it niſcarried at that 
time, it was not to be given over fo, and therefore defired 
that he, this Examinant, Mr. Richard Goodenough, ard 
ſome others, which he cannot charge his Memory witha!, 
ſhould meet at his the ſaid We/?'s Chamber, where this Ex- 
aminant and they did meet within three or tour days after, 
to the beſt of this Examinants Remembrance, and there 
Diſcourſed about the fame Defign, and let it f.1! at 
that time ; and this Examinant further faith, That about 
the Month of February laſt, the aboveſaid Perſons met with 
this Examinant at the ſaid Mr. Hſt's Chamber, to con- 
ſider how the Deſign ſhould be brought to effect, at the 
Kings return from Nemwmarxzet 5; and Mr. W*{t ard Mr. 
Richard Goodenough undertook to find out Men for that pur- 
poſe. And this Examinant further ſaith, that about this 
time the ſaid Weſt and Goodenorgh did defire that this Ex- 
|; | _ . _ aminant 
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aminant would be acquainted with R:chard Rumbald of the 
R ve near Hogsden in Hertfordſhire, who was the Man that 
would undertake to Command the Party that ſhould take 
off the King and the Duke ; and that at their defire, this 
Examinant did conſent to a Meeting with the ſaid Rumbald. 
When Rzchard Goodenough brought this Examinant to 
meet Mr. Rmbald at the Angel Tavern near the Old Ex- 
change, the ſaid Rumbald acquainted this Examinant how 
tie Ground lay, and would have had him gone down to fee 
It; but this Examinant refuſed it. And this Examinant 
further ſaith, That after that they had ſeveral Meetings, to 
try if they could make up the. Number of Forty or Fifty 
Men for that purpoſe, under which Number the ſaid Rum- 
bald would not undertake it. And this Examinant further 
ſaith, That at their next Meeting two or three days before 
or atter the Kings coming from Newmarket in March laſt, 
They did reſolve that Arms ſhould be bought againſt the 
next Journey to Nermwmarket in Autumn or any other op- 
portunity, as at the Play-Houſe, or coming from W:ndſer, 
to Hampton-Court, or otherwiſe : And that Mr. Weſt did 
undertake to provide ſo many Caſes of Piſtols, ſo many 
Carabins, and fo many Blunderbufles, and this Examinant 
thinks Ten Muſquets : And that it was reſolved, that there 
ſhould be Arms provided for Fifty Men at leaſt : And this 
FE xaminant further ſaith, that the Men were to be divided, 
Some to Shoot the Poſtillion and Horſes, Some to Fire up- 
on the King and Duke into the Coach, and the remainder 
to Charge the Guards; And that there was alſo a Cart to 
be laid in the way, by which means the Coach ſhould be 
hindred from- going on: That the ſaid Rumbald ſaid at 
their next meeting, after the King's pafling by his Houſe, 
tat there were but four of the Guards Attending the 
Coach, and that if he had had but a ſmall number ot Men 
with kim, he could have taken off the King and the Duke 
with Eate : And this Examinant further faith, that at this 
I-ft Meeting Captain Walcct was there preſent. And this 
Exzaminant further ſaith, that he did not meet again in five 
or fix Weeks after with the ſaid Company, tho* often preſt 
by Mr. TV /? that it wasnot fit to give it over. And this 
E*:minant further faith, that this Examinant, the ſaid 
Ge: armoigh, Weſt, Walcot, Norton, Wade, and Hollcway, 
did Meet at Mr, W:/?'s Chamber about three Weeks or a 

; Month 
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Month ſince; and did then reſolve to try what Men. could 
be raiſed in London and the Liberties ; and that they might 
be more certain, London was Divided into Twenty Parts; 
and Mr. Holleway, Mr: Wade, and Mr. Weſt; undertook to 
make the Diviſion 5 and Mr. Weſt and Goodenough, did un- 
dertake to find a Man for every Diviſion that ſhould bring 
in the certain number that they could Raiſe Reſpectively. 
And this Examinant further ſaith, that in the firſt Fort- 
night or thereabouts they did very little ; but the next 
meeting after Mr. Goodenough brought in an account of ſe- 
ven Diviſions, which amounted to Three thouſand Nine hun- 
dred Men or thereabouts ; and that he the ſaid Goodenough 
+ did believe that the remaining Diviſions would afford as ma- 
ny Men more : And it was further reſolved at that time, 
| that-the Defign in hand ſhould be kept ſecret until ſuch 
| time as the return of the whole Diviſions ſhould be braught 


in. 
And this Examinant being further asked, whether he did 
hear any Commanders or Commiſfſion-Officers Named to 
Command theſe Forces, he faith he heard of no particular 
Names, but in General that there were an Hundred old Offi- 
cers about the Town ; that after that they -certainly knew 
how many Men all the Diviſions would amount to they then 
'reſoived this Examinant ſhould carry the Propoſal of com- 
manding theſe Forces to the Duke of Monmouth; but the 
Liſtings not being finiſhed, he never ſaid any thing of it to 
his Grace. And this Examinant further faith, that the pre- 
terice to make this Levy of Men was to afſert Religion 
and Liberties. And this Examinant further faith, that there 
was a Declaration deſigned to be Publiſhed when theſe For- 
ces ſhould be up ; but that to the beſt of his memory he 
never ſaw it nor heard it Read ; but he believes ſome part 
of it was Diſcourſed of in this Examinants preſence; as 
that touching Liberty of Conſcience, and ſomething Rela- 
"ting to the Law and the Judges. And this Examinant fur- 
"ther ſaith, that to the beſt of his memory on Tueſday laſt 
'was Sennight this Examinant, Captain Walcor, Weſt, Nel- 
thorp, Goodenough and Wade, met at the Salutation Ta- 
vern in Lombard-ftreet, to know what go Gocdenough 
- had made in the other Thirteen Divifons, who told . this 
Examinant and the reſt, that he had done nothing fince 
the laſt Meeting ; but that he was to mect with ſome = 
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ſons that Afternoon, who were to give him a further Ac- 
count : And this Examinant further ſaith that after they 
had Dined, one that was a Stranger to this Examinant 
came into the Roem to ſpeak with Mr, Goodenough, and 
that Mr. Weſt asked him, if he had ſeen the Gazete of that 
Day, in which was a Relation of a Commotion in Cologne 
by one Gylick, and told him he ſhould be qur Gulick , for 
that in Dutch Gu-- was Keel and ich was ing, telling this 
in a yours Arya And this Examinant further ſaith that 
on Saturdaylaft was Sennight, he this Examinant, Mr. Weſt 
and Mr. Norton, met at the George Tavern upon Ludgate- 
Hzl!, and then this Examinant was told that a Diſcovery 
was made of what they had been doing, and at preſent this 
Examinant further ſaith not. 
7. Romz'os 


25 Die Junii 1683, 
Capt. & Recognit. Coram, 


Albermarle, 
L. Jenkins. 


Further Informations of Colonel Romzey. 


Urther this Examinant faith that Mr. Ferguſon: and the 
L reſt didin ſeveral Meetings fince the beginning of Fe- 

ary preſs for the having the Men got ready that were to 
Kill the King and Duke, and it was told him by Mr. Good- 
enough and Richard Rumbald and Weſt, that a great many 
were poor and could not furniſh themſelves with Horſes or 
Arms: This was preſently after his coming out of Ho//and. 
Mr. Ferguſon replyed, he would provide the Mony. And 
in two Meetings afterwards he told them he had Six hun- 
dred pounds ready in Gold that they might depend on him, 
for when they had got the forty or fifty Men, under which 
number Richard Rumbald wonld not undertake it ; and 
then Rumbald and the reſt asked Ferguſon at the firſt 
meeting we had, if he thought the Duke of Monmouth 
would not Revenge the Kings Death and Hang thoſe that 
had been the Actors; Mr. Ferguſon very freely undertook 
to have it under the Dukes Hand againft the next meeting, 
but when we met, he told them there was no ſaying any 


fuch thing to the Duke, but he faid that we muſt all he 


ruined 
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ruined if it were not done: Then they 


would appear when it was done ; to which he made anſwer 
that a Prifon world be © but he muſt be r 


ſaid, for he was ſo willing to have the 
Murther done that he wonld fay any thing 
them to do it ; fuch Diſcourſe as this hapned ſeveral times 
- at our meetings, ſome ſaying, When our Swords were in 
our Hands, if he would not them, that then he 
ſhould be cut off too: Snch Hellifh Diſcourſes as theſe we 
Entertained our ſelves with, until the News of the Fi 


and gn what Men they could, 
Six, and that Rumbal? 
ſhould attempt it with as many as could be got, but 


"whether at the Play-Houſe, between Hampron-Caurt and 
Windſor, or going to Wincheſter, and faid that fome per- 
ſons were alrgady out to fee a fit place to doit in, and jf 
it could not be done before that, then all things ſhould be 
ready againft the King and Dukes going down to New- 
Market, as Horſes bought and kept jn a readineſs, and 
Arms,which Mr. F:ft undertook to do, he being acquainted 
with a Guaſmith, and upon Mr. Fergyſens promiſe that he 
would procure the Mony, Mr. /fbelpotlethe Arms, and 
they were ready in a very little time: But when Mr. Wo 
came and told Mr. Ferguſon that the Arms were ready ( far 
fix Weeks now I did not fee Ferguſon, but Mr. Weſt ac- 
quainted me with all paſſed as follows ) he told the {aid 
Weſt that his Friend had not brought him the Mony as 
he promiſed ; alſo Mr. Weſt was forced to pay for the Arms 
out of his own Mony, which was not repaid him as he told 
this Examinant not above twenty days ſince or thereabouts : 
The faid 72? told this Examinant that Mr. Ferguſon told 
him he might ſend for his Mony when he would, by a Note 
to Major W:ildman, but he muſt tell him the Name that he 
would make the Note Payable to, that he might _ 
ame 
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ſame to Major W:ldman, the Name I have forgot. In ſome 
very few days after, as he the ſaid /? told this Examinant, 


the ſaid Ferguſon. told him, that he muſt not ſend any 


Body or Note to receive the ſaid Hundred pounds, but Rz- 
chard Rumbald, becauſe the ſaid W/ildman would not truſt 
any body elſe 3 Weſt ſent the faid Rumbald very early 
one Morning, but the ſaid Major W/:/dman was gone out of 
Town before he came to the Houſe, which he went and ac- 
quainted the ſaid Ferpuſon with. In a few days after the 
ſaid Ferguſon paid the (aid Weſt a Hundred pounds in Gold, 
and as the ſaid Weſt then told this Examinant that the ſaid 
Ferguſon told him he did receive the ſaid Hundred pounds 
of Mr. Charlton; and about fourteen days fince the ſaid Weſt 
and this Examinant going to Mr. Ferguſon, he told us that 
there was Three thouſand pounds raiſed for to buy Horſes, 
and to maintain them and the Men in a Readineſs, that if 
any opportunity offered all might be ready ; but did not 
tell us from whom he was to have this Mony, neither did 
either of us ask him any queſtion about it. Further this 
Examinant faith, that to the beſt of his Remembrance, in 
January laſt, Mr. — told this Examinant, that meet- 
ing Colonel S:dney he told him that now ſomething would 
be done, for that it wasreſolved to ſend ſome perſons into 
Scotland to ſome Gentlemen there to come to Town, that 
they might know what the Scots could do, but they knew 
not of a Man fit to ſend; and the ſaid Nelehorp told this 
Exammant that he recommended one Mr. Aaron Smith asa 
fit man. And further this Examinant faith, that the ſaid 
Nelthorp told this Examinant that the Colonel and others 
had ſent him (Aaron Smith ) with a Letter to Sir _ Co- 
chran to adviſe him and his Friends to come to London about 
their Carolina affairs, and that a good Gelding was bought 
for him, or Mony given to him to buy one ; as alſo Mo- 
ny was given him by Colonel Oren to pay his Expences 
on the Road, and alſo that ſome Mony was given to his 
Wife for her maintenance, ſhe being in Poverty. Upon 

this Letter Sir Joh» Cochran came to London, and ſome 

other Scotch Gentlemen, whoſe Names this Examinant does 

not know, but as the ſaid Ne/thorp and Mr. Ferguſon did 

acquaint this Examinant, they were to Treat with ſome of 
this Nation what was to be done for the Delivery of the Na- 

tions : The ſaid Ferguſon told this Examinant, that the 
Scotch 
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Scotch Gentlemen did acquaint thoſe they Treated with, 
( not Naming any of their Names ) that their People were 
in very great Poverty, but very willing to ſet themſelves at 
Liberty, but they had no Arms nor Ammunition nor Mo- 
ny to buy any, and without they could let them have 
Mony to furniſh Arms and Ammunition they could do no- 
thing. During this laſt TranſaCtion of the Scots for Mo- 
ny I did not fee Mr. Ferguſon, but Mr. Weſt who went 
conſtantly to him did tell me their Difcourſe, as that ſome= 
times the Scotch Gentlemen were departing diſcontented, 
and then again in three or four days that they were like to 


agree and that Mony ſhould be provided for them : Of-' * 


ten he told me of ſuch changes as theſe in that TranſaCtion, 
and that Mr. Ferguſon did affure the ſaid Weſt, that the Mo- 
ny would be all paid in one Week; I anſwered the faid Fe, 
who would have had me gone to Ferguſon, that I would 
not ſce him until I was certain it was paid, for the ſaid Fer- 

uſon undertook much and did nothing but promiſe what 

e could not do. There was a Debate what Declaration 
ſhould be preſently after the Murther of the King and Duke, 
and amongſt other things a Free Parliament was one Head; 
Liberty of -Conſcience was another 3 That thoſe that had 
their Lands taken from them at the Kings Reſtoration 
ſhould have them returned : A Reformation of the Expen- 
five part of the Law: Mr. Ferguſon undertook that one 
ſhould be ready : Mr. Feſt did further acquaint this Exa- 
minant, that my Lord Howard had been at his Chamber 
to Pump him the ſaid Weſt what we were _ and that 
his Lordſhip did defire to have a meeting with the ſaid 
Weſt and this Examinant, which neither the faid F2/# nor 
this Examinant were willing to; and the ſaid Weſt did fur- 
ther acquaint this Examinant that my Lord Heward did 
propoſe a Council of Ten to meet ;z but we not conſenting 
to meet, the ſaid Weſt did civilly put off the Propoſition, 
as he the ſaid et did Inform this Examinant. And fur- 
ther this Examinant ſaith, That Difcourſing with Mr. Weſt 
and Mr. Goodenough, and others about the Scotch Afar, 
they did tell me, That the laft Spring there was a Treaty 
with the Earl of Argile and that then without Mony the 
Scots declared they could not begin, but that the Earl of 
Shaftsbury broke that Deſign, not conſenting to pay the 
Mony : This Examinant never heard any thing of this oo. 
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until the (aid 77, Norton, and Goodenough did tell 
On —_ And Faxes] further faith, That Mr. 
Neltbrop and Mr. Wade did always oppoſe the Murthering 
of the King and the Duke; and fo did Captain Walcot, but 
at laſt the ſaid Walcot conſented. And this Examinant fur- 
ther ſaith, That Mr. Rourn, and Mr. Goodenoughs Brother 
were at ſome of the 1:{t Meetings about the — ng of the- 
Men : This Examinant ſaith, That to the of his Me- 
mory he hath here ſet down every thing that was faid or 
Tranſacted in the Debates when he was there, but he was 


abſent for ſome. | 
7. Romſey. 
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Colonel Romzey's further Information; 


His Examinant further ſaith that being ſent by the 
Earl of Shaftsbury about the beginnnng of November 
laſt to Mr. Shepards a Merchant near Lombara-ſtreet, where 
was the Duke of Monmouth, Lord Ruſſel, Lord Grey, Sir 
Thomas Armſtromg and Mr. Ferguſon ; this Examinant told 
them my Lord Shefechury had ſent him to tell them it was 
high time to come to ſome Reſolution about the Riſing : 
made him this Anſwer by Mr. Fergu/on { and after- 

wards my Lord Grey faid words to the fame effect ) that 
Mr. John Trenchard had promiſed and affured them at his 
firſt coming to Town that Term, that he could in four 
hours time have a Thoufand Foot and Two or Three Hun- 
dred Horſe, but now they had ſent to him to know the cer- 
tainty, he had returned to them this following Anſwer. That 
Men would not be got from hotne on Two or Three days 
warning, but that when ſuch a thing as a Riſing ſhould 
be, he muſt know it ſooner, that he might acquaint Men 
to make Proviſion of Settlements for their Families, ſo they 
£ould not go on at this time any further. And for this 
reaſon and that they heard Sir W:1l;am Courtney would not 
ſtir, my Lord muſt be contented. This Meſfage Ircturt- 
ed to my Lord : On this my Lord reſolved to leave England. 
This Examinant further faith, That there was a Proje&t of 
vernment drawn up by Mr. Feſt and Mr, }de which 
they 
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they delivered to this Examinant and he gave it to Mr. Fer- 
g1uſon, who told them that he heard Colonel Syuiney had 
drawn one, that he would compare them together and 
reduce them into one intire one. And this Examinant fur- 
ther ſaith that Mr. Nelthrop told him that my Lord of Eſſex, 
my Lord Rwſſe/, Colonel Sydney, and young Mr. H, 

were the perſons that did Treat with the Scotch Getitle= 
men, and fodid Mr. #:ſt, and I think Mr. Ferguſon. Mr, 
Nelthrop and Mr. Weſt, during the time I did not fee Mr. 
Ferguſon, told me that now they were reſolved to raiſe Ten 
thouſand pounds for the Scots and that next Week it ſhould 
all be paid in. That was about a Month fince. But they 
had been with Mr. Shepard the Merchant, and he told ther 
there was none paid. This Mony was to buy Arms in 
Holland. Mr. Ferguſon told this Examinant the Riſing muſt 
bein Scotland before Harveſt or elſe their people would not 
be got together, and that in four days after the Scots were 
up we ſhould have the fuſt Intelligence and that then we 
muſt Riſe in this Townand in Tauhton. My Lord Howard 
was at firſt one with my Lord Eſſex and the reſt, but he 
told Captain Walcot and Mr. Weſt what paſſed amongſt 
them, for which reaſon he was left out of the meetings. Fur- 
ther this Examinant faith that Mr. Wade and Holloway told 
him how they had fixed the matter for Briſto! 5 that they 
were ſure of Three hundred Men, and that they would 
Poſt them in all the Croſs Streets, fo that none of the othtr 
party ſhould get together in a Body or ont of their Houſes. 
By this meansthey ſhould be Maſters of the Town without 
fpilling one drop of Blood. And this Examinant further 
faith that G ugh told Wade, Weſt, and this Exami- 
nant that about Twenty five hundred Arms would be want- 
ing for the Men that would Riſe here ; for without they 
were Armed that were on the firſt to Riſe here, we ſhould 
be beat ; therefore Weſt and this Examinant did acquaint 
Mr. Ferguyfon from the reſt that did meet, of the neceflity 
of having ſo many Arms. He replyed, Mony ſhould not be 
wanting; but how ſo many Arms could be bought without a 
Diſcovery ? Mr.Weſt did undertake that if Mony were given, 
the Arms might be had ; and ſome perſon of the Company 
did name a Gunſmith that was an honeſt Man that might 
without ſuſpition have two or three hundred Arms, and 
pther Gunſtiths might, if enquired after, be found, = 
mig 
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might lodge proportionable quantities in their Shops, and 
the Men ſhould be led to theſe Shops and Armed. It was ſaid 
by Goodenough that fix hundred Arms were together in the 
Artillery-Ground which might be eaſily ſeized on. Many 
debates we had about the Tower ; ſome propoſed the ta- 
king of it by day-time, by ſending ſome Men in only with 
Pocket Piſtols, and when the Sign was __ they were to 
fall on the Guard ; but this was left off as not agreeing 
with a Riſing by night; and then the other way was to 
clap two or three hundred Fagots to the Gates, and ſet 
them on Fire, which would make thoſe within ſurrender, 
and that Ships ſhould come and 1ye before the Tower and 
batter it at the ſame time the Fagots were on Fire. 


J. Romſey. 


Colonel Romzey's Letter to the Earl of 


gy concerning the Scotch Ped- 
ars. 


My Lord, 


V T Hen the R:fing was to have been in November, 

Mr. Ferguion aid ſay that he could promiſe fors 
Three hundred Scots in this Town that would be ready at a 
days warning, and that there was in England Twelve Hun- 
dred that might be %, veg upon ; that three or four hun- 
dred did always abide here, the reſt were ſcattered through- 
o:1t England with Packs on their Backs for the maintenance 
of themſelves ; that a great many of them were Gentlemens 
Sons and all of them fad been ar. Bothwel-Bridge, and be- 
rook them to this way to get ( and carry) Intelligence as well 
as a living. 


J. Romnzey. 


Another 


— 
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Another Letter from Colonel Romzey to 
the Earl of Rocheſter. 


My Lord, . 


] Do not know whether I hat already in any of my 
Papers where I mention Mr. Roe, acquainted the King 
of one paſſage he told me , (but Think I have) that Gilp- 
bons the Duke of Monmouths Foot-man did tell him, that 
nothing but taking off the two Brothers would do the buſ7- 


neſs, and if he would go with him, he would ſhew him the 


place to do it ;, he carried him to my Lord of Bedfords Gar- 
den, where IT think he told me is a Mount to look into 
Covent-Garden, and ſaid no place 6an be like this to lodge 
Men 'in to do the Feat, and ſhewed him the Garden-door 
where they might make a ſally on the Coach if they miſt 
with ther fire. Mr. Roe ashed him, But how will you brivg 
the Men in ? He told him my Lord was long in the Country, 
and he was ſo well acquainted with the Porter and Servants 
that he could have the Key at any time. The ſaid Gibbons 
old Sir Thomas Armſtrong as if Roe had propoſed it to 
Gibbons , and Sir Thomas came to me in 4 great Paſſion 
and told me what T have related, and bid me ſp:1; to Roe 
to warn him of talking of any ſuch thing, When. T did 
ſdeak to Roe he Confeſſed the thing, but that Gibbons 102d 
zt to him, for he knety not any thing of my Lord of Bedfords 
Garden or Servants. | 

This was to be done as the King came from the Play. 
IT cannot recolle# whether I was twice at Mr. Sheparis 
with the Duke of Monmouth, &c. or but once ; but if IT 
was but once, then I heard Mr. Fergufon relate to my L:rd 
of Shaftsbury ſome part of their Debates at anther time, cs 
that they had reſolved of the 19th of November fir thz 
Riſing and ſome heads of a Declaration : Whether T heard 
this Debate at Mr. Shepards or at my Lerd Shafsburizs 
Lodgings I cannet be poſitsrve in, but Mr. Shepard I belive 
pay remember. 


J. Romzey. 
C The 
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The further Information of Colonel Rom- 
ZCY. 


S> His Exaiminant further ſaith, That Mr. Fergufon was at 

this Examinants Houle for ſeven or Eight nights, in- 
ternitting a night two or three , winch time he told me he 

went to his Wite. During the time he was at my, Houſe, 

the Duke of Momouth came to fee him, to the beſt of my 
remembrance twice ; the firſt time I was with them , and 

a!l the diſconrſe that pafſed was about my Lord Shyftsburte's 
 deith, and relating to the Afﬀairs of Holland and the Confe- 

derates, the Duke not ftaying a quarter of an hour. Fhe next 

time I was not in the room with tinem. Si Thomas Arm- 

{irs came ſeveral times in a Morning to fee bit, ſome- q 
times before T was ſtirring ; the firſt time I ſkewed him 
the room where he lay, and did not go in with him, but 
went to dreis me, I bcing in my ſhirt, 


.- Ages 


Andrew Barbers Izformations read in 
Council, 23 June, I 683. 


\N- $:+:r diy Morning, abont the latter end of March 

laſt paſt, Mr. Kee/: g came tO me, and told me that 

he and ſome other Friends ot pune would have me come to 
tne M:tre-Tavern Within Aldgate » becanfſe they would 
drink a glaſs of Wine with me ; and there I came to them, 
and found Mr. Rumbald, an one Eyed man , Mr. Keeling , 
Burton, and Thompſon , 1 fate down with them and drank 3 
ſoon after Mr, R:mb4/d tell into Diſcourſe concerning get- 
ting of Arms to his Houſe ; he was ſpeaking he thought it 
would be. a good way to ſend them in a Barge, but he con- 
cluded 'twould not be ſafe ; but ſaid, He thought that thoſe 
that would be concerned ſhould ride with Arms themſelves 
| : betimes 


o 
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betimes in the Morning or in the Night and ſo come to his 
Houſe, and there they ſhould be refreſhed and their Horſes, 
till he ſhould order them what to do. Some I underſtand 
were to continue on Horſeback, and they that were to Kill 
the Horſes , Coachman, and Poſtillion, and to ſhoot into 
the Coach were to be on foot ; and he would order Carts 
to be ſet croſs the Road for to hinder them. So then Rum- 
bald asked if we could ſhoot well, I told him I could not, I 
never ſhot at a mark in my life; the others ſaid, let them 
alone for that ; ſays Keelzr;g , he is a good Souldier and a 
luſty man , what do you think of him? ſo I anſwered I 
was no Souldier fit for that work, and faid that it 
would be Murder to Kill, and he faid it would be a means 
not to Kill, but to ſave many thouſand mens Lives. When 
I had done, he ſaid he would order ſome to bring word 
what Coach by the colour of the Horſes, that they may not 
be miſtaken, for this was to be as I underſtood in Rumbalds 
own ground, for his Houſe joyns tothe Road; and he ſaid 
they muſt come by his Houfe to come to London, fo he ſaid 
he would ingage his Life to doit; if he had but Thirty men, 
but he expected Forty : and for Horſes Mr. Keel:ng ſaid, He 
would get as many as he could ; but it was not concluded 
on , by reaſon R:mbald did expeCt to have ſeen more at 
that place, but Mr. Ke-{:g promiſed him they ſhould be 
ready at the next Meeting, which was to be the next Hed- 
neſday after, as I reme , but then I reſolved never to 
come into their company more, nor be concerned with 
them, becauſe I did underſtand there would be Murther 
committed, nor have been in their company fince , nor I 
never ſaw that R:mbald before nor fince. Likewiſe I re- 
plied, If you ſhould do ſo, how will you eſcape ? Rwunbald 
anſwered, He would fight his way through, and ſeparate 
themſelves into By-roads, and make what way they could 
for London and then they ſhould do well enough. More- 
over Rumbald (aid, that there was never above one or two 
that rid before the Coach ; and likewiſe, if they could get to 
Camby:dge-Heath or thereabouts, they ſhould have triends e- 
nough for their help. All this time I never heard that thys was 
intended againſt the King, for he w2s never mentioned in any 
reſpeRt, that I did underftand, but I did verily believe that it 
was meant by his Royal Highneſs. So we paid our reckoning, 
which was Ithink fix peace pic, and they went ovgees 
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the Exchanyze,but I direcUy home,and have not been in their 
company ſince, nor no other tending to ſuch evil work. 


Andrew Barber. 


Iz the Gate-houſe the 29th June, 83. Ma- 
jor Holmes Copfeſſed. 


Tat in order to the late Earl of Arpy/ec's going into Scot- 

land, and -raifing a Rebellion there, he had propoſed 
that 30000 /. Stecrl:r;g ſhould be ſent to him from hence, by 
ſome great perſons, with whom a Treaty was held for that 
purpoſe by Ferzuſon 5 but that they refuſed to advance fo 
great a ſam, yet condeſcended to ſend him 10000 /, which 
Holmes knoweth not whether the late Earl hath accepted of, 
as {\iMicient for efteCtuating that deſign, 

Upon his being ask'd who were the great men by whoſe 
means the Mony was to be advanced,he proteſted that he had 
never converſed with any of them, but that he had heard 
otten the Duke of M#rmonth, and particularly the Lord 
R:ſſe! named ; and as to the Lord Grey, he did not remem- 
ber that his Lordſhip was mentioned unto him in the mat- 
ter of Mony , but did confeſs that he had frequently been 
told of his being ingaged in, and a promoter of the defign 
in general. 

He confeſſed that the Letter marked Numb. 2. is from the 
Counteſs of Argy/e to her Husband , and that he was to 
have ſent it away by the Poſt laſt Treſday into Holand, had 
he not been taken into Cuſtody. That it was direted for 
Peter Harvie Linnzn Weaver (which is not a true name) 
in Buw-Church-yard, and was left at one Mr. Browns Houle 
a Sider-Seller there, where Holmes uſually received her Let- 
ters under that borrowed name , but faith that he cannot 
decypher this, nor any of her Letters. 

As to the long Letter marked N:mb. 3. he proteſts he 
cannnot Decypher it , nor can poſitively ſay for whom it 
was to have been directed, yet thinks it. was to have _ 
carrie 
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carried by Carſtares to Ferguſon, and by him to the chief 
men concerned in the Deſign. 

Upon inquiring what is become of the parcel of Books, 
which are the Printed Caſe of the Earl of Arzy/e, and in 
what method they were brought over from Hoand, he 
confeſſed that they had been ſhipped on board of a Veſſel.cal- 
led(to the beſt of his memory )the Succeſs of Colcheſter bound 
tor London, and that Spence was afterwards to come in the 
Paſſage Boat deſigned to have come to Grav: 5-end, but 
that the wind having been very croſs, he came on ſhoar 2zt, 
or ſomewhat near Harwich, from wizence he came by Land 
to London. 

Upon asking what was meant by the Figures 8o and $1,in 
the Letters marked Numb. 5. he ſaid he did not well remem- 
ber, but when I told him that I knew by the Cypter, Mo- 
ny was meant by 50, and Officers by 51, he confeſſed that it 
was (0; whereupon I did obſerve to him, that as the late 
Earl was to have had Many, fo he was to have been furniſh- 
ed with Officers for the carrying on the Rebellion in Scot 
land, which alſo he confeſſed, but ſaid withal, that this Let- 
ter was intended for his Lady, which he knew by a mark on 
the back, and ſhewed it to me. 


The Examination of Robert Blaney of 
the Middle Temple E/q; 2y June, 
33, 


Pi Examinant Depofeth and ſaith, That this Deponent 
was invited about Chriſtmas laſt, on Meavie'day the 
27th day of December laſt, (as near as he can remember) by 
John Row, late Sword-bearer of the City of Br:ſtol, to Dine 
with Colonel John Romzey at his Houſe in Scho-Squore , 
where were preſent the ſaid Colonel Romzey, Rovere TT, 
Richard Goodenorgh, Joſeph Tyley of Lincolns Inn Eiq; Cl r:- 
ſtopher Battiſcomb Gent. and the faid 7chn Row , and this 
Examinant ; where being together after Dinner, and mnch 
Wine and other ftrong drink drank in the ſaid company, a 
C3 Diſcourile 
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Diſcourſe was began, but by whom this Examinant cannot 
remember, about the times being very bad and dangerous 
tor Sober Men, and what Remedies were fit to redreſs Grie- 
vances, and rid our ſelves of Arbitrary Power, or to that 
eftect ; and it was there likewiſe diſcourſed and faid, but 
by whom in particular this Examinant cannot exactly re- 
member, it being ſo long fince, that we ſhould never be well 
til! we were rid of two people, by whom as this Examinant 
did apprehend, were meant His Majeſty and his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of York. Andit was hkewiſe ſaid, That 
if the Great People did but agree to Joyn and Riſe, or words 
to that effect, it might be done, for the Countries were all 
willing and ready ; then as this Examinant doth remember 
hy ſome one, it was in the ſaid Company propoſed, and as 
he verily believes by the ſaid Mr. W/?, that either a Deed 
of Bargain and Sale, or Leaſe and Releaſe (one of them it 
was) ſhould be executed to bar both Him in Poſſeſſion, and 
Him in Remainder ; by which as this Examinant did then 
apprehend , was meant the taking off His Majeſty and his 
Royal Highneſs, and fo he believes the reſt of the ſaid 
company did alſo. And a glaſs of Wine did paſs round the 
aid Table as a Health to the Executing of the ſaid Bargain 
an Sale, or Leaſe and Releaſe, (which he cannot tell, but 
one of them it was.) And this Fxammant further faith , 
That he never was preſent at any other Conſultation with 
te before-named perſons, or any others about the Death of 
the King, or his Royal Highneſs, or the raiſing of any Rebel- 
lion, that this Examinant can remember ; except that be- 
10g very frequently as a familiar Acquaintance with the ſaid 
Mr. :/t, he hath often asked him, and the ſaid Colonel 
AR mzey,whether the Great Men would do any thing,and whe- 
ther any bufineſs would be done ; or he-nſed words to that 
ctiect, but they did conftantly as this Examinant remembers 
:niwer him, No, that nothing would be done z . and the ſaid 
Colonel Ram72) ſeemed (as this Examinant did apprehend) 
to be very ſhy of him this Examinant ; and much hike Di(- 
courſe this Examinant hath had with the ſaid Goodenoughs, 
DUut never was as he remembers acquainted with the proſecu- 
©1073 or particulars of ſuch a Defign in the leaſt. And one Na- 
:/.12:c) Wade alſo this Examinant hath had ſome ſuch Diſ- 
courte ith, about freeing our ſelves from Arbitrary Power 
ar Popery by a general Riſing, but any particular wal 
pri | - an 
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and methods for the fame , or otherwite, this Examinant 
never knew of, or was privy to, And further at preſent 
this Deponent cannot recollect. 

Robert Blaney. 
29 Jun. 83. Furgt coram me 


L Jenkins. 


OC — 


Cert AOL EOS 


The further Examination of Robert Bla- 


ney, July 1.83. | 
V 7 Ho ſaith , That he ſaw Ferguſon fince the Earl of 
V 'Y Shaftsh:r:es death, in the Houſe of one Borne 
a Brewer, living in Qucen;ſircet over againſt the Lord 
Keepers; that it was about a quarter of a year ſince; that 
Ferguſon was in a Night-gawn, and therefore he believes he 
lay in that Houſe z that the Diſcourſe they had was about 
the Earl of Sh.1frsbry and his death. 

This Examinant faith, That about three weeks after the 
Earl of bay ae had concealed himſelf , he ſaw him at a 
Merchants Houſe, whoſe name he remembers not, but the 
Houſe is in Wqodſtreet, near St. Albans Church, the corner 
Houſe, having a little Yard betoze it, next door to a Houſe 
that was ane Mr. Biddolphs. 

He faith, He knows nothing of the manner of the Earl of 
Shaftsb.ries Eſcape, nor of Fcrgnſons, nor knows no other 
places hut the abovementioned, wheie either of them were at 
any time concealed. 

He remembers that he was twice or thrice at the Sign of 
the Sugar-lgaf, near the Devi/-Tavern with Ferg 'fon , and 
once with another perſon, who he thinks was young Shre-, 
avout the time the Earl of Shatfs2:ry abſented himfc't; 
but that Ferguſon was not then diſguiſed, but in the Hobit 
he pſed commonly to wear , which was a-Ruffct colour 
Campane Coat, anda brown ſhort Periw!g. 


| SA” Thomas 
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Thomas Lee Dyer of Old-ſtreet, his Con- 
/«/ſfion, 1, and 2 July, 1683. 


Having been often in the Company of Mr. John Atherton, 

he told me, about laſt May, that Mr. Goodenough muſt 
(peik with me, and Mr. W:ll:am Thomas. We went to the 
S4/utation-Tavern in Lumbard-ſtreet, Mr. Goodenough came 
to te!! 25, and then drew out ſome Papers, (but I ſaw not 
what w33 jn them) and there told us that our Rights and 
P:iviiezes were Invaded and that ſome Gentlemen had ta- 
ken into confideration how to retrieve them or words to that 
effect; and did then ask us whether we were willing to aflift, 
and then told us that the City and Suburbs were divided in- 
to Twenty parts, and did defire us to ſee what men we 
covld get, and told us, that we muſt diſcourſe with them 
about a Foreign Invaſion at firſt, and if that took, then we 
night know of them , whether they would be willing to 
afliit in thew own Perſons, or by Mony ; Some time after 
we met Mr. Goodenough at the Amſterdam Coftee-houſe in 
Bartholomemw-lane ; 1 told him that I had acquainted Mr. 
Charles Bateman and he defired to ſpeak with Mr. Goode- 
101ugh, That Mr. Bateman told me I muſt have a care, and 
ſpeak at a great diſtance, that he was willing to affiſt, if he 
cou!d ſee but a cloud as big as a mans hand, and af- 
ter I called on Mr. Bateman, and went with him to a Sea- 
Captains, and from thence to the Duke of Monmonth's 
Houſe in Soho Square. As we went, Mr. Bateman told me 
taat the Duke had told him, That he was glad that ever he 
came acquainted with thoſe Proteſtant Lords z and did aſſure 
me that the Duke was very right for the Proteſtant Intereſt 
ard that we need not miſtruſt him,and then we called to ſee 
Mr. Goodenough , but were too late. The ſame .afternoon 
] went to ſee for Mr. Goodenough and found him at the Dol- 
7hin-Tavirn in 14 7 2 en, Br and I appointed him 
to come to the Kings-head in Swithens-alley in Cornhil ; 
wierehecame and told me, That they were waking ready 
and asked me whitT had done in that matter ? I told him 
1 et much, becauſe I doubted they were not prepared with 
Mcny and Arms, he told me that they had both. I _ 
| im 
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him what ſtore of Mony they had ? he told me, Twenty 
thouſand pounds, and then we went into company, and 
talked no more about that Aﬀair. Some days after I met 
with him again, and he told me, that he had ſeen Mr. Bate- 
man, and that he hoped he would be very ſerviceable, and 
asked me what that Southwark man was? I told him he 
was very honeſt and willing, and that I had ſpoken with 
him, and be deſired that he might ſpeak with him. I called 
bim, and they diſcourſed together alone , and after that he 
asked me , who that ancient Gentleman was, I told him, 
that he was an old Souldier and that his Name was Franks 2 
he defired me to call him, and I did , and diſcourſed the 
matter , and he not hearing of it before , was a little ſur- 
prized ; but ſaid, that he was willing to fight for Priviledge, 
which he thought was Invaded, but not for Religion. The 
next day I went to meet Mr. Goodenough at Richards Coffee- 
houſe at Temple-bar ; there I met with Mr. Hone, and he 
had me over to the K:ngs-head-Tavern, and there told me, 
it had been our great miſchief, that there had not been an 
underſtanding betwixt the Cavaliers and us ; that there were 
a great many brave men about the Temple, and that the job 
had been done upon the Black-B:ird and Gold-Finch ſome 
time before, if it had not been for an accident that happen- 
ed at Newmarket, Soon after came in Mr. Francis Goode- 
nough, and Mr. Hone told me that I might be free with 
him. We diſcourſed about the matter , he ſaid they were 
making all things in a readineſs againſt their coming from 
Windſor , and that he thought they muſt get Three 
hundred Horſe to ſeize them coming from Wind- 
ſor. _ Some time after I met with Mr. Richard Goode- 
nough, and asked him what readinels things were in, he told 
me that in few days he thought he ſhould have an account 
how many men they could raiſe. I told him that I had ſpo- 
ken with Mr. Rows, and that he could help them to Arms 
for a Hundred men ; and that a way was propoſed how to 
raiſe a Thouſand Seamen , if they would be at the charge 
of a Golden Ball to be played upon Black-beath. He asked 
me what the Ball would coſt? I told him, I wasmnformed 
about Twelve pounds, He faid , if it were Forty , they 
would be at the charge of it, Then he defied to ſpeak 
with Mr, Rovs, and appointed to meet him at the Kzngs- 
head-Tavern in Swithins-alley,and they met and went into 
| A 
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a room apart , and afterwards we went to Joſephs Coffee 
houſe in Exchange-alley, and Mr. Rous told me, that he 
would ſec and get Ten Sea-Captains to manage that Afﬀair. 
The next day I met with Mr. Rous at the Amſterdam 
uſe, there he ſpoke with two Captains, as he told 
me, and from thence he went with them to the Ange! and 
Crown-Tavern in Thredneedle-ſtreet, but I did not go with 
them. I aw him afterwards at the K:zngs-head , and he told 
me, he muſt have Mr. Goodenough go with him to Wapping, 
I acquainted Mr. Goodenaygh with it, and he told me, That 
that Buſineſs of the Tower was left to ſome men, that un- 
derftood thoſe Affairs better than himſelf,and that they muſt 
be in a readineſs to do all together ; I asked him what that 
was, he told me they muſt Seize the Tawer, and take the 
City, and ſecure the Savoy and Whiteha/, and the King and 
the Duke, Sometime after I met Mr. Francis Goodenaugh 
in Weſtminfter-hall, he had me behind K2dals Coffee- 
houſe, and told me, that the Country-Gentry were ready, 
and ſaid, He defired it might not be delayed long. The 


next time I ſaw Mr. Richard Godenorgh, 21 x the Kzngs- 
head. I called at Mr Fenkes, and that he had 


almoſt dined, and I left word that I was gone thither, and 
he came to me, and I told him I had ſpoke with one in 
Ola:/treet, and that he was willing to afliſt with Mony, and 
another in White=croſs-ſtreet, that told me, that he would 
aſſiſt himſelf, and had Arms for Ten-men, and Mr. Goode- 
nough told me, that they were about Summing up their 
_— » and that they ſhould be ready in a fortnight or 


The Examination of Hicks living 
iz Friday-ſtreet London, takes before 
His Majeſty the third of July, 1683. 


V Ho faith , that he did hear from 77zde ( as he 

thinketh) that the City was to be divided into 
parts, and that Wade told him , there would be a Riſing 
of the Papiſts to cut all their Throats, to-which he had 
anſwered, That he did not believe it ; But that the 


Law of Nature taught him to ſtand npon his own de- 
| fence. 
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fence. And that he the Examinant further adding; That 
this Imported Evil and that he wonfd not confent to 
it. Wade then replied, He the Examinant myft periſh 
then by humfeYk. 


_ —_ ——_— at uh. MI On CEO 
—_ th. Mi. 


The Examination of Robert Weſt of the 
Miadle-Temple Barriſter at Law, taker 
the 23 of June 168z. 


"J His Examinant ſaith, He baving a general acquaintance 
with thoſe of the City of London, that are 
called JV/higgs ; obſerved about Mschaeimas laſt a general 
diſcontent amongſt them, by reaſon (as be apprehends) of 
the Elections that had gone before of the Mayor and.She- 
rifs, and of their apprehenfions of the loG of their Charter : 
whereon this Examinant fearing that their hearts might 
tranſport them to commit {ſame extravagancies , and to 
prevent his own Families being ruined by them , was very 
inquiſitive to know whether any InſurreAtion might be de- 
ſigned. And this Examinant after ſometime, was inform'd 
by ſome perſons, who at preſent he cannot remember, that 
an InfurreCtion was intendedin November laſt in the City.of 
London, but the particulars of it this Examinant was ne- 
ver acquainted with z and he heard ſoon after that the De- 
ſign was whally laid afide. And this Examinant further faith, 
That about the time His Majeſty came from Newmarket, in 
or about Ofober laſt, he heard that there was a Defign to 
ſeize theRing and the Duke of Tork; but this Examinant 
does not know the place where, nor the perſons who were 
to at therein. And this Examinant further ſaith , That 
about the latter end of O#tober , or the beginning of No- 
vember laft, this Examinantmet with Mr. Robert Ferguſon, 
whom he had been long acquainted with,, and the ſaid Mr. 
Ferguſon gave this Examinant an account of the great miiſe- 
ries the people of Scotland lay under , and did believe the 
people of Eng/and would ſufter the like , and Popery over- 
run the Nation, unleſs the people themſelves endeavoured to 
reventit, And told this Examinant, That two ways had 


etn thought on (but named not by whom) one by a ger 
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neral Inſurrection in ſeveral parts of the Kingdom, and the 
ether a more Compendious and ſafe way of taking away 
the King and Duke by ſome ſurprize in ſome Journey. To 
which this Examinant anſwered to this effect, to wit, That 
he looked upon the firſt Method to be impracticable and 
full of hazard, the Militia, Navy, Forts, and Ammunition 
being in the hands of the Government, and the people as it 
were naked ; and ſuch an attempt might intail a long and 
Bloody War upon the Nation, and muſt end in the deftru- 
Ction of the King and Duke, or elſe it would be in vain. 
And therefore the ſecond Method of taking them off by ſur- 
prize was moſt rational, if there were a neceffity of doing 
the one thing or the other, And this Examinant further 
faith, That after this Diſcourſe, the ſaid Mr.Ferguſon went into 
Holland, and after his return from thence , had ſeveral Di(ſ- 
courſes with this Examinant to the ſame effect, concerning 
the deſtroying the King and the Duke; and that there 
would be an opportunity ſhortly of doing it , either-upon 
the King and Dukes going to, or coming from Nermw- 
market, 

This Examinant further ſaith , That ſoon after the ſaid 
Mr. Ferguſon, Mr. Richard Goodenough, Mr. Richard Rum- 
bald, this Examinant, and ſometimes Colonel Romzey ( fo 
called) and Capt. Falcot met, ſometimes at this Examinants 
Chamber, and ſometimes at other places, where they uſed to 
debate and conſider of the Method cf putting the Defign of 
Killing the King and the Duke in Execution. 

And this Examinant further ſaith , That none of the per- 
ſons above mentioned, ſave Richard Rumbald only, was to 
aCt in perſon, in the ſaid Attempt, but the ſaid Robert Fer- 
guſon, Richard Rumbald and Richard Goodenough under- 
took to provide the perſons to make the faid attempt , 
which perſons were to be forty at leaſt, and fifty if they could 
procure them. 

This Examinant further ſaith, That there was alſo a fur- 
ther debate what ſort of Arms ſhould be made uſe of in the 
Attempt: And it was agreed there ſhould be Blunderbufles, 
Muskets or Carbines, and Piſtols ; but how the ſaid Arms 
fhould be carried down, whether before-hand, or by the 
perſons on Horſeback, this Examinant does not remember 
they came to any reſolution. 

This Examinant further faith , That it was put 

ome 
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ſome of the perſons who were to make the Attempt ſhould 
kill one or more of the Horſes in the Kings Coach, and then 
one party ſhould ſet upon the Coach and ſhoot into it, and 
another party fight the Guards ; and if there ſhould be oc- 
caſion, a Cart ſhould be overturned in the Road on purpoſe 
to ſtop the Coach. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That after the ſaid Re- 
ſolution above-taken, this Examinant was much troubled in 
his mind, and endeavoured to repreſent ſeveral difficulties 
and hazards in the thing , and the ill conſequences thereof 
whether it ſucceeded or not, with an intention to have divert- 
ed the thing. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That after the Fire at 
Newmarket, and before the Kings return from thence ſooner 
than was expected, this Examinant and the other perſons 
above-mentioned met at this Examinants Chamber, where 
becauſe they had no certain intelligence how long the King 
would ſtay there before his return to London, it was agreed, 
to the beſt of this Examinants remembrance, that the At- 
tempt ſhould be then wholly laid afide. 

And this Examinat further ſaith , That ſome ſhort time 
after the Kings return from Newmarket, there being a Diſ- 
courſe at a Tavern in the City between this Examinant and 
the ſaid Rumbala, and one Fohn Keeling, concerning the diſ- 
appointment of their ſaid Attempt, in not having the Arms 
ready ; and the faid Keeling openly mentioning Blunder- 
buſſes, Muskets, and Piſtols, this Examinant adviſed him to 
call the ſaid Arms by the names of Swan-Quills, Gooſe- 
Quills, and Crow-Quills, that the Drawers might not take 
notice. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That at the ſame Ta- 
vern, the ſaid R:chard Rymbald told this Examinant, and 
the ſaid Keeling, that the King came by his Houſe 
with a ſlender Guard of Six Horſe, much tyred, and that 
Six Men well provided might have made the Attempt and 
ſucceeded init. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That ſome ſhort time 
after, it was agreed by this Examinant, the ſaid Ferguſon, 
Rumbald and Goodenough, that ſome Arms ſhould be bought 
to be in a readineſs for any occaſion : And becauſe this Exa- 
minant wasno otherwiſe capable to ſerve in any ſuch Deſign, 
it was propoſed to him and he undertook to GIS 
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Arms ; and accordingly this Examinant beſpake of one 
Daft a Gunſmith in Sheer-lrne, 30 Caſe of Piſtols, 30 Car- 
bines with Belts and Swivels, and 10 Blunderbaffes, be- 
fides Bullets and Flints, on pretence of ſending the ſame 
into Ameri 1, but the ſame were not entred at the Cu- 
ſtom-houſe till Tueſday laft, although this Examinant did 
deſign to have done ſo fix weeks before. 

And this Examinant further faith, That being at a Ta- 
vern about three weeks or a month fince with Nathanzel 
Wade, Richard Neithorp and others, where the ſaid Mr. 
Nelthorp was reading a Gazette, wherein there were Re- 
lations of Tumults at Cologne, abetted by one Gulch, the 
ſaid Keeling came into the Room to þ ws with one of the 
Company , and Mr. Nelthorp in a jefting manner called the 
fajd Keeling, Gulick 5; whereupon the aid Kee/rng faid to 
this Examinant, What think you for all your jeſting, if I 
and fome few more of my Friends ſh15uld ſave the City Char- 
ter and the Nation? or words to this effect, To whom 
this Examinant replyed, he would do very well to do fo: 
but then asked him the manner how he would do it? To 
which he anſwered, That no body ſhould know it till they 
had done ; but hoped he ſhould not be hanged for't : Up- 
on which words this Examinant ſuſpeCting the ſaid Keet- 
zng meant ſome extravagant thing, bid him take care not 


todo any fooliſh thing and ruine the Proteftants. 


And this Examinant further faith, That about Eaſter 
Lft ſome Diſcourſes were had concerning the making ſome 
attempt upon the King and Duke, between F/;nd/or and 
Hampton-Court, but no reſolution therein was ever taken 
to this Examinants knowledge or remembrance, 

This Examinant further faith, That there was ſome 
Conſiderations lately had how to make an Eftimate of the 
ſtrength of the Proteſtant Party, in caſe they ſhould be 
put upon their own Defence 3 when it was agreed that the 
City and Suburbs ſhould be divided into twenty parts, and 
that ſome perſon well acquainted in each Diviſion, ſhould 
enquire into and make a return of the number he ſhould 
find : which returns are not yet made to the Examinants 
knowledge: And more this Examinant for the prefent 


ſaith not, Robert Weſt. 
23 Die Jas, 1633, Capt. £5 recopnut” coram me 
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The further Examination of Robert Weſt 
Barriſter at Law of the Middle-Temple, 
the 24th of June, 1683. 


His Examinant ſaith, That he was Informed of the 
InfurreCtion in his former Examination mentioned 
to have been deſigned in November laſt by Thomas 

Walcot, who told this Examinant that the fame was pro- 
jeCted by the late Earl of Shaftsbury, and was to have been 
put in execution the 19th of November laſt, but that he 
looked upon it as a mad thing, which he had no thoughts 
to engage in ; and afterwards tcid this Examinant that it 
was wholly laid afide. 

And this Examinant further faith, That to the beſt of 
his remembrance Franc 1s Shire lately deceaſed was the per- 
ſon who acquainted this Examinant that an Aflaflination 
of the King and Duke in their return from Newmarket in 
or about Ofober laſt had been intended, and that he heard 
the fame from Mr. F:gu/on; and this Examinant acking 
Mr. Fergufou about it, the faid Ferguſon told this Exami- 
nant, that it had not been thought of time —_ and 
therefore could not be done, or words to that eff: 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That he diſcourſing 
with the ſaid Ferguſon concerning the late intended At- 
tempt upon the King and Duke in their return from New- 
market, asked the ſaid Fergrſon what care was taken to ju- 
ſtify the ſame, if in caſe it took effect, for that the other 
party might in revenge ſhed a great deal of Blood, and 
immediately proclaim the Princeſs of Orange, which would 
overthrow the whole Defign. To which he anſwered me, 
That care would be taken about it,and that the Lord Mayor 
and Sheriffs and moſt of the Lieutenancy ſhould be ſecured. 
But when this Examinant defired to know what perſons 
were to be concerned, he bad this Examinant ask no que- 
ſtions, for things would be managed well, as he faid ; and 
that if London was fecured, all Eng/and would fall in. 

And this Examinant further faith, That when this Ex- 
aminant asked the faid Ferguſon whither any Declaration 
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was prepared to be publiſhed upon ſuch occaſion ? he told 
this Examinant that it had been conſidered of and was rea- 
dy, and would be printed ready to be diſperſed : but when 
this Examinarit asked him how it ſhould be done, he an- 
ſwered it was affuredly fo, but this Examinant muſt ask no 
queſtions. | 

And this Examinant further faith, That before this Ex- 
aminant beſpake the Arms mentioned in his former Exami- 
nations, the ſaid Fergryſon told this Examinant that he woutd 
ive this Examinant Mony to pay for them, for he had 

Tre or fix hundred pounds at Command, but he paid not 
the Mony to this Examinant till about three weeks or a 
month fince, and then paid it this Examinant in ninety 
three Guineys, but would not tell this Examinant of whom 
he had the ſaid Mony. And this Examinant further ſaith, 
That the ſaid Ferguſon: told this Examinant that the Scots 
intended to make ſome InſurreCtion in Scotland this Sum- 
mer, but were not well able to do ſo without the affiftance 
of ten thouſand pounds, or ſome other great ſum to buy 
Arms for them, which he had hopes of getting for them, 
and that they expeCted, and he hoped they would be ſe- 
conded by a party in England, both in London and in 'the 
Northern and Weſtern parts. And when this Examinant 
asked him what perſons of Note would engage in it, and 
what method they would uſe ; He anſwered, Firſt let us 
ſound our ſtrength, and if there be encouragement from 
that, you will not want men of Quality to 5 their Poſt, 
but you muſt excuſe me from naming of them till there bs 
occaſion. And this Examinant further ſaith, that though 
he frequently enquired whether any Mony had been paid 
to the Scots, he could not certainly be informed that any 
Mony had been paid. 

And further this Examinant ſaith, that the Arms in his 
former Examinations particularly mentioned were direCt- 
ed by the Company then preſent to be beſpoken. 

And further this Examinant faith, That he hath been, 
often in company with Mr. Edward Norton of Dorſetſhire 
as this Examinant doth believe, with Nathaniel Wade a 
Barriſter at Law and Francis Goodenough an Attorney at 
Law, at the Caftle-Tavern in Fleetſtreet, and at the 
Green-Dragon Tavern upon Snow-hill; where ſome Dif- 
Eourſes were held concerning an Infurrection in nn" 
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and of one in England, if there ſhould be occaſion or be 
thought requiſite ; at which time the ſaid Parties laſt 
mentioned, declared they would not be wanting to. act 
their parts therein, And this Examinant further faith 
not, 


' Robert W eff 


24 Juni Capt. &* recognit. 
coram me 


L. JENKINS: 


The further Examination of Robert Weſt, 


taken by my Lord Keeper the 25th of 


June, 1683. 


His Examinant further faith, That Robert Ferguſon 

in his two former Examinations named, told and 
ſent this Examinant word by a Note, That if this 
Examinant would ſend to Major F:h!z Wildman ( common- 
ly fo called ) he would pay a hundred pounds for the Arms 
in this Examinants farther Examinations mentioned to be 
bought by this Examinant ; and this Examinant not be- 
ing willing to ſpeak with the ſaid W/:/dman himſelf, ſent 
Richard Rumbald to receive the Mony ; but the ſaid W:ds 
man was gone out of Town before the ſaid Rumbald did call 
at his Houſe. And this Examinant turther faith, That upon 
ſome diſcourſe at one of the Meetings in his former Exami- 
nations mentioned, it was propoſed, whether ſome of the 
chief Miniſters of State, particularly the Lord Keeper, the 
Lord Marqueſs of Ha/lzfax,and the Earl of Rocheſter that now 
is, ſhould be killed,and it was agreed that it was very neceſſa- 
ry they ſhonld be Kllied ; but no particular perſons were 
D appointed 
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appcinted to do it, as this Examinant remembers, it being 
thought almoſt impoilivle tor any of the ſaid Miniſters to 
efcape And tuither, this Examinant faith not, 


Robert Weſt. 


25 Junil 1683, 
C a). & recogni. coram me 


F. NORTH, C.S. 


_— 


VR_— Eu 


Th: further Ex aminaticn of Robert Welt 
of the Mi ddle-Temple , Barriſter at 
Law, taken before My. Secretary |enkins 
the 25th of June, 1653. 


b 


His Exam inznt further ſaith, That ſome time in 
the laſt Spring, and to the beſt of this Examinants 
remembr ance, whilſt the King was at Newmar- 

h t, Francis SÞute, late deceas'd, came to this Exami- 
nant witi a Mefſ-ge from the Lord Howard of Eſcrick , as 
he told this Examinant, to this efteCt, v/7 , That the Lord 
Hard had a Project tor raifing a Body of Men to make 
an InſurreCtion, and defired this Examinants concurrence 
and atiiftance in it; and ſhortly after, the Lord Howard 
and Mr. $/4te came to this Examinants Chamber in the 
Femple, where the Loid Hz wird told this Examinant, 
That except ſome Effort were made by the People to- 
wards ſaving their Liberties and Religion, all would be loſt; 
or vfed words to that effect. And this Examinant telling 
bis Lordſhip that he ſaw no way of doing fo,that did not en- 
danger the Peopie more in cafe of a mitcarriage, his Lord- 
ſip told this Deponent, he had thought of a method fea- 
ſible in his opinion, and it was this, to the beſt of this 
Exaninants "remembrance, v:7, That Ten Men of Skill 
and Conduct in Martial Afﬀairs, ſhould meet, and each 
chuſe to hi{elt Ten men whom he might uſe, that every 
64 thcfe Ten ſhould raiſe Twenty Men, fo as to make up 
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a Body of Two thouſand Men: that empty Houſes ſhould 
be taken for theſe Men, as near the ſeveral Gates of the 
City and other convenient Poſts, as could be : that the 
night before the Execution intended, the Men ſhould be 
got into thoſe Houſes, and acquainted with the Execu- 
tion ; ſuch as refuſed ſhould be clapt into the Cellars, and 
the reſt ally out at the moſt convenient Hour, and ſeize 
and ſhut up the Gates, and then demand the Inhabitants 
Arms ; and he doubted not but they would deliver them 
and People enough come into affiſtance. His Lcrdſhip 
named Col. Romzey, Col. Danvers, Mr. Clare and three 
others whom this Examinant hath forgotten, for Six of the 
principal Ten, and defired this Examinant to ſpeak to 
them to conſider of the Project and fill up the number of 
Ten; but this Examinant having no mind to engage in it, 
only told Col. Romzey of it and none other of the Parties 
above-named, who told this Examinant he would not 
meddle in it, and adviſed this Examinant to proceed no 
further 3 and when the ſaid Lord Howard came to this Ex= 
aminant for an Anſwer, this Examinant told his Lordſhip, 
that he could meet with no encouragement ; whereupon 
his Lordſhip replied he could make as good a ſhift as 
other Men, and he would trouble himſelf no further and 
came not fince to this Examinant. 

And this Examinant further faith, That the ſaid Lord 
Howard at another time told this Examinant at a Tavera 
in the City, That he thought it no difficulty with 50 » 
Horſe to ſurprize the King, Duke, and all the Court at 
Newmarket, by beating up their Quarters about break of 
day 3 but this Examinant told the ſaid Lord Howard it 
was impoſſible to get ſuch a Bogly to fo great a diſtance 
unobſerved, at which his LordſhiÞ ſeem'd convinc'd. 

And this Deponent further ſaith, That the ſaid F ng 
told this Examinant, that the Arms to be bought with the 
ſaid Ten thouſand pound, lay ready provided in Ho!- 
land to be Tranſported for Scotland, and that the Earl 
of Argyle would go over with them and Head the Scces 
in Perſon ; and that one Engliſh Lord offered to pay the 
whole Ten thouſand pounds by Mortgaging his Eſtate, 
if the reſt of the Mannagers would have ſecured him 
their Proportions, But he ſhould not name the Lord's 
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Name then, but fince the ſaid Ferguſon told this Exami- 
nant it was the*Lord Gr.y, And further this Exami- 


Robert Wt. 


26. Die Juni, 168 2. 
C aft. O recognit, coram mes 


L. JENKINS. 


nant faith not, 


The further Examination of Robert Welt 
of the Middle-Temple, Barriſter at 
Law, 


His Examinant faith, That he was informed by Mr. 
T Forovuſon, and to the beſt of his remembrance, by 

Col. Rremgey likewiſe, that the late Earl of Shafe/- 
bury adviſed the Duke of Monmonth when he went into 
Ch ſhire in September laſt, that if his Grace were attend- 
ed with a good appearance of Gentlemen and Freeholders 
there, his Grace ſhould ſet up anddeclare for a Free Par- 
liament. And that when his Grace was taken into cu- 
ftody by a Meſſenger, the ſaid Earl of Shafzsbury adviſed 
that the ſaid Meffenger ſhould be Killed and his Grace 
return into Cheſhire and declare as above, or elſe Poſt in- 
to the Weſt of Er7/:-d and ſet up there, But his Grace 
and the Lord Grey of H/1rk were of another Opinion, 
v17. That his Grace ſhould Surrender himſelf, which his 
Grace did acco;dinz1y. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That ſince the In- 
ſurrection intended in November laſt was laid afide, this 
Examinant was informed by Col. Remzey, that one great 
reaſon of its being laid afide, was, that one Mr. Fohn 
Trenchard on whom there wasa great Reliance for a con- 
ſiderable Body of Men in the Weſt, viz. at Taunton, would 
not undertake to procure ſuch a Body, for which he was 
much reproached by the Lord Grey, ; 

And 
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And this Examinant further ſaith. That ſome time before 
Mr. Ferguſon went over into Helland, the ſaid Fergrſon, 
this Examinant, and one Mr. John Roe late Sword-Bearer 
of Briſto! were together at the Young Devil Tavern in 
Fleet-Street, where ſome diſcourſe was had concerning the 
killing the King and Duke of Tork, and of a general Inſur- 
reCtion ; but this Examinant cannot remember any par- 
ticular paſſages of that Diſconſe. ; 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That after the ſaid 
Fergu/om went for Holland, v17. about Chriſtmas laſt Col, 
Remzey, this Examinant, Rz:ch.rd Goodrnorgh, and the 
ſaid R-e, ſeveral times met and diſcourſed concerning the 
ſaid Deſign againſt the king and Duke, as alſo of a general 
Infurrection, which they difting»iſhed by the names of 
the Lopping Point, and General Poirit : One of which 
Meetings, to the beſt of this Examinants remembrance, 
was at this Examinants Chamber in the Temple, where 
were preſent beſides Col. Remzey, this Examinant, the ſaid 
Gooden: ugh and Roz, Mc. Foſeph Tviley, Mr. Edward Norton, 
and Mr.R:chard Ne/thorp,and the ſaid Mr.Neith-rp approved 
of an InſurreCtion, but always expreſſed a Deteſtation of the 
Deſign to kill the King and Duke, as a baſe ungenerous 
thing : But the ſaidRo- declared, he would be one to ex= 
ecute it rather than it ſhould fail to be done. 

And this Examinant faith, That at fore or all of thoſe 
Meetings it wzs diſcourſed in what place, and in what man- 
ner the ſaid Defign againſt the King and Duke ſhovld 
be put in Execution ; and it was propoſed to be done 
either in the Playhoute, by Planting Men in the Pit about 
the King's Box, armed with Piftols and Pocket Blrnder- 
buſſes, who between the Acts of the Play ſhould make 
the Aſſault, or in their return from the Playhouſe by 
night under Bedfcrd Garden Wall ; becaufr of the conve- 
nience for one part of the Aflailants walking vaſtſpected 
in the P:az;77, and another walking fo mn the Square within 
the Rails, and another being about the Chnich Porch, who 
upon the firſt Aſſiult might prevent Afititance to the king 
out of Ccvent-Garden : Or cle it might be conc as the 
King and Duke were pailing down the River in a Barge, 
gither by overrunning their Barge with a Hoy, or ele 
Boarding their Barge, and ſhooting a Flank or two out 
of the bottom with Elunderbn es, and Ww to fuk it 3 but 
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both theſe ways were looked upon as very hazardous and 
probable to miſcarry , and therefore neither was agreed 
ON. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That in the laſt 
Chr:ſtmaſs Holy-days, Col. Romzey invited this Examinant, 
and ſeveral others to Dinner at his Houſe in Kzngs-Square in 
Sobx-Ficlds , where Dined this Examinant, Mr. R:ichard 
G odenough, Mr. Francs Goodenough, Mr. Roe, Mr. Blaney, 
5nd to the beſt of this Examinants remembrance, Mr. 7o- 
ſep! Tilry, and ſome diſcourſe was then had of the ſaid De- 
fizn againſt the King and Duke, and of a general Inſurre- 
ct on, which this Examinant propoſed to them. being Law- 
yers to call and diſtinguiſh them in this- manner 3 The 
deſign of killing the King and the Duke, Executing a Bar- 
gm and Sale, which was a ſhort manner of Conveyance; 
And the general InſurreQtion, By the Executing a Leaſe 
and R:lea/e, which is a longer Conveyance, which DiftinCti- 
on was received, and often afterwards made uſe of; but 
the ſame Blaney was never afterward, as this Examinant re- 
members, at any other Meeting. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That ſome ſhort time 
after Chriſtmaſs laſt, this Examinant, Col, Remzey, Mr. 
Wilcct, and Mr, Rumbald met at the Salutation Tavern in 
L.umbzraſtreet, whers it was Diſcourſed, that ſome prepa- 
rations ought,to be made againſt the time, that either the 
{id Deſign againſt the King and Duke, or a general Inſur- 
reCtion ſhould be put in Execution : And it was agreed, 
that Fergy/or ſhould be ſent for Home, and that Ludlow 
ſhovld be ſent for if it could be, and that Blank Com- 
m'fons ſhould be drawn up for Officers both Civil and 
Military and a Model of Government ; but there was ſome 
doubt in whoſe names thoſe Commiſſions ſhould run, and 
zt laſt it was propoſed ( but this Examinant does not re- 
member by whom ) that they ſhould run in the name of 
the Contederate Lords and Commons of England. After 
which Meeting, this Examinant and Col. Romzey went the 
{:me mght, to the beſt of this Examinants remembrance 
cr foon after to a Coffee-Houſe in Popes-head Alley, to 
enquire tor one Mr. Thomas Shepard a Merchant, for dire- 
Ctions how to ſend to Mr, Ferzuſon then in Holland, and 
there found Mr. Shepard, And this Examinant, by the con- 
int of the ſaid Col, Romzey, wrote a ſort of Canting Letter 
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to Fergu'on, to invite him over for his Health, but there 
was no particular Brfinefs in the ſaid Leiter; and the ſaid 
Mr. Shepard ſent it : But Mr. Lud/ow was never ſent for, 
nor any Commitiions prepared, nor any frame of Gove; n= 
ment drawn up to this Examinants knowledge, or as he evcr 
heard of, 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That about Chr:/tys 
laſt he was informed, to the beſt of this Examinants rc- 
membrance, by Col. R-mzey, that a defizn for a genera] 
Inſurrection was carrying on, and was inanaged by a Ca- 
bal or Council, and that the ſaid Cabal differed among ſt 
themſelves, and the Buſineſs was like to be at a ftand ; bur 
the Perſons of that Cabal, the ſaid Col. R-mzey dd not 
then give this Examinant any account of: But the ſaid Col, 
R-mzey, this Examinant and Nathan:e! Wide agreed to 
draw up ſome few Fundamentals, which they thought rea- 
ſonable, and the ſaid Col. R-m7ey to preſent the fame to 
the Lord RuJc/, for him to preſent to the Managers or the 
Duke of Monmruth, which they did accordingly, but the 
fame were rejected, as the ſaid Col. Remzey told this Ex- 
aminant, and this Examinant hath no Copy of them. 

And this Examinant further faith, That about Hz//zry 
Termlaſt, this Examinant was informed by Mr. 79ſeph T+- 
ley, and fince by Fames Ho!'omay of Briſto\, that there 
was a confiderable Party in Br:/to/, we:l provided for, and 
almoſt impatient for Action, and had laid a rational Deſign, 
it they could be ſeconded in other Places. 

And this Examinant further faith, That he was informed 
by Mr. Richard N-:thzrp, that Col, Sidney had fent Aaron 
Smith into Scot/and, with Letters to Sir. George Cambel,and 
Sir Fohu Cockran,or one of them,upon pretence of a Purchate 
of Land in C:ro/:n7, but in trath, to get them up+t0 Lov 
dn, in order to ſettle Matters for a Riſing, or uicd words 
to that effect ; and that the ſaid Col. S:dnry gave the ſaid 
Aaron Smith Fourſcore Guinmes, or fowe ſuch Sum tcr his 
Charges: And Mr. Feronſen hath fince told this Ex- 
aminant, that the ſaid Aaron Snauto behaved himfelt very 
indiſcreetly in the ſaid Journey, and ran a hazard of d.-+ - 
vering the Deſizn. 

And this Examinant farther ſaith, That Mr. Fern 
of en told his Examinant, That it was agreed between te- 
veral Scots and ſeveral Perſons of Quality here in Engl & 
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that the Sccts ſhould have 10000 /, from hence to buy 
Arms, and then ſhould Riſe in Scot/and, and be ſeconded 
here by an Inſurre&tion in England ; or if the Engliſh 
would help the Scots to 30000 /. they would attempt a Ri- 
{ing in Scotl.ma, without being ſeconded in, or further af- 
ſiſted from England. And that the 10000 /. was to be 
paid this day and that day, but at length the 10000 /. 
\unk to 5000 /, but the Scots were reſolved to Riſe though 
they had nothing but their Claws to fight with, rather 
than endure what they did. And about three Weeks or a 
Month ſince, the ſaid Ferguſon told this Examinant that 
Col. Sz4ney and Major Wildman had ufed the Scuts ill and 
broken with them after making them attend two Months; 
and the reaſon they broke upon was, That the Scrts would 
not agree to declare for a Common-wealth and the extir- 
pation of the Monarchy, but that ths ſaid Ferguſon had 
hopes of raifing the Mony otherwiſe, but would not tell 
this Examinant how ; neither could this Examinant ever 
be certainly informed, whether any part of the {aid Mo- 
ny has been paid to the Scots, And-this Examinant fur- 
ther ſaith, That Mr. John Roe hath told this Examinant, 
' that he the ſaid Ry9e was acquainted with ſome Scotch- 

mien here in London, who informed him that there were 
2000 or Zooo Scots ( many of them Bothwe!-Bridge 
Men ) who were Journey-men and Pedlers in and about 
Enzland, and were under the order and management of 
Ten or Twelve Scotchmen in London, who could in a 
Month or Six weeks time draw in all up to London; and 
that the Earl of Shafrsbury had a great command of theſe 
Men. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That about three 
Months ſince or thereabouts, this Examinant being upon 
the Exchanz?, met with Major W:ldman, who told this 
Examinant for News that the Marqueſs of Huntly and 
Earl of Domplas, two eminent Papiſts, were reported to be 
made General of the Forces, and Governour of Sterl:ng 
Caſtle in Scot/and,and that a Reſumption or Repurchaſe of 
tae Abby-Lands was going to be made there, Whereup- 
upon this Examinant told the ſaid Major W/i/dman, That 
he this Examinant had a Plantation in America where the 
Churchmen never had Footing, and would go thither if 
he was driven from hence, To Which the ſaid Major 

ESI | Wildma: 


ſ 


Copies of the Informations. 


————. 


___—— 


Wiliman replied, Keep here, and don't talk, of being driven 
out, drive them out hence. And this Examinant ſaying, 
He did not ſee how that could be done : The ſaid Major 
Wildman returned , It may be done, and muſt be done, 
and ſhall be done ; or uſed words to that effect. 

And this Examinant further ſaith , That Mr. Rumbald 
told this Examinant not long fince , that Major W:/dman 
had ſhewed hin1 a Paper in the nature of a Declaration or 
Remonſtrance, which he intended to have Printed and 
Diſperſed among the People at the time of the intended In- 
ſurrection ; and that he the ſaid 1/i/dman had formerly en- 
couraged the ſaid Rumbald in the attempt upon the King 
and Duke in their way to or from Newmarket, but afterwaid 
feemed to diſcourage him. 

And this Examinant further ſaith , That after the Fire 
happened at Newmarket, and this Examinant, Col. Rom- 
zey, Walcot, Ferguſon, Rumbald , and Richard Goodenougb 
had met twice , and reſolved to let making any Attempt 
upon the King and Dukealone. The faid Ferguſon on Sa- 
turday or Sunday before the King's return , borrowed forty 
Guinnies of Col. Romzey , as the ſaid Col. Romzey and 
Ferguſon have 'fince told this Examinant , in order to. ſet 
the ſame on work, but did nothing in it; and hath fince 
repaid 3o Guinnies , if not the whole 4o Guinnies to the 
ſaid Col. Romzey. 

And this Examinant further faith, That after the Kings 
return from Newmarket, the ſaid Col. Remzey, this Exami- 
nant, Ferguſon, Rumbald, Goodenorgh, and Walcor, as this 
Examinant believes, met at the George and Vulture-Tavern 
on Ludgat-Hill , where the Arms in this Examinants for- 
mer Examinations mentioned and the Sorts and Sizes there- 
of were agreed upon : And the ſaid Ferpr/on told the Coni- 
pany that one was employed to ſee for ſome Convenience 
between Hampton-Court and Windj{or, to make the At- 
tempt upon the King and Duke , but he never made any 
Report of the Meſſage, though he was prefſed to it by this 
Examinant and others, being then wholly intent, as this Ex- 
aminant perceived , upon Managing the: Scotch Infur- 
reCtion, 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That ſoon afterward 
there were ſeveral Meetings between all or moſt of the Par- 
ties abovementioned, at ths Caſtle-Tavern in Fleetſireet, and 
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Green-Dragon-Tavern on S$now-Hill; but this Examinant 
doth not remember any particular Diſcourſe at any of the 
ſaid Meetings , other than concerning the Progreſs of the 
Scotch preparation towards an Infurrection. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That there was fince 
propoſed making an Attempt upon the King and Duke in 
theirreturn from the Dukes Play-Houſe in the narrow part 
of the Street, but the fame was wholly reje&ted,and this Exa- 
minant never heard of any Attempt deſigned to be made up- 
on the King and Duke at a Bull-Feaft , nor never heard 
_ a Bull-Feaſt was to be had till about Ten or Eleven days 

Ince. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That the ſaid Ferguſon 
told this Examinant that the InſurreCtion in England intend- 
ed to ſecond that in Scotland would be in this manner, 27. 
That one Party ſhould beupin the Weſt, at Briſtol, Taun- 
ton and thereabout, another in Torkſhire at Tork, another in * 
Cheſhire at Cheſter, and if it could be done, another in Devon- 
ſhire at Exeter, in every of which places ſome Perſons of 
Quality would appear, but named them not, and that the 
main Puſh was deſigned at London, and was ordered thus, 
v17. That ſeveral Parties ſhould at once Attack the Tower, 
the Guards and the Exchange, the Mews , the Savoy and 
Whitehal , and one at Weſtminſter ſhould fall upon the Back 
of Whitehal, that a Party of Horſe ſhould be laid at Starnes- 
Bridge to way-lay the King and Duke , if they went to- 
wards Windſor , and another Party of Horſe to way-lay 
them in their Road to Portſmouth if they went thither 2 
that the Mayor and Sheriffs ſhould be ſeized, but the De- 
fign was not to be Communicated till it was ripe for ACti- 
on, and added, That he hoped the Duke of Monmouth 
and & <a Ruſſel might be prevailed with to appear in 
Lonam. 

And this Examinant further ſaith , That after the Scots 
were diſappointed of the Mony promiſed to them, the ſaid 
Fer7:iſo:: would have had this Examinant to have met and 
diſcourſed with Sir Thomas Armſtrong , but this Examinant 
refuſed to do ſo; and he once asked this Examinant to wait 
apon the Duke of Monmorth but this Examinant retuſcd 
Chat alſo, 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That thovgh the (aid 
Fcrzuſon was ſhie of naming Perſons of Quality to this 
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Examinant, yet he always believed he meant the Duke of 
Monmouth, Lord Ruſſel, Lord Gr-y, Col. Sydney, Mr. Charle- 
ton, Major Wildman and others, but this Examinant never 
diſcourſed with any of them himſelf, And Col. Romzey 
about two or three Months fince to the beſt of this Exami- 
nants remembrance told this Examinant that the Lord Hrg- 
ard of Eſcrick,, Col. Sydney, Mr. Hampden Junior, Major 
Wildman and others whom this Examinant hath forgotten, 
were Managers of the Deſign. 

And this Examinant further faith, That Richard Rum- 
bald was commonly called Han:bal by reaſon of his baving 
but one Eye, and that it was uſual at the Meetings above- 
mentioned to Drink a Health to Hanibal and his Boys, and 
this Examinant believes the Ninety three Guinnies in this 
Examinants former Ex2mination mentioned to be paid to 
him by the ſaid Ferguſon for the Arms, were given to him 
by Mr. Charleton, for that the ſaid Ferguſon had before told 
this Examinant, that he ſhould have the ſaid Mony when 
Mr. Charleton came to Town, and when the faid Fergufore 
paid the ſaid Guinnies tothis Examinanthe told him he had 
not had them in his Cuſtody above half an Hour, and this 
Examinant met the ſaid Char/etoz going from him when 
this Examinant came to him, 

And this Examinant further ſaith , That about five 
Wecks fince after the faid Treaty with the Scots ſeemed 
to be broken off, this Examinant, Col. Romzey, Mr. Wal- 
cot, Mr. Wade, Mr. Nirton, Richard Goodeno:igh and Fames 
Holloway, met at the Toung-Devi/-Tavern between the two 
Temple-Gates, where it was agreed to divide the City into 
ſeveral Parts and to give the ſeveral Parts to ſeveral Perſons 
to examine what Force might be Raiſed in eyery one of 
them, and if 3000 Men could be Raiſed for the firſt On- 
fet it was thought ſufficient encouragement to venture up- 
on an InſurreCtion , and it was not doubted but 20060 
Men would fall in if the firſt Onſet had any ſucceſs ; and 
in order to this a large Map of the City and Suburbs was 
bought and hung up in this Examinants Chamber, where 
Mr. Wade, Holletway and Francis Geodenough divided the 
City and Suburbs into Twenty Diviſions, which were to be 
Managed thus : One principal Man in each Diviſion ſhould 
employ Fourteen or Fifteen under him and give them their 
particular Walks, fo that they might not interfere one _ 
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another and be deceived in their Numbers. Theſe were to 
provide Ten Men a-piece at leaft , fo that 150 Men in each 
Diviſion would make 3000 out of the Twenty Diviſions, and 
what was over might be kept for a Reſerve, but there was 
no particular Method as this Examinant remembers agreed 
upon to uſe theſe Men , but was deferred till the Number 
was certain ; after which Diviſions ſo made the faid Richard 
Goodenough by reaſon of his general Acquaintance under- 
took to find out Men to act accordingly , and ſome ſhort 
time after the ſaid Parties abovementioned met at the Green- 
Dragon-Tavern, where the ſaid Goodenough declared he had 
employed ſeverai Perſons from whom he hoped to have a 
good account in a little time ; and the next Week after the 
{aid Parties abovementioned and one Mr. Zachary Bourn a 
Brewer whom the ſaid Goodenoygh had employed in it, met - 
at the Salutation-Tavern in Lumbardſtreet, but this Exami- 
nant came not thither till the Company juſt broke up, and 
did not hear what paſſed there; And about a Week after 
the ſame Partiesexcept Holloway (who was gone to Brio!) 
met again at the Green- Dragon Tavern on Snow-Hill, where 
the ſaid —_— reported that he had an account of 
1300 Men out of two of the Hamlets, and that Southwark 
would yield more, and Sp:tt/e-Fields a great Number,but 
had no particular account of other places. 

And this Examinant further ſaith , That above three 
Weeks fince Richard Rumbald told this Examinant that he 
ſuſpected Mr. Keeling had diſcovered all the Deſigns, as well 
that of the intended Affaflination from Newmarket as the 
other Deſign then on foot, and that if he were ſure of it he 
would take care to get him knock'd on the Head but was 
unwilling to do fo till he were fully ſatisfied, and about a 
Fortnight fince the ſaid Rumbald told this Examinant that 
he had ſeveral Reaſons to Convince him that the ſaid Kee!/- 
7nz had made a Diſcovery, and but that he made fo many 
Proteſtations and Iimprecations to the contrary he would 
kill him. And this Examinant hath heard from Mr, W:ll;am 
R:1mbald, that he lent the ſaid Kee/ing an Hundred Pounds 
on Saturday was Sevennight laſt leſt the ſaid Kee/1ng ſhould 
be tempted by want of Mony, which he then pretended to 
labour under. And on Mozday was Sevennight laſt this 
Examinant was informed by the faid Mr. 1.4m Rumbaid, 
tat the ſaid Keelz22 was with Perſons that Afternoon 2 
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ſome of whom he believed would have killed theſaid Kecel- 
ing if he had not deceived them by many Imprecations that 
he had made no Diſcovery. And this. Examinant farther 
ſaith, That this Examinant, Col. Romzey, Mr. Wad?, Mr. 
Nelthorp , Goodenough and Norton had notice on Sunday 
was Sevennight laſt, by means of the faid Kee/:ng's Brother 
that the ſaid Keeling had made a Diſcovery, and thereupou 
they reſolved to meet early the next Morning in order 
to their Eſcapes, and according to their appointment met in 
Goodmans-F ields , where they endeavoured to Hire a Boat 
for Holland, whether all except this Examinant were reſolved 
to go, but by reaſon they could not get clear of Graveſend 
before five or ſix a Clock on Tueſday Night, and ſo might be 
taken, they laid afide that Deſign and every one ſhifted for 
himſelf, 

And this Examinant further faith , That when this Exa- 
minant was much dejeCted, and refuſed to go for Holland, 
moſt of the Company and particularly Col. Romzey looked 
wiſtfully in this Examinant'sFace, as if they ſuſpected Trea- 
chery in this Examinant. Whereupon this Examinant told 
the ſaid Col. Romzey , this Examinant if he were taken , 
would not ſave his Life unjuſtly, and inſtanced that he had 
never ſpoke with the Duke of Monmouth and could fay 
nothing againſt him,and would not do Injuſtice to the Co- 
lonel but rather give his Right-hand to ſerve him ;z which 
Complement the Colonel returned and fo parted, and there 
was no agreement between all or any the Parties above- 
named to favour one another: And further this Examinant 
ſaith not. 
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His Examinant further faith, That Mr. Richard Rum- 
bald and a party of his Friends abont ten Years fince 
defigned and were prepared to have Kkill'd the King and 
Duke of Tork in their Journey to or from Newmarket and 
lay in Ambuſh for that end, but the King and Duke went 
an unuſual Road through the Foreſt that time, which they 
never went before or fince, and ſo eſcaped them; and the 
faid Rwmbald alſo told this Examinant that he once had a 
mind to have taken one of the Cellars under the Duke's 
Play-Honje , and by placing Barrels of Powder there have 
Blown up the Play-:7o.fe when the King and Duke were 
there;but the confideration that a great number of other In- 
nocent People muſt have periſhed in it diverted him from it, 
though a Friend to whom he communicated the Deſign en- 
deavoured to overrule that objection by ſaying, What have 
the Fack-Damws to do among ſt the Rooks ? 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That at ſome Mect- 
ing before or about Chriſtmas laſt there was a Diſcourſe 
concerning Surprizing ſome Garriſons in caſe of an Infur- 
reCtion, and it was propoſed for Port/mouth , that ſome 
Gentlemen ſhould go into the Town and Treat the Officers 
of the Garrifon who in that bad Air were apt to accept 
of an Invitation and Drink plentifully, and that in the 
height of their Drinking a party of Men who might be 
brought into Town on a Market-day in Country-mens Ha- 
bits ſhould Surprize the Guards, who likewiſe to that end 
ſhould be Treated,and it was thought the Townſmen who 
were uneafie under the Infolencies of the Garriſon would 
be apt to clofe in and aflift in the Enterprize. Pendennis 
Caſtle was alſo mentioned as a place naked and eaſily 
ſeized and that might be of great uſe : And this Exami- 
nant doth not remember any thing ſaid about FH, but Mr 
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Ferguſon lately told this Examinant, that he had good afſu- 
rance of having Newcaſtle, 

And this Examinant further ſaith , That after the intend- 
ed InſurreCtion in November laſt was laid aſide, Ferguſon 
to the beſt of this Examinants remembrance told this Exa- 
minant that the Lord Shaftsbury had fent Mr. Walcot to 
Sir William Courtney in Devonſhire , to engage him in an 
InſurreCtion and to joyn with ſome Perſon of Quality if 
it ſhould be thought fit to ſend one thither, but Mr. Wa'- 
. cot returned without any incouragement from Sir Wilkam 
Courtney: And though this Examinant knew that the faid 
Mr. Walcot took a Journey into Devonſhire , yet the faid 
Mr. Walcot kept the buſineſs of it cloſe from this Exa- 
minant and would own only making a viſit to a 
Friend. 

And this Examinant further ſaith , That the Places uſu- 
ally reſolved on for places of Rendezvous in caſe of an In- 
ſurreCtion in Lond.n, were Saint James-Square , Covent- 
Garden, Lincolns-Inn-Fields,Smit hfield;the Royal Exchange, 
Saint Georges Fields, in Southwark, Goodmans-Fields, Spit- 
tle-Fields,and Moor-Frelds, where the Arms in the Artillery 
Ground were to be Seized, 

And this Examinant further faith , That Mr. Roe told 
this Examinant that he had diſcourſed with one Mr. Hicks 
a Tobacconiſt an Anabaptiſt Preacher a great Ring-leader 
of the Anabaptiſts , and that the ſaid Hicks had told him 
that the Anabaptiſts could , and he believed upon a good 
conſideration would make up an Army of 20000 Men 
and 1500 of the 20000 would be Horſe, and though per- 
haps there would be a neceflity of making uſe of ſome great 
Men at the beginning (and this Examinant thinks he men- 
tioned the Duke of Monmouth) yet when the Anabaptiſts 
were once up, they would not lay down their Arms till they 
had their own Terms. 

And this Examinant further ſaith , That to the beſt of 
his remembrance he was informed by Colonel Remzey , 
that the Managers of the general InſurreCtion had one or 
more Meetings at the Houſe of Mr. Thomas Shepard Mer- 
chant in Abchurch=-Lane or St. Clements-Lane in Lum- 
bard(treet London, and that if the Mony were paid to the. 
Scots the faid Mr. Shepard was to return it into Holland, 
and this Examinant to the beſt of his remembrance, once. 
or 
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or. twice asked Mr. Shepard whether any Mony were paid 
who anſwered, It was promiſed ſeveral times but he ha 
not any aſſurance of its being paid. And this Examinant 
believes the ſaid Mr. Shepard did not know of the intended 
Affaflination of the King and Duke but doth not remem- 
ber that this Examinant had any particular Diſcourſe with 
the ſaid Mr. Shepard about it, the ſaid Shepard having failed 
to meet this Examinant, Col. Remzey, and others ſeveral 
times when he had promiſed to do fo. 

And this Examinant further faith, That Mr. Ferguſon to 
the beſt of this Examinants remembrance told this Exa- 
minant ſince the King went to H:n4/or that there had been 
ſome thoughts of Surprizing W:nd/cr with 500 Horſe, but 
upon conſideration it ſeemed impraCticable, but he named 
no Perſons to this Examinant. 

And the ſaid Ferguſon defired this Examinant to ſpeak 
to Mr. Richard Goodenough to meet Sir Thomas Armſtrong 
which this Examinant kT and this Examinant believes the 
ſaid Goodenough and Sir Thomas 4rmſtrong have had ſeveral 
Meetings,and the ſaid Goodenough hath Communicated to Sir 
Thomas Armſtrong the deſign laſt carrying on for Raiſin 
3000 Men out of the Twenty Diviſions of the City aid 
Suburbs, and the Progreſs that was made init. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That at one of the 
Meetings concerning the laſt mentioned Deſign Mr.R:chard 
Goodenough Reported one Man ( but would not name him) 
would undertake to bring 1000 Men out of the Hamlets 
and if occafion were to give fatisfaCtion he would ſhew 
them all a Footbal Match or other Paſtime, but the ſaid 
Goodenough reported withal that he found moſt Perſons in- 
fiſt upon terms and required to know what eaſe and ad- 
vantage they ſhould have in matters of Religion , thcir 
Liberties and Properties, and what affurance they ſhould 
have of their being perfoimed before they would aCtually 
engage in Arms, for they would not Fight to change Per- 
ſons only, but Things ; But whether any thing was done 
in order to give them ſuch fatisfaCtion this Examinant 
knows not. | 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That the Fundamen- 
tals in this Examinants laſt Examination mentioned to be 
prepared by Mr. Wade, Colonel Romzey and this Exami- 
nant were only rough drawn up by the faid Mr, Wade's 

own 
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own Hand and this Examinant did not write them, nor had 
any Copy of them, becauſe if they had been approved of, 
it was intended to have drawn them into form,and therefore 
this Examinant cannot ſet them forth ExacHy, but to the 
beſt of this Examinants remembrance the ſubſtance of them 
was to the effect fallowing. 


I. That the People ſhoxld annually meet at a 
certain time to Chooſe Members of Parliament 
without any Writ or particular Direftion to do ſo. 


2, That the Parkament ſhould Meet at and Sit 
for a ſlated time and uot be Diſſolved Prorogued or 
Adjourned but by their own Conſent, and that no 
Prorogation or Adjournment ſhould binder their Meet- 
ing before the day to which they were Prorogued or 
Adjourned, if there were occaſion, 


3. That the Parliament ſhould confift cf « Houſe 
of Lords and a Houſe of Commons, but the exa&t 
number of both or either of them, this Exami- 
nant doth not remember. 


4. That only ſuch Nobility ſhould be Hereditary 
as were aſſiſting in this Deſign, the reſt ſhould be 
only for Life, and wpon their Death the Honſe of 
Lords be ſupplied from time to time with new ones 
ont of the Houſe of Commons, but whether by the 
Election of the Lords or of the Prince this Exa- 
minant doth not remember, 


5. The Militia ſhould be in the Parliament and 
the Parliament have the Nomination if not the Ele- 
Gion of all Judges, Sheriffs, Juſtices of Peace, and 
other greater or leſſer __ Civil or Military. A 

6 That 


—_ 


4 OOO CO EEO IIITIoonee oo. OS 


Copies of the Informations. 


—— 


6. That what Adis paſſed in bath Houſes ſpould 
be 2 Law for one Tear without the Prince*s Conſent, 
and what As paſſed bub Houſes in two ſeveral 
Parliaments ſhould be a Perpetual Law without bis 
Conſent. 


-, That a Council to the Prince ſhould be Elefted 
out of the Parliament, a certain Number of the 
Lords to be Elet:d by the Commons and a certain 
Number of the Commons to be Elefied by the Lords, 
but the Number of the Council, or of either 
Lords or Commons to be of it this Examinant 
Coth not remember, 


And this Examinant further faith , That before the ſaid 
Fcroufon went for Holland this Examinant prefling him to 
know whether the Duke of Mormonth were acquainted 
with the Defizn againſt the King and Duke, and would net 
Hang a!! Perſons concerned in it if it ſucceeded, the faid 
Fere 1c {aid, 14 hat if I yet it under his Hand that he ſhal 
20t 2 To which this Examinant anſwered, It would be fut- 
ficient fatisf:Ction, but when the ſaid Ferguſon returned 
from Hd, and this Examinant prefſed him again to 
have Secutity fat to be relied on, he asked this Examinant 
FT. ctier that were fit to be propoſed to the Duke 2 And 
Unis Examinant ſaying, If he durſt not propoſe it he thought 
otter Men onght not to venture upon it : Whereupon the 
tad Fr24ſor taid, That he had mentioned ſomething con- 
ccrning the King to the Duke of Monmouth, but not Af- 
ſai{inating him, to which the Duke anſwered ſomewhat 
fte:vly, You muſt look npon me in the Capacity of a Son 
Whiiich anſwer for fome time dampt the Deſign and always 
c!22 dit: But at lengthit was reſolved, that it the Duke did 
p1cecutc the Actors in it, that the Duke himſelf ſhould be 
Killed it it could be done 3 And this Examinant believes Col. 
Ro1zey Was preſent at or made acquainted by this Exami- 
nant with the faid Diſcourte, 

And 
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And this Examinant further ſaith , That the ſaid Fergu- 
. ſon to the beſt of his remembrance , told this Examinant 
that ſome thoughts had been formerly of making an At- 
tempt upon the King and Duke the laſt Lord Mayors Day 
either going 'out of the Coach into Guz/d-Ha/l , or in the 
Hall at Dinner ( which might be done with Men with 
Swords only) or in their return from thence at Ludeate or 
Pauls-Church-Yard , but for the great hazards in either of 
theſe ways nothing was reſolved on. | 

And this Examinant furtheg ſaith, That this Examinant 
perceiving that little or no preparations were made for the 
laſt Deſigned Attempt in the Newmarket Journey, told the 
ſaid F erguon of it, to which the ſaid Ferguſon anſwered, 
That he ſhould have a Sum of Mony for it when thingy 
were fixt, but not elſe, tor a Sum had'been Depoſited in a 
| Mans hand (but named not whoſe) for the former deſigned 
Attempt in the Oftober Journey , and though it was not 
made uſe of it was not returned and there was no asking for 
ſuch Mony again. And this Examinant further faith, That 
at one of the Meetings concerning the Attempt upon the 
King and Duke, this Examinant propoſed to the faid  Fergr- 
ſon, that ſome cf the Duke of Monmonths Servants or 
Dependants ſhould be brought into the Action , which 
might be ſome ſecurity to the Perſons engaged , or. at 
leaſt make the World think the Duke concerned in it , 
if he were not. But Mr. Rumbald did not care to en- 
gage with any of them, however this Examinant believes 
the faid Propoſal had been Communicated to fome of 
them , for that this Examinant was told (to the beſt of 
his remembrance) either by Colonel Romzey or Mr. Fergu- 
ſon , that Sir Thomas Armſtrong offered to engage if 
Colonel Romzey would, but the Colonel refuſed, and that 
in caſe of a general InſurreCtion Sir Thomas Armſtron 
would the night before it attempt to Kill the Duke of 
Tork, by going to him with a pretence to diſcover ſome 
Plot againſt him. | 

And this Examinant was informed by Mr. John Ro? that 
one Mr. Gibbons who was or had been a Servant to the 
Duke of Monmouth met the faid Roe in Covent-Gar den 
or carried him thither, and there told the ſaid Roe that 
was a Convenient place to do the Trick in (by which 
#his Examinant underſtood = Attempt upon the King 
; | 2 and 
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and Duke) and that he the ſaid Gibbons would engage to 
be one in it. 

And this Examinant further ſaith , That about a fort- 
night betore the Kings return from Newmarket, when the 
attempt was reſolved on to be made, Mr. Ferguſon told 
this Examinant, That the Duke of Monmouth and fe- 
veral Lords ſhould be invited into the City to a Din- 
ner , the fame day that the King was to return , fo as 
they might be ready to appear in the City upon the Ar- 
rival of the News, and the ſaid Ferguſon told this Exami- 
nant, that ſome preferment was deſigned for this Exami- 
nant, and defired this Examinant to-confider and give 
him a Note of ſuch Lawyers as this Examinant thought 
fit to be and would accept of being Judges, bnt this Exa- 
minant only ſmiled at his vanity and never gave the faid 
Fergujon any ſuch account. 


Robert Weſt. 


27 Junit 1683, Capt. ; 


& Recognit. Coram me 


F. North, C. S. 
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The further Examination of Robert Weſt 
4 the Middle-Temple , Barriſter at 
aw, 


ND this Examinant further ſaith , That at one of the 


Meetings held for managing the buſineſs of the Af- 


ſaflination of the King and Duke in their Newmarket 
Journey, there was ſome Diſcourſe about getting the Arms 
down to Mr. Rumbalds Houſe , and the faid Rumba'd firlt 
propoſed to put them up in long Cheſt;, and ſend them 
down by ſome Empty Carts from Smith-Fzeld, and after- 
wards he thought to make uſe of two truſty Water-men 
of his acquaintance, who ſhould lay them in the Boat , 
and carry Oyſters over them (as ſometimes they uſed to 
carry Oyſters) up Ware-River, and land them at, or near 
his own Houſe; or elſe every Man was to carry his own 
Arms, under long Coats : But no particular way was re- 
ſolved on, but ſuch was to be uſed, as ſhould appear moſt 
ſafe : And at the ſame or ſome other Meeting for the ſame 
purpoſe, it was diſcourſed how the Men ſhould get down 
unobſerved, and it was thought beit that they ſhould go 
from London in the Evening , in ſmall numbers , fo as to 
arrive at the place about Midnight and go into an empty 
Houſe near Rumba!d's own Houſe , where their Horſes 
ſhould be put into a Barn and be refreſhed , and Rum- 
bald was to ſend away his Servants early to Market, and 
his Wife and Daughter he reſolved to Lock up above 


Stairs : But the greateſt difficulty was how theie Men 


ſhould get off after the Bulineſs was done; the Road 
might be full and the party Cut oft by ſome force that 
might come from Lond'n, and theretoie Riumva'd pro- 
poſed, that if he (urviv'd the ACtion'or were not diſabled 
in it, to bring them a back way over the Meadows, and 
over Hackney-Marſh (to the beſt of this Examinants re- 
membrance) which he faid was a very good way, and all of 
it to be Galloped, and by that means they might get to 
London as foo as the news could. 'Or elfe the tfajd Kieme 
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bald offered that the party ſhould retire into his on 
Yard, which was Walled in with a high Wall, and Moa ted 
round which he would undertake to defend againſt any 
Force that could affauit- them , and before night he 
thought all would be diſperſed and ſhifting for them- 
ſelves, and the Road be clear to London , but which 
Courſe he wonld take was left to his Diſcretion, as the Cir- 
Ccumitances of the Caſe ſhould require. 


And this Examinant further ſaith, That the ſeveral 
«-ys propoſed to ſurprize and take the Tower of London 
weie theſe to the beſt of this Examinants remembrance, 
One was to ſend ten or twelve Men Armed with Piſtols , 
Pocket Daggers and Pocket Blunderbufles into the Tower 
vnder pretence of ſeeing the Armory , another number 
ſhould go to ſee the Lyons, who by reaſon of their not 
going into the Inner-Gate were not to have their Swords 
taken from them, that the perſons who went to ſee the 
Armory ſhould return into the Tavern or Sutlers Houſe 
jutt within the Gate, and there Eat and Drink till the time 
for the Attempt was come, that ſome perſons ſhould come 
in a Mourning Coach or ſome Gentlemans Coach to be 
borrowed for this occafion under pretence of making a 
viſit to {ne of the Lords in the Tower, and juſt within 
the Gate ſome of the perſons iſluing out of the Tavern 
ſhould Kill one of the Horſes, and overturn the Coach ſoas 
the Gate could not be ſhut, and the reſt of the perſons 
within, and thoſe who went to ſee the Lyons ſhould ſet up- 
on the Guards, that upon a Signal of the Coach driving 
down, a party of Men (twoor three Hundred or more if 
they could be got, and were to be lodged in empty 
Houſes to he hired for that purpoſe as near the Tower as 
could be had) ſhould be ready to ruſh out, and upon the 
noiſe of the firſt ſhot immediately run down to the Gate 
and break in, this way it at all put in Execution was to be 
in the day time about two a Clock, becauſe after Dinner the 
Officers are uſually diſperſed or, engaged m drinking, and 
the Soldiers loytering tiom their Arms, 


Another way propoſed was that ſeveral Men ſhould en- 
ter Actions againſt one another in St. Katherine's Court 
held for the Tower Liberty within the Tower, and that Fer 
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Copies of the Informations. 


65 


the Court day at which time great Liberty is allowed to 
all perſons to come in, a party of Men ſhould go as 
Plaintiffs and Defendants and Witneſſes, who joyned with 
ſome others who ſhould come in under pretence of Cu- 
riofity as abovementioned, ſhonld attempt the ſaprize , 
and be ſeconded by the party from the hired Houſes ; ard to 
the beſt of this Examinants remembrance a Coach was 
likewiſe to be made uſe of in this Caſe , and art one of the 
late Meetings for carrying on the laſt InſurreCtion , Mr. 
Goodenongh reported, That an Engineer told the ſaid Geed:- 
nough that he would recommend fome honeſt ſtout 
Fellows to be Labourers and Workmen in the Tirw.r , 
who ſhould be acquainted with the Defign and ready to 
aflift in it. | 


Another way propoſed was to ſurprize it by night, but 
that was full of difficulty, and all that this Examinant 
remembers to have been propoſed was , that a parcel of 
Faggots ſhould be carried down to the Gate and fired , 
and to ſome other Part (this Examinant thinks the water 
Gate) if it were praCticable, and a great quantity of Fag- 
gots ſhould be prepared to throw into the Ditch and to 
make up Works. That which moſt perplexed the Buſt- 
neſs was, that to ſurprize the Tower by night was very dit- 
ficult, and to begin an InſurreCtion in the day time 25 as 
difficult and would loſe wany advantages that the »2ht 
or break of day would aiford and tverefore no retvlu- 
tion was taken z Theſe were only the Debates of the 
Meetings of this Examinant and the otiier Perſons in his 
former Examination named , but this Examinant never 
heard what the Principal Managers contadered of or retolved 
on in the Caſe. 


And this Examinant further faith , That Mr. Fergu/on 
uſed to go by the name of Roberts and told this Exami- 
nant he was to go for Hoilayd with or toon after the 
Bills for the Mony to be pgid to the Scots, and that the 
intention was to Land the Arms at Edenvrgh Frith to 
the beſt of this Examinants remembrance. 


And this Examinant further faith, Mr. TF:1:.o9m Rm 
bad told this Examinapt that after it was violently 
E 4 ſuſpected 
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ſuſpected that Mr. Kze/z77 had made a Diſcovery , but had 
denyed it, it was propoſed to Mr. Keeling for the fatisfa- 
tion of his Friends that he ſhould go into the Country for 
ſome time (where it was eafte to Kill him and Bury him 


privately.) 


And this Examinant further ſaith, That after it was 
certainly known that a Diſcovery was made, it was faid 
by Mr. ade? to the beſt of this Examinants remem- 
brance, that if a Thouſand Men could be got together, it 
were better to venture a puſh here or in the Weſt and die 
like Men than be hanged like Dogs : To which it was an- 
ſwered by Colonel Rom7ey as this Examinant believes, It zs 
in vain to think of ut, the Hearts of the People are down 
and our Great Men are good for nothing, or uſed expreſſions 
to that effect. 


And this Examinant further ſaith, That on Monday was 
Sennight laft Mr. Ferguſon perceiving this Examinant 
much dejected and Colonel Rrm7ey, Mr. Wade, Mr. Nor- 
fon , Goodenough and Nelehorp m ſome Confuſion , 
laught and ſaid to them, Gentlemen, you are Stran- 
gers to this hind of Exerciſe, I have been uſedto flie, 
I will never leave off as long as T live, and I hope to 
<p of you at Dunbarr befcre Michaelmas or to that 
cft&Ct. 


Robert Weſt. 


| ——— 
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The further Examination of Robert Weſt 


of the Middle Temple, Barriſter at 
Lay. 


His Examinant further ſaith, That at ſome Meeti 
concerning a General InſurreCtion it was diſcourſ 
that a Body of Five hundred Horſe would be neceffary to 
ſcour the Streets to prevent the Kings Party from embo- 
dying and for Fighting the Horſe-Guards, or for a Purſuit, 
and to that end it was propoſed that ſome endeavours 
ſhould be uſed to bring up a Party of Horſe from the 
Adjacent Counties and that ſome means ſhould be thought 
on to ſeize the Life-Guard Mens Horſes in their Quarters, 
and the Citizens and Gentlemens Horſes in the Livery Sta- 
bles, and if there were ſucceſs and a great Body of Horſe 
ſhould be neceſſary, the great number of Hackney Coach- 
Horſes in Town would make a good force. It was fur- 
ther propoſed that Baricadoes ſhould be made in ſeveral 
= Streets and ſeveral Churches be uſed for lodging the 
en, 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That at ſome of the 
ſaid Meetings it was reported that the Kings Regiments of 
Foot had not their full Complement of Men but wanted a 
great number, and that the Officers uſed to lend one ano- 
ther Men when they went upon the Guard, and therefore the 
Foot were not ſo terrible as might be apprehended, 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That it was intended 
in the beginning of the general InſurreCtion in the Weſt to 


ſend out a Party of Hoſe to ſeize the Marqueſs of Worceſter 


now Duke of Beaufort, and his eldeſt Son, and another 
Party to ſeize the Biſhop of Bath and Wells and ſome other 
eminent Men of that Party if they were then in thoſe 
parts. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That ſome time be- 
fore Chriſtmaſs laſt he was informed by Mr. Roe to the beſt 


of this Examinants remembrance that the Country ex- 


pected the City would have been in Arms on Michaelmaſs 
Eve when the preſent Sheriffs of London and Middleſex 
were 


En 
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were Sworn, and that he was credibly informed that there 
were Five hundred Horſe in the Adjacent Counties ready to 
be marched:to their Affiſtance upon the firft notice , and 
that they continued in a readineſs for two days expecting 
notice, but the Examinant doth not remember fhat he na- 
med any perſon from whom he had this Information. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That Mr. Ferguſon 
told this Examinant that ſome Nonconforming Miniſters 
had told him they ſuſpeted he was driving on a Defign to 
Affaflinate the King and Duke and begg'd ofhim to deſiſt, 
for that it would bring a reproach upon the Proteſtant 
Religion whatſoever the event might be, and that he was 
forced to aſſure them there was no ſuch thing intended, 
but alas, faid he, they are weak filly Men and not fit for 
theſe things who cannot diſtinguiſh between deſtroying a 
Prince meerly for his Opinion in Religion, and Deſtroying 
Tyrants who Deſign to overthrow the Laws, Religion,and 
all Civil Rights and hate the Nation. It is a pious glorious 
Action, and ſuch as will teach all Princes to uſe their Sub- 
jects kindly, or to that cffect, 


Robert Weſt. 


The further Examination of Robert Welt 
of the Middle-Temple, Barriſter at Law. 


His Examinant upon further RecolleCtion ſaith, That 

after Capt. Malcot had acquainted this Exami- 

nant of the Inſurrection intended to have been 
made in November laft, the ſaid Walcot came a ſecond 
time to this Examinant and told this Examinant that the 
Lord Shattshury had prevailed with him to engage in it, 
and that if it proceeded he would engage in it, and deft- 
red this Examinant to buy for him the faid Wa/cot a wh 
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ſtif Tuck of ſome Cutler this Examinant knew, which 
this Examinant undertook and beſpoke, but was fo long 
before he could procure it that the ſaid HWalcot had other- 
wiſe provided himſelf and the Defign was laid aſide firſt, 
and this Examinant was forced to keep the faid Tuck the 
Cutler refuſing to take it again. 

And the ſaid Mr. Walcot told this Examinant to the beſt 
of his remembrance, that the Lord Shaftsbury had former- 
ly ſent for Sir George Cambel and Sir Fobn Cockran about 
ſetling a Scotch Colony or Plantation in Carolzna, but he 
believed that was only a pretence, and that the real truth 
was to Concert Matters in order to fome defign in Scor- 
land, for the Lord Shaftsbury had ſent for him upon pre- 
tence of ſome Command in Carol:na, butwhen he came 
the Lord Shaftsbury was very cool in it. And this Exami- 
nant further ſaith, That the ſaid Mr. Walcoe refuſed a long 
time to aCt in any wiſe in the Attempt upon the King and 
Duke in the Newmarket Journey, but at length by the per- 
ſuaſion of Ferguſon as this Examinant believes he under- 
took to Command the Party who were to Fight the Guards 
orto be one of them, but refuſed to a in the Aflaflina- 
tion it ſelf. 

And this Examinant further faith, The faid Ferguſon 
tokl this Examinant that when the Earl of was in 
Enpland laſt Year he had offered to makea ſturdy Commo- 
tion in Scotland if he might have had but 6000 /. ( for ſa 
low he came down from his firſt demand of 20000 or 
40000/.) but our Great Men were jealous of him then, 
and would not truſt him, though he offered that they 
ſhould imploy whom they would themſelves to lay out the 
Mony inArms,which he ſaid was a great Overſight and Op- 
portunity loſt. And this Examinant believes the Affafſination 
of the King and Duke Defigned in Ofober laft was Proje- 
Cted and Abetted by the late Earl of Shaftsbury, and that 
the Mony in one of this Examinants former Examinations 
mentioned to be advanced for that Deſign was advanced 
by the ſaid Earl, becauſe this Examinant had heard ( but 
cannot fay poſitively from whom ) that the ſaid Earl com- 
plained of having been ill uſed in that Matter, in the Mo- 
ny not being returned though it was not laid out. 


Information 
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Information of Carleton Whitlock, 
5th. of July 83. 


R. Wet ſometime in Eaſter Term laſt in the Court 
of Requeſts told me That ſome deſperate Fellows 
had deſigned to have killed the King, or would have kil- 
led the King as he came laſt from Newmarket, if they had 
not been afraid that the Duke of Monmouth would 
have Hanged them. Upon which_I told him that it had 
been a Villanous action and that all Mankind would have 
deteſted the ACtion and the Murderers, and that if it 
ever had been in the Duke of Monmouth's power he would 
certainly have Hanged them for it, if they had done it. 
He told me afterwards that there was a Defigu of raifing 
a confiderable Sum of Mony to buy Arms, as I remem- 
ber in Holland, and that Major Wildman, Col. Al/gernoon 
$:dney, and Ferguſon managed the Buſineſs, and that my 
Lord Ruſſe! was very active in it, or words to that effect, 
and that Writings were drawn or drawing or to be drawn 
for the taking up of the Mony, as I remember he faid 
Ferguſon was to 'manage on the behalf of the Scots, This 
he told me at his Houſe one day when I Dined with him, 
but upon my not Examining him to particulars, he ſaid 
nothing to me but thus generally ; only at his Houſe he 
ſaid that ſome of them were for a Common-wea!th and 
others for a Monarchy. 

At Mr. Shutes Funeral in the publick Room Nelthorp 
came to me and asked me for ſomething for poor Fergu- 
ſon, as he called hinz, and told me he was doing a good 
Work for all Honeſt Men ; I told him I would give no- 
thing to any Man tor doing Work I did not know of. 


C. WW. hitlock. 


Mr. 


—T 


i 


Copies of the Informations. 


71 


Mr. Edmund Waller's Confeſſion. 


Did once meet Mr. Weſt 1 do not know the certain 
time and he rail'd ſo much at thoſe he called Pro- 
teſtant Lords, that I asked him if he would have them 
be Rebels, and told him that ſuch Men as he and nothing 


elſe could ruine the Kingdom ; this was in the Temple 


before the Hall, the laſt and only other time that I ever 
ſpoke with him in private, that is alone, for we walked 
in the Temple Cloifters: I met him there, and he told 
me that ſome People not naming himſelf as one, had had 
a Deſign toſet upon the King (I am not certain whether 
he named Newmarket ) but he faid it was over, I went 
from him haſtily and only ſaid theſe things will Hang you 
and undo a great many other People; as I remember when 
he ſaid there had been ſuch a Defign, Itold him I did 
not believe it, and then he ſaid it was to have been done as 
the King came from Newmarket, and was going on to ſay 
more but I interrupted him and went away, and I believe 
he was jealous of me for he called after me and faid there 
was no danger; this was as I think the Saturday before 
this Conſpiracy was ſpoke of in Weſtminſter-Hafl. 


July 6th. 1 68 z. 
Edm. Waller. 


Information 
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Izformation of Zachary Bourn. 


Ichard Goodenorgh bringing Mr.Ferguſon alias Roberts 
( for that Name he uted to go by ) to my Houle, it 
was a great while ere I underſtood any thing at all of the 
Deſign, but ſo many coming to him daily as did, made me 
zealous I did imagine ſomething of it, upon which he took 
an occafion one day to ask what I thought about the Gen- 
tlemen that came ſo otten to him, and then ſays, Admit 
there ſhould be a Deſign on Foot for the good of the Peo- 
ple of Erg/and would you be againſt it > To which I an- 
ſwered, It I can do it with a fafe Conſcience I could not 
tell well what I ſhould be perſuaded to. As to that, ſays 
he, I ſhall eafily ſatisfy you, and then went on to prove a 
mutnal Covenant between the King and the People, that His 
Majeſty had broke it on His fide, {o the People were again 
at Liberty ; but to the Matter, ſays he, as indeed I will 
be plain with you, if you love your ſelf you muſt come 
in, for there is a Deſign on foot fo laid, and fo far gone 
that it is impoſſible it ſhould fail. Then I defired him, if 
he thought it convenient, to let me know ſome particu- 
lars, which he faid he would, provided I would promife 
him Secrecy, but eſpecially I ſhould ſay nothing to my Fa- 
ther or Wife, for he thought I would not fpeak to any 
Body elſe, upon which I faid I would, and then he was 
plain as he faid, and told me as follows, 

That there was not a County in Erp/and but had pre- 
pared for the Bufineſs lefs or more, but eſpecially in the 
North and Weſt, and that they were ſure of moſt places 
of Strength throughout the Kingdom, but eſpecially Bri- 
Jtol and Newcaſtle, and that they were then a conſidering 
how to ſecure Portſmouth, but were afraid they ſhould not, 
the Gariſon was fo ſtrong, 

And that the Scors were to ſtir at the ſame time we were, 
and that we wereto lend them 10000 /. tobe remitted in- 
to Hol/and to buy Arms for them ; and that he was to go 
over with the Bills of Exchange ; that he found out a Per- 
fon could depoſite the Mony upon good Security,which the 
Lords had promiſed ſhould be given ; that there was ' 
Dutc 
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Dutch Merchant or two that he had got to provide the 
Arms, for the Engl;ſh could not do it without ſuſpici- 


- ON. 

Then TI asked him who the Lords were? He told me 
there was the Duke of Monmouth, Lord Grey, Lord Ruſſel, 
and Major W:ldman, and Col. $:dney : I told him I won- 
dred the Duke would be perſuaded to take up Arms againft 
his Father, for my part I ſhould be very unwilling to truſt 
him; He anſwered me that he had the greateſt affurance in 
the World of him, and that I need no more be afraid of the 
Duke than of him. | 

He told me the Lord A7zyle who was to Command the 
Scots was of my opinion too, for he had a few days before 
ſent a Letter to him toþe well ſatisfied in the point, and 
that he had ſent him ſuch an Anſwer as he did not doubt 
would ſatisfy him. 

He told me the Duke of York had Fourteen thouſand 
Men in half Pay about the Town,and for his part he _ 
. we ought to defend our ſelves, for we could not tell but 
our Throats might be cut every night. I asked him how 
he could tell all this ? He told me that they had a great 
deal of Intelligence from the Tory party, for there were 
ſome that were willing to play a ſure Game and fo keep 
in with both fides. Some little time after this there came 
one Mr. John Roe that was Sword-bearer of Briſto! with 
one James Holloway of the ſame place a Merchant, to en- 
quire for Ferguſon, but he was unwilling to ſee them : 
Then Roe asked me to go and give him a Diſh of Coffee, 
which I did, and James Holloway gave me an account of 
the poſture of Afairs at Briſtol, which I wondred at, be- 
ing the firſt time that ever I ſaw him, v7. 

That they had been ready this two or three Months, 
that there was but eight in Br:/to/ that knew of it, that he 
had had ſome Cannon he had taken out of ſome Ships he 
was concerned in had lain there ſo long he was afraid they 
would miſtruſt ſomething, that he had great plenty of 
Powder and Bullet in his own Houſe, and that they had a 
couple of Ships there that would carry Forty Guns apiece 
Which they intended to ſeize the firſt Riſing, and fit out to 
Seaz and then their manner of getting together was 
thus, Some of thoſe eight had Houſes out of Town, where 
they would get all of the Town they thought were for their 
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purpoſe ; the Difſenters under pretence of a Meeting, and 
the others under ſome Colour or other, and then tell them 
the Defign, and if they would not go with them they would 
ſecure or force them, and that they would ſeize all the 
head Men of the Contrary party which were not above thir- 
ty in all, and that they would poſt Men at the corner of 
every Street ſo that there ſhould not a Man ſtir without 
they pleaſed. 

And that to their afliſtance they ſhould have ſome Col- 
hers out of King Road, and ſome Scotch Pedlars that were 
_ the Country, many of whom were of Bothiwel- 
Bridpe. 

He ſaid further that the King would have by the time 
they beguna great many thonfand pounds that they would 
ſeize, and that there was a great many of the Tory pat- 
ty that had a great ſum of Mony by them which they 
muſt borrow and that there was not a good Horſe with- 
in five miles about them but they knew where to have 
him ; that they wanted but two hundred Muskets, for they ; 
thought they ſhould have more Men than Arms, whic 
he was come up about, which he hoped the Lords would 
help them to, but if they could not Mr. Wade would lend 
them the Mony to buy them, and that he ſhould pack them 
up in Parcels of Goods and ſend them by the Carryer to 
his Houſe: Mr. Wade told me himſelf he would do it, that 
is lend the Mony, but it was ſome time after this, Mr. Roe 
ſet by and approved what Holloway ſaid to be true; after 
this I went down to the Wells, and ſtaid about a fortnight. 
WhenI came home again Mr. H/ade came to me and told 
me I muſt promiſe Secrecy, and then he had ſemething to 
fay to me: which was that affairs were ſetled every where ve- 
ry well but in London, and tho the Lords had a Deſign to 
let London alone, yet they ſaw there was a neceflity that 
the buſineſs muſt be done effeCtually in London, for if the 
let that alone it was enough to maintain a War again 
the whole Kingdom and that their friends here would be all 
ruined, and that in order to the ſecuring of it they had 
taken this method by which they might know their 
ſtrength. They had divided the Ten into ſo many Diviſi- 
ons and had got honeſt fellows to canſult what Men they 
might w—c out of every Diviſion, and that they had ne 
body about me that they thought could ſerve them, and 
therefore 
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therefore defired me to think if it was not poflible to get 
about a hundred and fixty Men out of Bloemsbury,St. Giles's, 
St. James's, and Soho, and that I might by way of Diſcourſe, 
ask ſome of my acquaintance if there Id be occaſion 
to defend our ſelves whether they could not find out Ten 
or Fifteen or Twenty Men that would affiſt; that they 
ſhould have a Meeting again in two or three days,” and then 
he would give me an account of it, and I ſhould ge'to 
them. And aceordingly on Friday following being the 
8th of Func towards Evening he came and fetcht' me out, 
and carried me to the Dragon Tavern on Snow-h:l!; whete 
I met Col. Romzey, Mr. _ Weſt, Captain Walcot, Mr: 
Norton, Mr. Wade, Richard and Francis Goodenouph * 
then I was asked if I could not do what Mr. Goodenough bad 
ſpoke to me about, and was defired not to ſay any thing 
about the buſineſs to any body in direct terms, but eſpeci- 
ally to any of the Miniſters, for Wt ſaid they were 'a 
parcel of Rogues that had ruined the People ever fince 
Conſtantine. I told them I thought Mr. Mead; and Mr. 
Lobb might be truſted; and that they were, if they would, 
capable of (ſerving them very much. But they would 
not hear it then, but the next meeting which was on Mon- 
day the 11th. Ditto at the Salutation in Lumbard-ſtreer, 
they did think it was neceflary Mr. Lobb ſhould be ſpoke 
to, but not directly, which I did, for the next day E went 
to him, and talking of the badneſs of the times, I ſaid there 
was but one way to help our ſelves, and that was by Arms, 
and if we ſhould have occafion todo fo, I asked him where 
he could find a good parcel amongſt his people - that he 
thought would ſtir. He told me that the Spirits of the 
people were low, but hedid b&ieve there was a pretty ma- 
ny of them that would make uſe of an opportunity if- it 
was put into their Hands, but he could ſee no hopes of ſuch 
an opportunity as yet, we were too great Cowards, but -I 
bid him not be out of hopes; and (o our Diſcourfe ended, 

for his Wife came in. 
The next Meeting which was on Thurſday the 14th. 
Ditto at the Dragon on Snow-Hill, Richard Good:nough 
brought in an account of the Diviſions he was concerned 
in, Which was all the Town almoſt, but where I was; and 
at Weſtminſter where Mr. Grange a Brewer was concerned, 
but he ner met with us, but Gooderogh ſaid he promiſed 
y F two 
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two hundred Men, and would be free of his Purſe. At 
this Meeting they reſolved on this which had been Conſult- 
ed before, (for. now they began to be ſure of the Deſrgn, 
for they had a probability of eight or nine thouſand Men 
from the account Goed:norzgh gave in and others ) that 
Whitehal ſhould be ſecured, and the manner thus : That 
the Men in W-ſtminſter ſhoeld be ready to make an At- 
taque on that ſide, that they would getabout 100 Seamen 
that ſhould come np in Long-Boats with Hand-Granadoes 
and ſhould Attaque that part next the Water, and that a 
Party of about 500 ſhould come down by "ens c2en 
part of which ſhould ſecure the Merrs, and the reft march 
down and ſurprize the Guards in their fleep, for it was to 
have been about one or two in the Morning, and that all 
the chief Miniſters of State were to be ſecured, the Lord 
Mayor and the Sherifts and ſome of. the Aldermen, ano- 
ther party to ſecure the Savoy and Somerſer-Houſe, and that 
in C,oort-Garden and Lincoins-Inn-Fields were to be Bo- 


dies of Men to be ready to. give alliftance if need were,and 


that all the expedition imaginable. was. to be made, tor now 
it was put into the hands cf a great many, and there was 
denger of a Diſcovery, Mr. Goodenorg/), told us that day 
that he had met with an Engineer that would: do ftrange 
things about taking the Tower, and: that-he had fix or fe- 
ven Mortar-pieces that belonged- to the Tower, and that 
he would take care to keep them this Month or fix weeks; 
at that time Mr. /;/? ſaid he thought E muſt ſecure my 
Neighbour, meaning the Lord Keeyer, but F teld him I 
would dono ſuch thing as to fall on a Neighbour ; truly he 
ſaid he thould be very willing to come to an acconnt- with 
him, and if he did he ſhould: put him-in mind of College, 
At this time Goodenoup,> ſaid, the People that he had ſpoke 
of the Matters to, deſired they might know what they 
muſt truſt to, for if the Deſign was only to change Pei ſons 
they had as good have the Father as the Son, and there- 


fore defired fomie Heads might be thought on and car- 


 ni&d tothe Duke to be Signed by him the night bejore the 


Deſign began, and thete Five things were reſolved on, 


li» That the Militia ſhould be in the hands of 
#be People, 


2. That 


*. 
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2. That they ſhould chooſe their own Sheriffs in 
every County. 


3. That we ſhould have a Parliament once a Tear, 
and that they ſhould Sit as long as they had any 
thing to do. 


4. That they ſhould bave Liberty of Conſcience. 


5. That all the Nobility of England that had 
afted contrary to the Intereſt of the People ſhould 
be Degraded. 


Mr. Wade was to put theſe in Writing, and carry 
them the next Morning to Col. Romzey who was to go to 
the Duke with them, which he did, and on Saturday the 
7£th, Ditto at the George and Vulture on Ludgate-Hill 
he brought us this Account, that he was to wait on the 
Duke twice before he could ſpeak with him, but at laſt 
did ; that the Dukes Anſwer was, That all of them were 
things of moment, and that they could not be done with=- 
out a Paritament but muſt bz left to them, that he would 
do what lay in his perrer towards the obtaining them, but 
there being word brought to one Lee a Dyer in St. Giles 
Cr; pple-Gate Pariſh, that there was High Treaſon Sworn 
againſt him and R:ch.crd Good:nough, Goodenouph would 
not come to us that night, ſo this only was concluded on, 
That we ſhould meet on Monday at the Caſtle Tavern in 
Feerſtrezr, and that fome tim2 on Monday Mr. Lee and 
Mr. Wade ſhould go to Mr. 1/:/?'s Chamber to ſurvey the 
Map of the Town to find fit places to meet in, and give 
us an Account at our Meeting, but on Sunday they had an 
account all was Diſcovered by one Keel/;ng whom they 
had ſome ſufpition of ſome days before; upon Monday 
Morning they met at Captain Tracy's where Captain Wat- 
cot Lodged, Col. R-mzey came to my Houſe and gave Mr. 
Ferguſon and me an account of it, and took me with him 
to Captain Tracy's where they conſulted how to retrieve the 

F 2 Buſine63 
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Buſine( : Moſt were for Pi fhing for it, and fo to die with 
their Swords in their Hands ; and another way was _ 
ſed I think by Mr. W:/?, to kill Keeling and one Doctor 
Butler which I think Col. Kemzey named, who was ſaid to 
be tae perſon brought Keel in to Diſcover, and that 
this would give them ſuch a Blow would make them a- 
f-a'd: The manner of taking DeCtor Buticr was to be 
this, Sonie Men to go him (it was to be after the Kkil- 
Ing of Kee/zrg ) and undertake to give him an exaCt ac- 
count of the Murder and the reſt of the Plot, and fo 
to meet at a Tavein V here was a convenient Room for 
th! purpoſe and there to have Aſſaitinated him, but I lett 
them in the diſpute and went not again til Morning, when 
I came there they were all gone but "ſt, who told me 
that one Rumbrid and others had Leen in company with 
Keeling all the day before, and he had perſwaded them 
into a belicf he had Sworn nothing againſt any Man and fo 
eſcaped from them, though this Morning they found to 
the contrary, 

At one time tall.ing to Fergyſon about this Matter, he 
{:id nothing was to be expeCted fiom the Rich old Citi- 
zers, and therefore half a dozen of them muſt be taken 
cut of their Houſes and hang'd on their Sign-Poſts 
and their Houſes given as plunder to the Mobile and that 
vould ſcare the reſt. Another time meeting Kee after 
the Fire at Newmarket a great while, he began to talk of 
the Deſign at Newmar{ct, which he declined when he found 
I was 1gnorant of it, but by him and others I underſtood 
afterwards that there was a Conſult ſeveral times at M/7t's 
Chamber againſt the Life of His Majeſty, and that in order 
thereunto 177/t had bought as many Arms as coſt about 
100, of a Gunſmith in Shecr=/are, but the Fire happen- 
ing prevented the Dclign. Another time talking with Roe, 
he faid-there was no way like Lopping, that was His Ma- 
zeſty and His Royal Highneſs; to which I anſwered, I ne- 
ver approved of fuch Ways, and that he night do it him- 
ſelf tor me if he would haveit done, vpon Which he re- 
plied he wonld te one with all his Heart, and that it might 
'be done through or over my Lord of Bedfcrd's Wall as 
His Majeſty went to the Play-Houſe, or as he went to 
H.mmpton-Conrt from W.nd/cr, * At another time I met 
W:/t on the Excharges and he told me the Lords were 
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all a parcel of Rogues, and Fergufon a credulous Fool, for 
that they would Trick upon the Scets and us too, that he 
had laid out a parcel of Mony for Aims, and that he cou!d 
not get it again, which I told Fe:g:4/0 when I faw -him 
but he ſaid he ſhould have it. Sometime after I met him, 
in Lincolns-Ini-Fields and he told me that he had a Note 
to one Major W/:/dman for the Mony and that he'd go for 
it next Morning, which he did, but the Major was gone 
out of Town. Sometime :fter I went to Mr. Ower's in 
Bloomsbury, where Ferguſon then Lodged, and there I ask- 
e1 him about Weſt's Mony, he told me he had given it 
himſelf, for that it was ſent to him juſt before Mr. 1” /# 
came in, and he had given it him. On Monday they met 
at Captain Tracy's, Mr. W:ſt gave a Note to one Titt/e to 
go to the Gunſmith to fetch the Arms he had bought, teft 
they ſhould be found there, and carry them to one of 
the Plantations, I think New Tcrk, which Teetle did then 
profer, if they would puſh for it he would not go his Voy- 
age, tho I think he ſaid his Ship was at Graveſend, nor 
would he come alone, but undertake for a Hundred Sea- 
men and others preſently. 

The perſons that uſed to come to Ferguſon were Sir 
Thomas Armſtrong very often, ſometimes two or three 
times a day, Colonel Romzey, Captain Waicot, Mr. Wade, 
Mr. Norton, Richard Goodenough, Richard Nelthorp, Mr. 
Weſt, Mr. Charleton with a wooden Leg, Mr. John Freak, 
Mr. Blany once or twice, Mr. Thomas Shepard, Merchant, 
Sir Robert Rich, Fohn Starkey, ( Mr. Bazly a Scotchman, 


and Sir Came!, anda great many more of his. 


Countreymen) and ſeveral from Wapping, all whom I 
know when I ſee, alſo Mr. Jobr Ayleff uſed tocome when 
he was in Town. 

Ferguſon told me of a certain perſon of Quality in that 
part of Ireland next Scotland that conld Raiſe Twenty thou- 
ſand Men, and that he had promiſed it, Iasked his Name 
but he would not tell me ; he told me it was Aaron Smith 
was ſent to Scotland about this buſmeſs, and that he had 
like to have ſpoiled all, but that the perſon to whom he 
carried the Letter, went to the Council and ſhewed them a 
Letter he had about ſome buſineſs of Cr 47, and asked 
leave to come to London about it, 52:4 fo got oft this 
ſuſpition, Nc, Bourne. 
July the 6th. 1683, F 2 Fec, 


Copies of the Informations. 


Zec. Bourne*s further Information. 


Hat Mr. Batly the Scotchman ſate vp one night with 

Mr. Ferguſon, and he went ſeveral times with him 

to the Duke, and the other Lords, that Fer2r/on 

lodged at ſeveral places a few nights at a time and fo to 

my Houſe again, at one Mr. B:cker/taF, a Sword-Cutler in 

Covent-Garden, at a G:rman DoCtors at the Green Poſts 

in St. Martins-lane , and Mr. Owens in King-ſtreet in 
Bloomsbury. 

That we met at the Sa/ntation in Lumb1ri-ſtreet by the 
perſwaſion of Captain Wz'c.t, for he ſaid Mr. Thomas 
Shepard would meet us there, he went out of Fown 
every night and ſo could not come further, that I have 
often carried Letters to the Exchinze to Mr. Shepard from 
Ferguſon, that he uſed to come often to my Houſe to him, 
that I believe him to be the Man was to return the Ten 
thouſand pounds, for Fergu/on told me he had a great 
Correſpondence with ſeveral Merchants in Holland, and 
that he did return my Lord Shaftsvury's Mony when he 
went over. 

That Captain Walcor would have ſpoke to one Mr, Collzns 
an Anabapriſt Preacher ( he Preaches ſomewhere in Maor- 
felds ) that could affiſt us' greatly, but they would not 
hear of itbeing a Parſon. | 

Mr. We/z told me that Mr. Ay/off was at the buying the 
Arms in Sbear-/ane, and if at the buying I ſuppoſe at the 
contriving the uſe for them, that two or three days before 
the Difcovery was made by Mr. Keeling, thinking the bu- 
fmeſs was pretty ripe, Mr. Norton was deficed to write to 
Mr. Ayloff to come to Town, which he did. -. 

That Ferzu/on defircd me to tell them one night when 
we met, that he muſt have a party to ſeize Mr. L'Eftrange, 
for. he ſhould find ſtrange Papers, and that great care muſt 
be taken to ſecure the Paper-Office at Mhitcha!. Ws 


Zec. Bourne, 
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Hat Ferguſon told me that one Mr, Owen of Grays- 
Im would give a hundred ponnd towards the De- 
ſizn, and further he told me that he was the Au- 
thor of thoſe two Libels, v:7. 4 Letter about the Black 
Box, And a Letter concemmg His Majeſties Declaration; 
that as he walked in the Fields at that time the Diſcourſe 
was about the Black Box, it came into his mind to write 
about it, which he did in an Ale-Honuſe in Chancery- 
{ane, and that afterwards when His Majefties Declaration 
came out concerning the Duke of Monmouth, he find- 
ing no body took notice of it in Print, reſolved to write 
an Anſwer to that, which he faid he did as he lay tn his 
Bed one Morning, and turther told me he got one thrown 
on His Majefties Hat as he walked on the Tarras Walk at 
H771:d/or, and another laid under His Pillow, but would 
not tell me who it was had fo difpoſed of them two for 
him ; and farther told me that the Duke of Monmouth 
gave him Fifty Guinnies for that piece of Service, and fo 
hath done every year fince. Mr. Berhel that was Sheriff 
of Londom was once at my Houſe with Fergn/on and had 
tome private Diſcourſe with him. 


Rec. Bonrne, 


= 
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brovght to Tryal and Death, and that there Skins ſhould 


——_— 


The further Examination of Robert Weſt 
of the Middle-Temple , Barriſter at 
Law, 


His Examinant upon further RecolleCtion ſaith, That 
at the Meetings for carrying on the Afſafſination of 
the King and Duke , it was reſolved , that Sir Fohn 

Moor the late Lord Mayor of London ſhould be killed, as 
well as the preſent Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, and that if the 
people did not pull him in pieces, his skin ſhould be flead off 
and ſtuft and hung up in Guz/d-Hall as one who betrayed 
the Rights and Priviledges of the City. | 
/ And it was further refolved!, That Mr. Papzll:on , and 
Mr. Dubos ſhould be declared Sheriffs, and Sir Thomas Gold 
or Alderman Corniſh (but this Examinant thinks Alderman 
Corn:fh was pitch'd on as the brisker Man) to be Lord Mayor, 
and that they ſhould be forced to take thoſe Offices upon 
them, and if they refuſed ſhould be knocked on the head. 
And Sir Rebert Clayton and Sir Patience Ward who had be- 
haved themſelves like Trimmers in their Mayoralty , and 
xegleCted to repeal ſeveral By-Laws whereby they might 
have prevented Sir John Mcor from being Lord Mayor ſhould 
be forced to appear publickly and own the faCt, or elſe be 
knockt on the Head. - . 
And it was further propoſed, That moſt of the Judges 
Gould be killed or brought to Tryal for their Arbitrary 
Judgments, and their Skins ſtuft and hung up in Weſtmin- 


fter-Hall. 


- Tt was further ſaid by Colonel Romey to the beſt of this 
Examinants remembrance, That though he was not for 
ſhedding mnch blood there would be a neceſſity of takin 

off ſome of the chief Abhorrers and Addreflers in —_ 
Counties, otherwiſe they wonld be making head, but this 
Examinant was of opinion that a publick Declaration of ſafe- 
ty to.their Perſons and Eſtates if they would ſubmit , was 
4. better expedient and would win more upon the People. 
And it was further reſolved that ſome of the principal re- 
puted Pentjoners in the late long Parliament ſhould. be 


be 
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be ſtuft and hung up in the Parliament Houſe as Betrayers 
of the People, and of the Truſt. It was propoſed that Bi- 
ſhops Deans and Chapters ſhould be wholly laid afide, but 
no reſolution was taken concerning their Lands becauſe the 
preſent Tenants might be induced to ſubmit in hopes of 
preſerving them,and would be ſure to ſtruggle if they ſaw 
they muſt loſe them, and thoſe who had thoſe Lands in the 
late times would be ſure to engage in Arms for us or ſub- 
mit in hopes of having thoſe Lands again. Some Diſ- 
courſe was had of applying thoſe Revenues, and of one 
half or two thirds of the Colleges in both Univerſities to 
publick uſes in eaſe of the People from Taxes. - It was 
further propoſed that it ſhould be publickly declared to the 
people that they ſhould be eaſed of the Chimny Mony, 
and have Toleration in matters of Religion , which was 
thought would engage all the meaner people ; That Enp- 
{and ſhould be a free Port and all Strangers who would 
ſhould be Naturalized, which was looked upon as means 
to. engage Foreigners on our fide; that there ſhould be 
no Taxes for the future but the Exciſe and Land- 
Taxes which ſhould be appropriated to particular 
uſes, and all forfeited Eſtates ſhould be applyed fo 
to. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That this Examinant 
enquiring of Ferguſon what Fond of Mony was provided, 
it was anfwered by him and Colonel Romzey , That if the 
Buſineſs were done and backt with ſucceſs there could-be 
no want of Mony , there would be half a years Revenue of 
the Chimny Mony then due beſides what the Exciſe-Office 
and Cuſtom-Houſe would afford, and that there was Mony 
and Plate enough among the Bankers and Gold/miths which 


muſt be taken up upon Publick Faith if there were occaſion, . 


Xx mt_cd repaid again for the Reputation of the 
Cauſe. + 
And this Examinant further ſaith, That when Walcot 
agreed to engage in the ſaid ACtion he defired his name 
might be concealed whatſoever the effect of it proved , 
whereupon Ferzuſon replyed, No Man ought to be aſhamed 
of ze, for 'tis a Glorious Attion and ſuch as I hope to ſee re- 
warded by a Parliament, and that the Atters in it ſhall 
have Statues Erefted to them with Inſcriptions of Libera- 
tores Patriz, 

| And 
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And this Examinant further ſaith, That he acquainted 
Mr. Thomas Shepard Merchant that this Examinant had pro- 
vided Arms in his former Examination mentioned , and 
that Ferguſon promiſed to ſee for a Conveniency of Com- 
mitting the Affaſſination between Hampton-Court and 
Windſor. 

And this Examinant further faith, That Mr. Bourn a 
Brewer between great Queen-ſtreet and Parker-lane was 
acquainted with the intended InfurreCtions, and hath talk- 
ed with this Examinant about them, and declared himſelf 
ready to engage in an Infurrection, but not in the Aﬀaſſi- 
nation , and the faid Bourn was knowing of the Arms 
bought by this Examinant but was not at the Meet- 
ing when they were agreed to be beſpoken, and this 
Examinant believes he acquainted Mr. Charlton Whitlock, 
Mr. Edmund Waller both of the wi py 7 A Mr.Hot- 
ford of Chancery-lane of the intended Aﬀaſſination and In- 
ſurreCtion in November, but he did not do fo till after the 
time for Execution was paſt : And further faith , That in 
the beginning of Ofober laſt this Examinant met with Co- 
lonel Sydney at Uxbridge, where the ſaid Colonel told this 
Examinant that many Fricks had been plaid in the Scrutiny 
of the Poll for the Lord Mayor, and that Sir William Pri- 
chard was declared though not duly choſen, but ſaid he, 
All that I can ſay to it is what a Juſtice of Peace of Eſſex 


faid lately to a Country Fellow brought before him for Killing 


a = that would . have Rob'd him ; Friend, 

e Juſtice, you have done well, but you might have been 

ob'd if you would ; and ſo we may be inſlaved if we will, or 

elſe need not, or he uſed words to that purpoſe, but this 

Examinant to the beft of his remembrance never ſpake to 
the aid Colonel fance. 


Rob. Weſt. 


The 


= 
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The further Exawination of Robert Weſt 
of the Middle-Temple , Barriffter «t 


Law. 


His Examinant upon further Recolle&tion faith, That 
Richard Goodenough and Francis for- 
merly offered to a& in the intended Affa(fination of 

the King and Duke if a ſufficient mamber of Men could not 
be got to do it, but afterwards believing there were Men 
enough beſides, they both declined it. 

And this Examinant further farth, That at ſome of the 
Meetings concerning the ſaid Aﬀaffination, Colonel Rewayey 
faid it would be very convenient to take off Colonet Legg 
the now Lord Dartmouth, for he was a Rtour Man and of 
deſperate Courage, and believed if he could get into the 
Tower, would in Revenge fire all the Gunpowder in the 
White Tower, which would endanger the whole City. And 
it was ſaid concerning the Lady Aw Daughter to the Duke 
of ork, that it would: be beft to Marry her te ſome finall 
Country Gentleman and have a Breed only to keep out any 
Forrain pretenders to the Crown ; and at one of the ſaid 
Meetings, when it was diſcourſed whether the*King or Duke 
ſhould be killed fingly, it was agreed, that Rumba!d ſhould 
ſend out a Spy before, who by ſome ſigns ſhould give an 
account at a diſtance whether the King and Duke were both 
together or not,and at one of the ſaid Meetings when it was 
deſigned that it would be convenient to take off ſome of the 
Chief Miniſters of State , as the Lord Keeper, Lord Hal:- 
fax, Lord Hyd, Richard Goodenough ſaid , Take the Keeper 
Priſoner, and Try him at Oxford for the Death of Colledge, 
_ _ony him upon the ſame Poſt on which Colledge was 

JANpEed. 

And at one of the ſaid Meetings this Examinant ſaying 
he was well enough Armed tor one , for he had a good 
Mvsket Blunderbuſs and Caſe of Piſtols, the ſaid Rumbald 


be 


deſired to fee 'em,and finding 'em very good ſaid, He believed 
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he muſt uſe the Blunderbuſs in the Aſſaſſination, and told 
Ferguſon, he muſt Conſecrate it if be ſhould uſe it. 

And this Examinant faith , That at one of the ſaid 
Meetings , this Examinant was appointed to ſpeak to one 
Captain Bon a Seaman at Ratcliff to undertake the Raiſin 
a body of Seamen to ſurprize the Torer in caſe the Aﬀaſl 
nation had been committed, and this Examinant according- 
ly propoſed to the ſaid Box whether he would undertake 
to do ſo; but the (aid Bon replyed, He was going to ſettle 
in America where he w.1s born,and did not care to 8 CONCEY N= 
ed,and feared he had not Intereſt enough amongſt the Seamen 
if he would, which this Examinant reported to the next 
Mecting, and the ſaid Bon is fince gone to live in New-Eng- 
land where he was born, or in New-Ferſey. 

And this Examinant further faith, That Richard Goode- 
#04gh told this Examinant that he had ſpoken to one Mr. 
Grange a Brewer in Weſtminſter to try what Men could be 
Raiſed in Weſtminſter for earrying on the laſt Defign of 
Raiſing three thouſand Men out of the City and Suburbs , 
and alſo ſpoken to one Barnes a Hatter in Fleet-ſtreet to 
try what Men might be raiſcd thereabout, but this Exami- 
nant never ſpake to either of the ſaid Parties abont it, nei- 
ther doth this Examinant know nor hath heard what other 
Perſons were employed by Goodenough or any other Perſon 
in that Deſign, and further ſaith not. 


Robext Weſt, 


— 
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The further Examination of Robert Weſt 
of the Middle-Temple, Barriſter at 
Law 


His Examinant upon further Recollection ſaith, That 
when the InſurreCtion intended in November laſt 
was reſolved on, and Walcot agreed to engage in it, 

the ſaid Walcot defired this Examinant to lend him ſome of 
this Examinant's Suit of Silk Armour, vi7. a Back, Breſt 
and Head-peace, and afterwards asked this Examinant to 
take ſome Command of Horſe under him and to engage 
ſome young Men of the Temple, telling this Examinant he 
could make this Examinant a ſufficient Officer in two or 
three days time, but this Examinant refuſed to engage him- 
ſelf or his Friends either, though he offered the ſaid Walcor 
the uſe of his Armour. 

And this Examinant further ſaith , That when the Arms 
in his former Examinations mentioned were ordered to be 
beſpoke, it was alſo propoſed that Ferguſon ſhoukd provide 
the 600 /. he pretended to have ready for that purpoſe to 
buy Horſes, which ſhould be kept at Livery Stables in the 
names of private Gentlemen , and be always in a readineſs 
to be made uſe of as any opportunity for an Afaflination 
or other Occaſion ſhould offer, and the night or two be- 
fore they were to be uſed ſhould ſeemingly be brought out 
of the Livery Stables by Men to be employed for that pur- 
poſe, but Ferguſon not bringing the Mony no Horfes were 

ught, 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That after the Treaty 
with the Scots ſeemed to be at an end, and the 10000 /. 
not like to be had, Ferguſon told this Examinant that the 
Duke of Monmouth was willing to ſpeak with this Exami- 
nant and Goodenoygh to coufider what ought to be done in 
the City and Suburbs, and to leave the Lords and other 
People (by which this Examinant ſuppoſes he meant the 
Lords Grey and Ruſſel, Sydney and MWildman) but this Exa- 
minant refuſed to go to the Duke or to Sir Thomas pct 

rong 


Copies of the In formations. 


ſtrong , and knows not whether Goodenough went to the 
Duke, though he did go to Armſtrong. 

And Ferguſon likewiſe told this Examinant, That if the 
Engliſh would not agree to ſtir , it was his opinion and the 
opinion of many of the Duke's Friends, and of the Scotch 
Gentlemen that were here, that the Duke ſhould go to 
Scotland and head the Scots there z whereupon Mr. Wade 
who was then preſent ſaid, If the Duke did go thi- 
ther he would wait upon him in the Expedition as a Vo- 
luntier. 

And this Examinant further faith, That at ſome Meeting 
for the carrying on the intended Affaifination , Ferguſon 
faid, The Kzng went frequently in the Night croſs St. Jame's 
Park in a Chair without any Attendance, and that it would 
be eaſie for two Men with Swords barely to diſpatch him 
and make their Eſtape ; whereupon Col. Romzey ſaid , It 
gas —_— thing to him, that the great Men who mere 
fo defirons to have the Buſineſs done, ſhould not make a Purſe 
and buy ſome good Office at Court for ſome Man whom they 
could truſt, mho ſhould Roar loud of the Duke of Monmouth 
and the Whings, and by that means pet into reputation and 
eruſt,and ſhould obſerve and pive an account of the King's and 
Duke's Walks and Hours and any Journeys they defis a. 3 and 
the faid Colonel ſaid he had told Armſtrong fo and bad him 
tell his Lords. 

And this Examinant further faith , That about the time 
the InfurreCtion intended in N-vember laſt was carrying 
on, this Examinant obferved the Lord Howard of Eſcrick 
and Walcot to be very mtimate and often together, and the 
faid Walcot told this Examinant that the Lord Howard was 
as right as any Man for the Bufineſs and as forward to en- 
gage, but this Examinant doth not remember that he ever 
ſpoke with the Lord H»yward himſelf about that Infur- 

. reEtion. And further ſaith, Mr. Roe told this Examinant 
that Gibbons the Duke of Monmouth's Servant offered to 
be one to commit the Aſſaſſination of the King and Duke. 
And further ſaith not, 


Robert Weſt. 
The 
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The further Examination of Robert Weſt 
of the Middle-Temple, Barrifter at Law. 


His Examinant further faith, That after —__ had 
told this Examinant that a Sum of Mony tor carry- 
> the Affaſfination of the King and Duke in Ofober 
laſt was paid to a certain Perſon who never returned it , of 
which the Lord Shaftsbury complained: The faid Fergrſon 
at another time a little before the Diſcovery told this 
-minant that Richard Goodenough was the Perſon to whom 
that Mony was paid, and that he called Ferguſon Fool for 
returning ſome Mony he had received for the fame 
and Col. Remzey told this Examinant that Mr. Charletorn 
paid that Mony. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That when Mr. Goods- 
0ugh told this Examinant that he would ſpeak to Hone the 
Joyner to be one of the Affaflinates,he ſaid he would firft try 
him. whether he would undertake an Attempt upon the Duke 
of 7ork betore he would break the whole Buſineſs to him ; 
and as he found him willing to that he would proceed. And 
this Examinant believes Mr. Goodenough did accordingly, for 
that the (aid Hone coming to this Examinants Chamber ſoon 
after, and being asked by this Examinant whether he had 
lately ſcen Mr. Goodenough 2 The ſaid Hone anſwered, He had, 
and talked with him about a Jobb upon the Duke of Tork : 
And this Examinant asking him whether they were agreed ; 
Hone replyed, Tes, but this Examinant doth not remember 
that Hone then mentioned the King or any name or De- 
ſcription implying the King. And about five or fix weeks 
fince the ſaid Hone came to this Examinants Chamber about 
a ſmall alteration this Examinant deſigned to make in his 
Chamber,and then the ſaid Hone asked this Examinant, Ma- 
ſer will nothing be done:To which this Examinant anſwering 
He believed-not,the ſaid Horne replyed, If this Duke of Mon- 
wouth world be true and appear openly, 0T could bring fifty or ſix- 
ty honeſt Fellows from our ſide of the Water (meaning South» 
wark ) who would be ready for Buſineſs as well as my ſelf, and 
this Examinant asking him what Buſineſs? Hone replyed, Any 
Buſineſs, either a brish prſh. (by which this Examinant = 
po 
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ſed he meant a General Inſurrection ) or the other. Trick 
or Fobb of taking off the two Brothers, the Captain and 
Lieutenant, which were two Names uſed for the King and 
Duke. 

And this Examinant further ſaith , T hat when the Diſ- 
courſe was had concerning the Killing the Miniſters of State, 
Colonel Romzey ſaid, The Lord Halifax was on? of the Grea?- 
eſt Rogues, and deſcroed it more than any Man, for h2 pro- 
feſſing himſelf former'y of our Party, knows our weakneſs and 
Drioiſions and bath expoſed ns and made the Court venture 
upon things which they would never have done otherwiſe. 
And when GoodenozgÞ propoſed that the Lord Keeper 
ſhould be Hanged where Col/edge was Hanged, this Exami- 
nant having an Opinion that the Lord Keeper was an Ene- 
my to this Examinant and had ufed him very hardly in a 
Cauſe this Examinant lately had in Chascery , this Exami- 
nant deſired that he might have the Cuſtody of the faid 
Lord Keeper a little while to make him fenſible of his un- 
kindneſs to this Examinant, but this Examinant never de- 
fipned or defired to Kill the faid Lord Keeper or any other 
perſon, nor would have had his Hands inany Mans Blood, 

And this Examinant further faith, That Ferguſon lately 
told this Examinant that Mr. Crommwel , Son of Richar./ 
Cromwel, who uſually goes by the name of Mr. Cranbeurn 
was fo vain as to endeavour to make a Party for himſelf 
or his Father in the City : And Goodenough formerly, viz. 
about C/r:ftmas laſt told this Examinant that he believed 
the faid Mr. Crommwel and Mr. Ireton the Son of Licutenant 
General Ircton would affift in the intended Affaflination 
of the King and Duke in Perſon. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That Mr. Goodenough 
told this Examinant that he had ſpoken to one Partridie 
a Shoemaker and Almanackh-Maker in Cov?nt-Garden to 
Act in this Afſaflination, and that the ſaid Partridge offer- 
ed to joya 1n it if it were to be done in Town , but was 
not able to Ride and therefore would not joyn in the At- 
tempt out of London : And further ſaith that the ſaid Par- 
fridge had erected ſome Schemes and thereby found the Duke 
of Tor; would-{carce out-live March or April, and that the 
King was under an ill DircCtion too, and the People would 
be Victorious. And Mr. Ryley told this Examinant the ſame 
thing as to the Schemes Erected by Patridge. | 

£ And 
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And this Examinant further ſaith, That Col. Romzey told 
this Examinant that when Mr. Trenchard refuſed to go in- 
to the Weſt and raiſe a Force for the intended Infurretion 
in November laſt, the ſaid Mr. Trenchard was ſent for to 
the Duke of Monmouth's Houſe about it, and there were 
preſent the ſaid Duke, the Lord Gray, and Col. Romxzey 2 
And further told this Examinant that the Lord Ruſſe! had 
prepared to go the then next Morning to his Poſt which 
was ſomewhere in the Weſt, but this Examinant doth not 
remember the place. | 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That after the Diſcove- 
ry, Walcot told this Examinant,Col. Romzey, Wade, Norton 
Ne!thorp, Goodenough and Ferguſon , that notwithſtanding 
the ſaid Diſcovery he was perſuaded God would yet deliver, 
this Nation , but he did not approve of the preſent In- 
ſtruments who had undertaken it, or uſed words to that 
purpoſe. 

And this Examinant further ſaith ,, That he having a Son 
lately Born defired Col. Remzey to be Godfather, who ſaid, 
He would not, except he might name him Brutus , but was 
afterwards prevailed with to do that Office, and give the 
name of John to the Child being the ſaid Colonels own 
Chriſtian name. | 


Robert WeF. 


The further Information of Robert Welt 
of the Middle-Temple, Barriſter at 
Law, 


His Examinant upon further recolleCtion ſaith, That 
Ferguſon formerly, viz. (oon after his return from 
Halland told this F xaminant that Dr, Owen and one 

Mr, Collins either an Anabaptiſt or Indeyendent Preacher 
were the moſt ſenſible Miniſters about the Town, and were 


beth of Opinion that the intended Afſaflination and Infur- * 
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rection were both lawful and necefary , and that Colonel 
Owen Dr. Ow2n's Brother was Privy to them and joyned 
with Colonel Sydney and Major I. [iman in the manage- 
ment of the Treaty with the Scots, and-that one Mr. Mead 
a Nonconformiſt Miniſter was Zealonsin the Bulineſs of an 
InſurreCtion but was not for beginning it in £-ndon, and 
Mr. Ne'thorp told this Examinant the fame thing of Mead, 
and that he was able to Raiſe a thouſand Men or more. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That Mr. Neithorp 
told this Examinant that in caſe of an InſurreCtion which 
he much defired, he would go along with the Lord R:ſſe! 
wherefocver he took his Poſt and would furniſh out him- 
{cifand a Man with able Hoi ſes and Arms and a good fumm 
of Mony. 

And this Examinant further faith, That upon a Difcourſe 
with Colonel R:17ey concerning a General InſurreCtion , 
the ſaid Colonel told this Examinant that if he could have 
a thouſand refolute Fellows to tollow him and an other thou- 
ſand Men to ſecure him at his back , he would undertake 
to drive the King, all the Court and the Guards out of 
Town fo as they ſhould not darc tolook back till they were 
fled to Wind 7, 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That the Mony 
which this Examinant received from Ferg:;/on amounting 
to ſomething more than the Arms bovght by this Exami- 
nant coſt, this Examinant by the direCtion of Colonel 
R:mzey paid Five pounds to Mr. Wide to give to one Man- 
2:27 Who was to have been one of the Afſailinates, and al- 
'© in the laſt deſigned InſurreCtion to pay ſome Debts 


«+ #44 


} :42 and Mr. Nor:0: gave Manning a Guinny or 20 5. a- 


that woald, and that this Examinant ſhovld give his Blun- 
derbuſs to Manninz who was a ſtrong ſtout Fellow able 
to carry it , Which tais Examinant agreed to, and to fit 
out two Foot Soldiers, or do any thing elſe was fit for him 
to do. 

And this Examinant further ſsith, That at one of the laſt 
Meet- 
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Meetings for Raiſing the three thouſand Men out of the 
City and Suburbs, Mr. Bourz reported he had communi- 
cated the Buſineſs to Mr. Lobb a Nonconformiſt Parſon, 
who had a Congregation of poor Zealous Men, and that 
Mr, Lobb embraced it readily, and promiſed to employ 
two truſty Men of his Congregation to go amongſt the 
reſt and engage as many as they covld. And this Exami- 
nant further ſaith, That Ferguſon had four ſeveral Lodgings 
during this Examinants Correſpondence with him, at three 
of which this Examinant viſited him, vi7. at Mr. Bourns 
the Brewer, at Mr. Owens a Lawyer living at the further 
end of Kzng-ſtrect in New-Southampton Buildings, and at 
a Cutlers over againſt W/lls Houſe in Copent- 
Garden , his fourth Lodging was in St. Martins-Lane 
in the Fields at a Dutch Doctors, or German Quacks , 
which this Examinant never was at , and knows not the 
name of. 

And this Examinant further ſaith, That Colonel Romyey 
Diſcourfing with this Examinant further concerning the 
Duke of Monmouth, told this Examinant the Duke was 
inclinable to anſwer the. Peoples expectations, and to ſub- 
mit to be little more than a Duke of Venice, but the Lords 
about him and Armſtrong defigned Great Offices to them- 
ſelves and will not endure to hear of Terms, but cry all 
ſhall be left to a Parliament , whereupon this Examinant 
ſaying to him, It were but juſt to diſcover all their Intrigues, 
but the being an Informer is an ugly thing, Colonel Rem- 

ey replyed, It 5s true our People are not worth venturing 
for and the other People are not worth ſaving , beſides 35 
would give a great Blow to the Proteſtant intereft all the 
Wirld over. And further faith not; 


Robert Weſt. 
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The Examination of William Hone Joy- 
ner taken before Sir William Turner 
Knight and Alderman of the City of 
London , and one of His Majeſties Ju- 
fn of the Peace, the 4th day of July, 
1653, 


His Examinant faith , That about the Fire time at 
Newmarket Mr. Richard Goodenough came to him to 
Cliffords-Inn where he was at Work at one Mr. Carks 
Chamber, and ask'd him to go along with him , and toid 
him he wanted ſome Labourers ; This Examinant then 
asked him if it were honeſt 2 Upon which Mr. Goodenoug/ 
clucht his Fiſt and ſtruck it towards his Mouth twice or 
thrice, and told him it was to ſciſe the King and the Duke, 
and tl:at there would be 20/. apiece to buy Horſe and Arms. 
This Examinant then told hum he was well ſettled in his 
Trade and did not care to trouble himſelf, He then further 
told this Examinant that they had taken care to fecure the 
City, and then they appointed to meet the next day at the 
Amſterd:m Coftee-Houſe, where they met together, and 
from thence they two went to one Sergearts a Cooks-ſhop 
at the Sign of the R--Buck at the Corner of Bartholomen- 
Lan! where they Dined, and whilft they were there, there 
came in one Kee/zn7 and one Rumbaid who had but one 
Eye, and after ſome Diſcourſe Mr. Kechmg ſaid , Let us po, 
and Mir. Goodenough ſaid, WH © want Clothes, Mr. Keeling re- 
plyed, He had Clthes for ha. F a dozen, and further ſaid, /et 
us make what we can and 20, Mr. Goodeneugh anſwered, No, 
and pointing to Ryumba.d ſaid, Tere 15 ene knims the rem- 
fp 7 of the People better. This Examinant further ſaith, 
That Mr. Goodenougb, Mr. Rimbaid and Mr. Keeling went 
from thence to a Tavern in ÞB.rtho.cmen-Lane where this 
Examinant came to them , but heard ne Diſcourſe at that 
time but drank and went his away. 
This Examinant further faith, That a Fortnight _=_ 
Whit- 
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Whitſontide he met Mr. Foſeph Keckng and his Brother in 
Threadneedle-ſtreee near the Exchange and they would needs 
Drink with him, and he went with them to the Flanders 
Coffee-Houfſe, and then Mr. Foſias Keeling told him his Bro- 
ther was a ftout Man and could bring together thirty Men 
for his ſhare, and then they went all three into a Room 
above-ſtairs, and then Mr. Foſias Keeling ſaid theſe words 
to him, Jou know the Bufineſs of the Rye, this Examinant 
at that time knew the meaning of the Rye, but not the place 
they called the Rye : And they being three together they fell 
into Diſcourſe concerning the King and the Duke of ork and 
how they ſhould diſpoſe of them and defpoſe the king, and 
they being hot in this diſcourſe this Examinant faid he was for 
ſaving the Duke and ſecuring the King , afterwards the 
two Keelings ſent this Examinant to look for Goodenorgh, 
and told him they mnft needs fpeak with him preſently , 
and after this Examinant had been from place to place to 
find him, and mitling of him he returned back to the Ta- 
vern where he found the faid two Kee'/714zs and Goodenorgh 
and ſome others who this Examinant doth not know ; and 
there the ſaid Goodenough and both the (aid Keelrr-gs retired 
into a private Room, but what paſled between them this 
Examinant doth not know neither hath he ſeen them fince. 
This Examinant farther ſaith , T hat about Michacimas laft 
was twelve Month as he remembers Mr. Goodenorgb ſpoke to 
him to make a private place between his Roof and the Ceel- 
ing-Joiſts of his Hovſe with intent as he told this Examinant 
to put Mony in it becauſe the Times were dangerous. S0 
this Examinant cut the Rafters and untyled part of the 
Houſe and made {nch a private place, and made a Frame 
and a Door for a Man to 20 in, and the Bricklayer Tyled it 
over and over the Door, bnt what vſe the ſaid Goodenorgh 
afterward made of 1t this Examinant knows not. - This Exa- 
minant ſaith, That the Perſons engaged in this Conſpiracy 
are Mr. Rich.mrd and Francis Goodenouph, Mr. Robert Wejt, 
the two R:mbalds, and one Adderton a Glafter,, and Leea 
Dyar, and both the Keelzngs, and a Crape-Weaver who hves 
about Chi/mwel-S:reet. 

This Examinant faith, That ie hath work'd for the faid 
Mr. Weſt at his Chamber in tze Temple, and one day meet- 
ing him in Flect-ſtreet he asked this Ecaminant it the Ball 
Were once up whether Gameſters would come in in four 

G3 or 
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or five Hours time * This Examinant replyed, He thought 
they would. And at another time being at Work at his 
Chamber they fell into diſcourſe together concerning the 
Depoſing of the King and the Duke, and words to that 
purpoſe, but what the particular words were he doth not 
well remember. This Examinant faith,. That to the beft 
of his remembrance as he was Drinking with Mr. Lee at the 
Kings-Head Tavern in Chaneery-Lane about a Fortnight 
after Whitjontide laſt, the (aid Mr. Lee told him there was 
a E::ptain of a Ship would appoint the hurling of a Silver 
Ball at Blackheath, which, would draw a great Compa- 
ny of People together , and then he would give them 
Brandy , and then they would go and fſeiſe on the 
Torver. 

This Examinant, further ſaith , That he being at Work 
at one Mr. Percivals at Chipenham where the faid Adder- 
::14 the Glaſier was alſo taking order to Work, the ſaid 
Adderton asked this Examinant if Mr. Goodenough had faid 
any thing to him about the Buſineſs > This Examinant 
asked him what Buſineſs? The ſaid Adderton replyed, He 
had told Lee of it , and that was all paſſed between 
them, ; 


Will. Hope. 


C apt. & Cognit. coram me Die 
& Anno preſen. 


William Turner. 
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Information of Wiliiam Leigh. 


Do d-clare that my fiſt acquaintance with Mr. R-1 
L and Mr. Lee was by reaſon of Captain B/17g and his Bu- 
fiacls to go his Mate, and the firſt time that ever Mr. Ro- /e 
ſpoke any thing to me about the Plot, was one day I met 
him by the Exchar,p2; He told me he had ſomething to ſay 
tome; and to the beſt of my remembrance he asked me 
preſently afcer, if I did know of any Seamen that were fit= 
ting to make Captains in Wappirg : I told him, No, but I 
would fce what I could do; and he promiſed, he and Mr. 
Lee to come to the B/-w Anchor by Wapp:irg Dock next 
Morning about Ten a Clock but came not : Another day, 
he and Mr. Lee came down and diſcouſed with ſome of Mr. 
Rouſe's Friends that he met, but they did not like his way 
and fo parted. 

And the tficſt time that ever I heard of tofing up ofa Ball 
was by Captain Blavg, but I do declare I knew not the 
meaning of it till Mr. Lee, and Mr. Roſe asked me about 
taking the Tower ; and whereas he or Mr. Lec, or Mr. Rouſe, 
or both, asked me about toiling up of a Ball, as I take it 
on Blackheath : I asked what they would do there ? They 
told me there was fome Hundreds of Horſe ready in the 
Country ; and as for Captain Bl/agy, I heard him ſay that 
Mortar-picces over $9:.t-wark fide would be the beſt way 
for the taking of the Tower; and I have heard him fay,as near 
as I can re:znember , he could raiſe f2rme Seamen , but the 
number I have forgot ; and all that Mr. Lee ſpoke before 
the King and Council in my hearing was trne. All this I 
am willing to atteft ; and for knowing cf any others Le- 
{ides Mr. Lee and Mr. Rue and Captain B/azy to be con- 
cerned in this Plot, I know nat, neither can | calitvu mind 
any words ſpoken by any but thoſe three. 


W:illian Leiz h. 


G 4 Fe 
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The further Information of William 
Leigh. 


Shall it pleaſe your Majeſty, 

ne, ſent ip my Paper, I have ſent ſomething more 
which came in my Mind fince, That is about getting ſome 
Seamen that might be fitting to go Commanders or Cap- 
tains of Ships 3 and as he asked if 1 could not get two or 
three , ſometime afterwards I did enquire what he would 
do with them , he told me to make Maſters of Ships, I 
asked for what end? He told me to put in Ships at Depe- 
Ford or Woolwich, that is Men of War to make Guard 
Ships to ſtop all going and coming : I did ask him what 
he would do with them when there was no Guns nor 
Powder nor Shot on board ; but I told him if he had the 
Tower then he might do ſomething : but his Anſwer was, 
If not then, ſome time after that, ſays he , Mr. Rous by 
Name, we muſt ſecure the Tewer and Wh:tehal both toge- 
ther, or elſe there could be nothing done : For, ſays he, 
we muſt take the King and then our work is done, to the 
of my remembrance : I asked what was then his 
Oath of Ailegiance? He told me if they had the King he 
ſhonld be King till, but fight under his Commiſſion. Þ 
do think Mr. Lee was there preſent. | 


"illiam Leig h. 


ms 
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Information of the Lord Howard to the 
King, the 11th of July 1683. 


The Firſt Part of my Narrative being « 
Summary Account of all that Occurredto 
wy Knowledge from September 29th 
1682. to the time of the Earl of Shaft(- 
bury*s Death, | 


1 


A the middle of Seprember 1682. I had occafion 
to go to a ſmall Eftite at Tolzbury in the County of 
Eſſex, where I continued about a Fortnight waiting to hear 
of the ultimate iflue and reſult of the long Ele- 
ion of the Sheriffs of London, which was ſhortly to re- 
ceive a final Determination by the Swearing of the new She- 
riffs into their Office. | 


During which time of my continuance in the Country T 
received two or three Letters from Captain Walcot , im- 
porting in a myſterious Stile, well enough underftood by 
me, that the matters of Negotiation betwixt me and the 
Merchant my Correſpondent were brought to a good Con- 
clufion, and that my preſence was ſpeedily defired for the 
better perfecting the ſame. , 


Upon the 29th of S-prember (being the day which put 
an end to the long Diſpute about the Sheriffs ) I returned 
to my Houſe at Knzzhtsbridge , where I had not been a- 
bove two or three days before I received a Viſit from Cap- 
tain Walcot, who acquainted me that the Earl of Shaftsbury 
had withdrawn himſelf from his own Houſe into a Retire- 
ment in the City, where (though he was ſecreted from 
moſt of his Friends yet) he defired to ſee me , for which 
: | Pur 
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purpoſe his Lordſhip had ſent him to me to ſhew me the 
way to his Lodging. 


I preſently cloſed with the Invitation, and went along 
with him to one Mr. Watſons Houſe about the further end 
of Woodſtreet (reckoning from Cheapfide) where I found his 
Lordſhip alone, who immediately begun to adviſe me in 
this manner, v:7. | 


That finding the due Election of the City fruſtrated by 
the Pſeudo-Sheriffs forcibly obtruded upon them, he could 
no longer think himſelf ſafe (though Innocent)in the future 
adminiſtration of Juſtice which muft hereafter be expeCt- 
ed to be wreſted by ſuch Miniſters to the Humour of the 
Court , but this Danger threatned not him only , but me 
alſo, and all honeſt Men in England, in the ſenſe whereof 
he had thought it neceſſary for him (and believed it na 
leſs neceffary for me) to withdraw himſelf into the City , 
where he had made ſuch preparations (meeting with a dif- 
poſed matter) that he did not doubt but in a ſhort time he 
ſhould be able to reduce things to a better poſture: That 
in order hereunto there were ſeveral Thouſands (I think 
he mentioned 10000) who were ready upon Notice given 
to betake themſelves to Arms. Firſt to make themſelves 
Maſters of the City , and afterwards Sally out and Attack 
the Guards at Whitehal, that they wereto be affiſted with 
about a 1000 or 1200 Horſe to be drawn inſenfibly into 
Town from ſeveral adjacent parts of the Country under the 
Conduct of ſeveral good Officers, amongſt whom he made 
mention of Major Bremen (and of him only) but there was 
nothing hindred the putting of this into ſpeedy Execution, 
but the backwardneſs of the Duke of Monmouth and the 
Lord Ruſſe! (to whoin were affixt the Lord Grey, the Lord 
Brandon, Sir Henry Ingoldsby, and (everal other Gentlemen 
who would not ſtir without the Duke) who had unhand- 
ſomely failed him after their promiſe given him to be Con- 
current with him in the like undertaking (at the ſame 
time) in D2vonſhire, Sommerſctſhire, Cheſhire, Lancaſhire, 
and other Counties to give variety of Diverſion to the ſtand- 
ing Forces; That the Lord Grey ſeemed to be more for- 
ward then than the reft to joyn with him , with whom (if 
ke could be gained ) he intended to Couple me for the 
| railing 


Moot 


Yn ite 
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raiſing of Eſſex, and that the Lord H:rbert and Colonel 
Romzey would be affiſtant to him in the Conduct of the 
City Afﬀairs , together with very many Eminent Citizens 
whodefired to have their Names ſpared till the time of AQi- 
on, with many other particulars too long to be enumera- 
ted in this ſhort Summary. 


* To all thisI anſwered, That was glad to hear and was 
willing to take it upon his Credit , that the City was in 
as great a readineſs for Action as he had expreft; and that 
there would be ſo conſiderable a Body of Horſe brought 
out of the Country for their Aid as. he had intimated , nor 
did I doubt but he had prudently provided for all the re- 
quiſites to ſo great an undertaking. But withal that I 
could not but be much ſurprized to hear that there ſhould 
be ſo great a miſunderſtanding betwixt him and thoſe No- 
ble Lords whoſe Concurrence I thought*abſolutely necefli- 
ry for ſo greata Work, that if they had failed him (as he 
had related ) after an appointment made , they had acted 
very unſuitably to the CharaCter they bore, and would: de- 
ſervedly forfeit the opinion was had of them , that I nwſt 
be allowed the Liberty to diſcourſe with them about it 
and till then to ſuſpend as well my Cenfure of them as the 
Reſignation of my ſelf to him in the matters propounded by 
him; upon theſe terms I parted from him, promiſing to 
ſee him again within a day or two. 

- The next day I went to Moor-Park, where the Duke of 
Monmouth then was,and in ſhort acquainted him with what 
T had heard, as well concerning himſelf as the Lord Rvſſe/, 
&c. He abfolutely denjed that he, or (as he believed) my 
Lord Ruſſe! had ever e any ſuch appointment with my 
Lord Shaftsbury , that they were altogether Ignorant of 
what was doing by the ſaid Earl, who for ſome time (up- 
on what Capricio he knew not) had withdrawn himſelf 
from them and acted upon ſeparate Councils of his own, 
grounded (as he feared) upon the hafty Conceptions of 
fome Hat-headed Men, who might lead him into ſome un- 
timely undertaking, which in all probability would prove 
fatal to himſelf and all the Party $; For prevention of which 
he ſaid he would be glad (if he knew where) to give him 
$ evting » and to reſettle a better underſtanding with 


Having 


— 


— 
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Having had this Account from the Duke I made a ſecond 
Viſit the next day (being Thurſday the 3d or 4th of Ofte- 
ber) to the faid Earl, to whom I communicated what had 
paſſed the day before betwixt the Duke and me, and 
thereupon took occafion to ſtrengthen my ſelf with Argu- 
ments of the abſolute neceflity of a ſpeedy Conference be- 
twixt him and the other Lords as well for the removing 
the preſent miſapprehenſions they had of each other, as alſo 
for the Conſolidating them into ſach an Union and Concert 
of Councils as might render them all joyntly helpful to the 
Common Intereft by an harmonious and uniform Acting 
to the fame end in which they did all agree, however they 
might differ in the means. This I nrged upon him with 
all the vehemency that the nature and importance of the 
thing required, but he till perſiſted in a refufal of a Meet- 
mg, faying with ſome more than ordinary warmth, That 
he had long diſcovered in the Duke a backwardnefs to 
Action, by which they had loſt great opportunities, that 
he had caufe to ſuſpect that this artificial dilatorineſs of 
the Duke proceeded from a private agreement betwixt his 
Father and him to ſave one another. That People (fo he 
termed that Imaginary Army in the City ) were impatient 
of longer delays, having advanced fo far already that they 
could not ſafely retreat : The Intention of an InfurreCtion 
being communicated to ſo many that it was morally impof- 
fible to Keep it from taking Air, if-it was not ſpeedily 
brought into Act, that one of his Friends (whom I atter- 
wards underftood to be Rumba/d ) had drawn almoſt an 
Hundred Horſe into London by ſmall and unobſervable Par- 
ties a little before Mrchae/mas-day , who (after they had 
continued here a good while at their Expence) were again 
retired to their reſpeCtive places of Abode ; That iuch 
frequent Diſappointments would weary the Party and flat 
their Spirits and make them at laſt reſolve to fit down in 
a -total Deſpondency ; But it was much to be feared the 
Duke aCted with a Proſpect very different from theirs , he 
deſigning nothing more than the Advancing himſelf whilſt 
they could not hope that ever their Liberties ſhould be 
well ſecured for the future, but under the Government of 
a Commonwealth : That for theſe Reafons he was fully de- 
termined to be no longer expectant upon the Duke's 
Motions , but would purſue his fo:mer integtions of At- 
te mpting 
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tempting the deliverance of his Country by the help of 
an honeſt Brisk party in the City, with whom if the reft 
of the Lords would be co-operating they might ſhare 
with him in the glory of ſo honourab py 
if they would not be hoped he ſhould be able to- the 
Work without them. 


Howard. 


Faly 11th $3. 


This was the Subſtance of the ſecond Conference I 
had with him, which I reported the next day to the 
Duke, who defired me to make one Afﬀay more to pro- 
cure an Interview. 


This occaſioned my going tothe ſaid Earl a third time 
upon Saturday the 5th or 6th of Ofober , at which time 
I did prevail with him to give me a promiſe of meeting 
the Duke and my Lord Ruſſe! the next day in the Even- 
ing, but in ſtead of coming, he ſent his Excuſe both ta 
the Duke and me, the next Morning by Colonel Romzey, 
and ftreightway removed to another Lodging , where he 
—_—_— = ſecret himſelf till the time of his departure out 
of Enpland. 

Duting the time of his Concealment, divers intimati- 
ons were given, ſome to me by Captain Walcor, others by 
others to the Duke, of Days appointed for their intended 
InſurreCtions 3 One appointment was about the latter end 
of Oftober at which time the Kings return from New 
anarket was expected ; but this was prevented by the 
Duke, who prevailed with them to put it off to a lon 
ger day in expectation of a Concurrence of the Country 
with them. 

This Adjournment (as I remember) was for a Fortnight, 
at which time returns trom the Country gave Diſcourage» 
ment to the proceedings. 

After this the ſecond of November was made a day pe» 


remptory , as I have been informed, but that allo —_— 


_— — 
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off I know not upon what Diſappointment , which of- 
ten Failures cauſed the faid Earl to take reſolutions of 
Conveying himſclf beyond the Scas, which he did accord- 
wary | 

oo okiſt theſe things were in Agitation, I have ſeveral 
times had ſome dark Hintsgiven me from Captain Walcor, 
from Gocd: , from Weſt, from Ferguſon, of Striking at 
the Head, of ing the Work by removing two Per- 


ſons, by which I did apprehend that there was a defign of 


making ſome Attempt upon the King and the Duke , 
or one of them; but when and where, and by whom , 


and in what manner and place this was to be aCted, I ne- 
ver (aw. 


This ends the TranſaHons during the Life of the Eart 
of Shaftsbuny, the reſt ſhall be made a Second Part. 


Howard. 
Fuly 11th 1683. 


A Continuation of my former Narratives 


Fter the Death of the Earl of Shaftsbury, it was con- 

\ ſidered, Fhat as there had appeared both in City and 
Country a very prompt and forward diſpofition to ACti- 
on; So it might juſtly be feared that either the minds of 
Men might (in time) Cnctns a dull InaCtivity, unlefs 
proper Acts were uſed to keep up the fermentation , or 
(which was equally dangerous ) that the unadviſed pafſions 
of a Multitude might precipitate them into ſome rafh 
and iI|-guided undertakings, unleſs they were under the 


ſteering and direftion of fome ſteady and $kilful hand. For 


prevention of beth theſe evils , it was thought —_ 
t 


——_——. 


——_— 
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that ſome few perſons ſhould be united into a Cabal or 
Council, which ſhould be a concealed Spring both to give 
and to guide the Motion of the Machine. 

The perſons deſigned to this general Care were the 
Duke of Monmouth, the Lord Rey the Earl of Eſſex, Mr. 
Algernoon Sydney, Mr. Hambden Junior, and another whoſe 
Abilities and Qualifications did in no degree fit him for 
ſuch a Province. 

The firſt meeting of theſe Six was about the middle of 
January at Mr. Hambdens Houſe , at which Conſultation 
there was only propounded fome General Heads, which 
were afterwards (upon more mature thoughts) to be De- 
bated,viz. Where the InſurreCtion ſhonld be firſt made whe- 
ther in the City or in the mote remote parts of the Country, 
or in both at the ſame inſtant z what Counties were 
thought to be beſt diſpoſed to, and beſt fitted for this enter- 
prize 3 what Perſons in the reſpeCtive Counties were the 
moſt uſeful and moſt ready to be engaged 3 what Towns 
eaſieſt to be gained, and the moſt proper for a general 
Rendezvous 3 What Arms were neceſlary to be provided, 
how to be got, where to be diſpoſed , what fum of Mony 
was of abſolute neceffity to anſwer publick occafions ; 
how and by what Methods ſuch a*fum of Mony was to 
be raiſed fo as not to draw into obfervation, nor to ad- 
miniſter occaſion of jealowfie : And laſtly, which was the 
principal, and thought to challenge the chiefeſt Care; how 
Scotland might be drawn into a Concert with England and 
which Perſons there fitteft to be Conſulted withal about 
bhis matter. 


This was the ſum of that days Conference. 


The ſecond Meeting was about ten days after, at the 


Lord Ruſſels Houſe, where were preſent every one of the 
foreſaid Six, 


At this Meeting it was propounded that a ſpeedy un- 
derſtanding ſhould be ſettled with the Lord Argyle, and 
that in order thereunto ſome fit Perſon or Perſons ſhould 
be thonght of to be ſent to him, and to be a conſtant 
medium Of Correſpondence betwixt him and them, that 


care {hould be taken to be rightly informed of a = 
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ſtate of Scotland , of the general Bent and Inclination of 
the People , of the capacities or incapacities they were 
under , and that ſome truſty Meſſenger ſhould be forth- 
with diſpatched thither to invite two or three of the 
moſt valuable Gentlemen of that Country into Eng- 
land to the end they might be adviſed with about the ge- 
neral 

The Perſons nominated to be called into England , 
were the Lord Melvin, Sir John Cockran, -and I remem- + 
ber another Gentleman - of the Family and Alliance of the 
Lord Argyle, who (if I miſtake not) was of the ſame Name 
alſo, and a Knight , but of this I retein but an indiſtint 
remembrance, | 

Some other things were conſidered of, but of no great 
moment. 


At the concluſion of this Meeting it was agreed, that 
there ſhould not be any other meeting of this Cabal (un- 
leſs in caſe of ſome extraordinary Emergency) until there- 
turn of the Meſſenger ſent from hence, and the arrival of 
the foreſaid Gentlemen out of Scotland, 

This affording a kind of Vacation I foon after went 
into Eſſex whether 1 was called by the Concerns of my 
Eftate, after that I went to Bath whither I was enforced 
to go by the Infirmity of my health, fo that what was 
done or argued on after this, I can give no account but 
by hereſay. 


Howard. 
Fuly 11th 1685, 
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A Supplement of ſome things which (upon 
recolletFion ) have occurr'd to my me- 
wry ſince my former Information. 


] Remember that my Lord Shaftsbury complaining of di- 
vers perſons who had deſerted him and fell ſhort of 
their Engagements to him , amongſt the reſt named his 
Couſin Charleron (meaning Mr. Charleton of Totteridge) 
who (he ſaid) had promis'd and was able to bring in great 
aſſiſtance to him, upon which he did much rely , but was 
quite fallen from him, and had ſo wholly attacht himſelf to 
the Duke of Monmonth and my Lord Ruſſe! that he would 
aCt only by their meaſure 

Speaking alſo of Major W:/dman, He ſaid that he was 
very forward in the work, and very ative in it 3 And be- 
ing told by me , that amongſt other things which were 
wanting in ſuch Enterprize, the want of ſome Great Guns 
ſeemed to me not to be the leaſt. He told me that they 
ſhould be furniſhed with two Drakes by a Friend 
(whom he did not name ) which two Drakes I haye fince 
thought may be thoſe two ſmall Pieces found with Major 
Wildman, 

The Perſon mentioned in my former Narrative , who 
(as my Lord Shafz:5bury ſaid ) had offered to kill the Duke 
with his own hands, I do now diſtintly remember to 
be Mr. John Ayloffe, to whom he Anſwered | No Jack 
thou pe not hall him till we have an Armed Force to 

uſtifie at.) 
Fs the roth or 12th of Ofober after a ſtop put to 
the then intended InſurreCtion, the Duke of Monmorth told 
me that he had ſeriouſly thought of it (meaning the In- 
ſurreCtion ) and that after divers ways propoſed and ſeri- 
ouſly confidered of, he was clearly of Opinion that there 
was nothing ſo eafie to be accompliſhed, nor fo probable 
to do the Work effeCtually as to fall in upon the King at 
Newmarket with a ſmart party of Horſe of about Forty 
or Fifty, which he ſaid he could ſoon have in a rcadinet. 
H To 
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To which I anſwered, That I wasof the ſame opiriion A 
but whether or not it would be decent for him to appear 
in perſon in an Attack to be made when the King was in 
Perſon, deſerved his conſideration. Two days after I ſpoke 
to him of it again, and ask'd him what thought he had of 
it; He anſwered me that it conld not be brought about 
ſoon enough. After which I never Diſcourſed more with 
him about it ; but upon refleCtion I am apt to think that 
from this time , and not before the Deſign of Way-laying 
the King in his return to London was firſt meditated, and I 
am the more confirmed in this Opinion from the Confide- 
ration of the behaviour of the Duke of Monmouth and 
Lord Grey who ſeemed to be very big of Expectation of 
ſome great thing to be attempted upon the day of the 
King's coming from Newmarket, upon which day (as I 
have before obſerved) Sir Thomas Armſtrong was not to be 
found till the King's Coaches were come into Town, and I 
do verily believe he was to have headed the Party. To 
this alſo may be added , That the Duke of Monmouth 
within few days after told me that he had that day given 
order to have his Horſes carried into London to have 
been in a readineſs to have Mounted upon any Emer- 
ency. 

n I do further call to mind , That there is a conſiderable 
Perſon living in Sp:7tle-Frelds whom I very well know , 
and have often been in his Company (but cannot remember 
his name diſtincUy ) this Man I have been told did under- 
take to bring in two or three Hundred Men upon the 
ſtrength of his own Intereſt when occaſion ſhould require z 
He is well known to Mr. Ht. 


Fhward, 


n 


Further 
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Further Information of Colonel Romzey, 
June 11th. 1684. 


S* Thomas Armſirong was at the Meeting at Mr. She- 
pards, when I was there, and was one that undertook 
to view the Szvsy and Mews to fee in what poſture the 
Soldiers were and how eafie or difficult it would be to ſur« 
prize them. 

Sir Thomas Armſtrong did tell me that Gzbbons came to 
him and acquainted him that Mr. Roe and he had been to 
ſce the Earl of Bedfords Garden, and told him that was a 
fit place to take off the King and Duke at, but in other 
Terms which now I have forgot. 

Sir Thomas Armſtrong did come to me the Sunday night 
after the Fire at Newmarket and told me that he juſt came 
from Fergyſon, and that notwithſtanding they returned fo 
ſoon, F«rg1ſon did not doubt to have Men ready by that 
time to do the Buſineſs, and defired me to go with him to 
Ferguſons Lodging in his Coach, which I did ; when I came 
there Ferguſon told me the ſame , but that they wanted 
Mony, Mr. Charleton not being to be found, npon which 
Sir Thomas defired mie to lend ſome, and he would ſee me 
repaid , and faid if had been in ſtock he would have done 
it himſelf; upon their perſwaſion I went to my Houſe I 
think in Sir Thomas his Coach and brought forty Guinnies ; 
he again repeated that he would ſee me repaid ; ſeveral times 
after he told me Ferguſon had my Mony and wondred L 
would not go to him to receive it. 

After the Diſcovery Sir Thom.15 came one night and told 
me he wondred I vas not gone and did importune me to be 
zone With the firſt, and in the mean time to keep cloſe for 
that I was mightily hunted atter, 


F. Romzey, 


_— 


- 
»y, 


_— - 
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A Letter from Sir William Stapleton, Go- 
vernor of the Leeward I{anads , to Sir 
Leoline Jenkins, 


Nevis Jan; 25th. 1685. 


Right Honourable, 


LT] HAT zov off:rs to inform your 
/ Y Hoxour is that having ſeen the 
Kings Proclamation and a Liſt in Print of 
the Conſpirators in the laſt Myſt Deteſtable 
Plot; I found one Jarnes Holloway Mey- 
chant therein ſpec:fied fled and Indifted, who 
went by another Name, viz. john Mil 
ward, whom I have cauſed to be ſecured in 
order to ſezd him home by the next good op- 
portunity , which is by one Captain John 
Wilkinſon Commander of the Ship Joſeph 
of London 4 good Sailer» 


William Stapleton. 


— 


The Information of James Holloway 
Read the 11th of April, 1684. 


Great $ IR, 


Your Majeſties moſt humble, but too much miſled, and 

diſobedient Subject do here inoſt faithtullz, according 
to the beſt of my Remembrance, give you an Account 
of what I knew concerning the late diſcovered Conſpiracy, 
how I cameto be concerned, how far I was concerned ; 
how it was to have been carried on in Br,/tol : why Idid 
not come in at the fuſt Diſcovery, and caſt my ſelf a' 
Your Majeſties Feet for Mercy ; How I made my eſcape, 
and whereI was till taken. If I ſhall through torgettu]- 
neſs omit any thing that it may be thought I am privy to, 
I ſhall beready and willing truly to anſwer any queſtion 
that ſhall be asked by Your Majefty, or any Your moſt 
Honourable Privy Council, no way deſpairing of Your 
Majeſties Mercy, but remain in hopes that that Fountain 
of Mercy which hath ſo abundantly flowed from Your 
Sacred Breaſt ever fince Your happy Reftauration is not yet 
Dry, and that there is (ome drops left for me, who 
doubt not but to ſerve Your Majeſty both at home and 
abroad, much more Living than my Death will. 

That which TI have cauſe to impute the occaſion of my 
being Concerned, was my too Publick Spirit, preferring 
Your Majeſties and my Countries Intereit much before my 
own; but eſpecially in attending the two laſt Parliaments, 
promoting an ACt for the encouragement of the Linu 
Manufatture and the preventing of Frauds in Your Mijcities 
Cuſtoms, &c. Which would have brought in and faved to 
Your Majeſty near 200000/, per Ann. and employed mas 
ny thouſands of Poor, &c. as is well known to many 
Worthy Pcrſons about Your Court, and incdecd proved 
my Ruine, otherwiſe than in this Concern, by bringing 
me into too great acquaintance tor one of my Capacity, 
and by that to be concerned as I was. My Attendance 
on thoſe two Parliaments I doubt have bcen mit-rcp. ce; 
{ented. | ; 

H 3 Ew 
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How far I was concerned 


After the Diſſolution of the two laſt Parliaments, I ob- 
ferved a great diflatisfaction in People in moſt parts where 
I travelled, but heard nothing of any Deſign till 7:y 1682, 
when one Mr. Foſeph Tyly of Briſtol came from London ; 
I meeting with him, asked what News, he anſwered to 
this efte&t; All Bad, and if ſome ſpeedy courſe be not ta- 
ken we ſhall be all undone, for by their Arbitrary, Illegal 
ways and by force of Arms they have got Sherifts to their 
Minds, Witneſſes they had before, but wanted Jurors to 
believe them, now they have got Sherifts naming Mr. 
Nort/' and Mr. Rich, who will find Jurors to believe any 
Evidence againft a Proteſtant, and ſo hang up all the 
kings Friends by degrees ; I then told him that 1 thought it 
was impoſitble {fuch things conld be done, but the King 
muſt hear of it ; no faid he, there's none ſuffered to come 
near the King, but thoſe who have been declared Ene- 
mies to the kinz and Kingdom by Parliament, naming 
ſome that were mentioned in the Printed Votes, who to 
ſave themſelves do endeavour to keep all ſuch things from 
the Kings knowledge, and perſwade him againſt Parlia- 
ments, with much more ſuch hke Diſcourſe, by which I 
found the fame was difcourſed throughont England, 
Scot/and, and ' Le/nmmd, as a means to engage People. At 
length he told me that the Proteſtant Gentry, naniing the 
Earl of Shofzsb+ry, Lord Firward of Erick and others 
were come to a Reſolution, ſeeing fair means would not 
do, but all things on the Proteſtants fide are miſ-repre- 
ſented to the king by ' ſuch great Criminals, and none 
more in favour than thoſe, to take the King from his E- 
yi! Council, and thit by an Infurcection 'in ſeveral parts of 
Eng'md at once, w:7. Lenaon, Briſto!, Tiunton, Exeter, 
Clef!'r, Nemcaſtie, Lirk, and ſome other places in the 
Not), ard that there would be a conſiderable party rea- 
dy in $54.42, and another in Trc!;nd, therefore ſaid he, 
we mult contider how to manage affairs in Br:to/, for if 
they p:oceed at A7:chaelmas in Chooſing Lord-Mayor as 
ey Gd Sneritis, and to Swearing of Nerth and * Rich, 
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it muſt begin in Ofober or November, otherwiſe there 
will be ſome Sham-Plot contrived to take off moſt of the- 
Stirring Men in the laſt Parliaments ; with much other dif 
courſe to the ſame effect, adding, that Mr. Wade would 
come down very ſuddenly, by whom we might expect a 
full Account of all. About the end of Aup/t as near as 
I can remember, Mr, Wade came down, who confirmed 
what Mr. Tyly had faid, but could fay little as to any far- 
ther Reſolution they were come to above, either of any 
Time or Method agreed upon, but that the Deſign went 
on, and Men were employed in all parts to try how peo- 
ple were inclined, who found enough ready, and that there 
would be no want of Men, if it was once begun. Then 
we conſidered how it may be managed in Br:/?o/, and 
what Number of Men might be needful for the firſt On- 
ſet; towards which he ſaid, We might depend on 150 
Men from Tauntm or thereabouts, and concluded that 
350 might be ſufficient to ſecure it without the Blood- 
ſhed of one Man, it being our Deſign to ſhed no Blood 
if poſſible, but this we reſolved not to acquaint any of 
our Friends with, till the Day and Method was refol- 
ved, of which he faid we ſhould have Ten or Fourteen 
days notice; and having ſoon conſidered of a Method, 
waited in expeCtation of further Advice, but none came 
till November ;then we heard that ſome dif-appoiatment hap- 
pening they were forced to delay it, tho there ws more 
and more cauſe for it. The end of December or begin- 
ning of January had advice that it was deterred to the 
beginning of March. The third of March I came to 
London, and meeting with Mr. W.de, asked him how 
things went, who anſwered that he conld not tel} what to 
make of it, for he could find nothing done more than 
was nine Months before. The Great Perſons who were 
the Managers having done nothing but talkt of things, 
but now there were {ome others appointed to manage it, 
who were Men of buſineſs naming them to me, wz7. The 
Farl of Eſſex, the Lord How.trd of E/crick, the Lord Grey, 
the Lord R:{/e/, Col. $:d4ncy, Major Wildman, Mr. Ham: - 
den the younger, and Mr. Charlton, who he did ſuppoſe 
would make ſomething of it, and not do as the others 
har done, make a years ta!k to enfaare many thouands 
of People to no purpoſe ; for theſe had already fent Mef- 

H 4 ſengets 
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ſengers into Scotland and Ireland, to know their minds, 
naming one Aaron Smith ſent into Scrtland, and at the 
return of the Mefſengers would come to” a Reſolution as 
to time and method, but he. was confident they could not 
be ready before Mzd/ummer by reafon they had done fo 
little in order to it. Mr. Wade was then deſign'd into the 
Weſt upon the Earl of Stamf.rd's buſineſs, and faid if he 
could underftand any thing more before he left London he 
would take Briſtol in his way and acquaint us with it. This 
Journy he brought me to Col. Remzey with whom we had 
little diſcourſe, he being going forth with his Lady. The 
fixth of March I left London, and went directly for Bri- 
ſto! ; about the Twelfth of March, Mr. Wade came to 
Briſto!/, but then could ſay no more than as above, the 
Meſſengers being not come back from Scor/and nor Ireland 
and was of his former opinion, that if any thing were 
done, it could not be before Midſummer, he then expect- 
ed to be about two Months in the Wt, and faid that if 
any thing was agreed upon ſooner, one Mr. Weſt a Coun- 
ſellor had promiſed to write to him in the name of Igle- 
fone, and dire&t his Letter to be left at his Brothers in 
Briſtol, who Wade ordered that if any ſuch Letter came, 
to open it, andif any thing material in it, to ſend it by a 
Meſſenger to him into the Weſt, About the 17th of 
March came a Letter for him from Weſt in the name of 
Ingleſtone, which his Brother opened, and not underſtand- 
ing the Stile brought it to me, but I knew not the 
meaning thereof, The Contents was to deſire Mr. Wade 
to get his Clients together the next Saturday come Fort- 
night, for that was the day appointed to Seal the Writings, 
and neither of us underſtandmg it, his Brother ſent it by 
a Meflenger after him, who found him at Taunto, and 
his Anſwer by the Meflenger was, that he Knew not the 
meaning of it, but ſhould be within Ten miles of Br;- 
Fol the next Saturday, defiring that if any other Letter 
came, to ſend it to him. About three days after came 
another Letter as above, deſiring him not to call his Clients 
together, for the time of Sealing was put off, which Let- 
ter was alſo ſent to him, , but he underſtood it not, fay- 
ing it was ſome raſh buſineſs or other and ſo went back 
again, | : 


The 


b—— 
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The 5th of 4pr:/ I came to London, and that Evening 
went to Mr. We/t's Chamber in the Temple where I 
him, who then did not knaw me , but when I 
my Name, from whence I came, and mentioned the 
Letters Mr, Wade received from bim, be | 
ſomewhat free in Diſcourſe with me. I then told 
that Mr. Wade and his Friends were ſurprized at the 
ters, not knowing what he meant by them, and 4d 
fire to know, concerning which he ſeemed a littl 
but after a little Diſcourſe, began to tell meg, 
there was a Defign to take off the King and Duke com- 
ing from Newmarket, which they expected wauld have 
been that Saturday mentioned in his Letter, had nat the 
Fire happened, which cauſed them to come ſooner ; nay, 
ſaid he, had we known they would have ſtayed © long 
as they did, their buſineſs ſhould have bcen done: 
then asked him what be meant by defiring Mr. Wade to 
get his Clients together by that day, and what he. 
propoſe they ſhould have done, to which be could fay 
little, only that they might be ready. I then told him, 
that I thought it a very raſh thing, and that few in 
Enpland would approve of it, that I was ſure none a- 
bout us would, being a moſt Cowardly diſbonourable 
ation, beſides the baſeſt fin of Murther ; then, faid he, 
what is deſigned by the General Defign but to take theni 
both off, and if it had been done that way, it would have 
prevented a great deal of Bloodſhed in the Nation; no, 
ſaid T, no ſuch thing is deſigned as I know of, the Gene- 
ral Deſign being only to get the King off from his evil 
Counſels, who had adviſed him to put a ſtop to Proceed- 
ings againſt Popiſh Plotters by Difſolving of Parliaments, 
A and to bring all Popiſh Offenders to Juſtice, and 
ſuch who had betrayed the Liberty of the Subje&t; and 
this I think was all the Diſcourſe we had at that time, be- 
ing the firſt of my acquaintance with him : that night 
I went with him to a Tavern in Fleerſtr.er, where was 
Captain Norton, Richard Goodenough, and one Mr. Avyloff, 
who to my knowkdge, I never ſaw before nor ſince ; 
whilſt I was with them'there was no Diſcourſe of any bu- 
fineſs, but I ſoon left them together, The next day Mr, 
Roe of Briſtol brought me to Mr. Ferguſon, at the Houſe 

one Mr, Bourne a Brewer, but was not admitted yo 
| ce 


Z 


f 
bESSE 


Q; 
EF 


z 


216 C opies of the Informations. 


_ 


fee him himſelf; Ferguſon» then went by the Name of 
Roberts, who when I had told my Name and frem whence 
Tcame, was pretty free in Diſcourfe with me, and told 
me the Deſign went on very well, that there were ſome 
Scotiſh Gentlemen come up, who were treating with the 
Managers, and did hope they would agree in few days, 
and come to a Reſolution both as to time and Method, 
of which we ſhould have timely notice, but by all his 
Diſcourſe at that time I could not perceive that he knew 
any thing of the Newmarket Deſign. 

That day I had ſome diſcourſe with Col. Romzey at his 
Houſe, who I found was privy to the Newmarket b 
and his opinion was that the. General Deſign would come 
to nothing, for he did not approve of the Managers aCt- 
ings, and faid there was nothing like the other Deſign, 
for that would put an end to all in a little time; then 
F told him that Ithought none in our parts would be for 
it, which I think was all the Diſcourſe we then had, only 
he promiſed that if any thing was agreed before Mr. Wade 
came up, I ſhould hear of it, fo I took leave and went 
for Byi(to/ the next Morning. About ten days after, hear- 
mg nothing from them, ( Ferguſon having told me that he 
thought all would be agreed in fouror five days, and pro- 
miſed to adviſe) I wrote to Mr. Weſt deſiring to know 
how they went on, who wrote me that they ſtill met 
with delays, and were come to no Concluſion, after that 
IT heard no more till May. About the beginning of May 
IT came up to London again, in Company with Mr. Wade 
and ſome other Br:/to! Men, but when we came up, my 
buſmeſs being in the City, and theirs about the Temple, 
we parted ; after two or three days I met with Mr. Wade, 
and asked how he found things, who told me, he donbt- 
ed all would prove a Sham, for he thought there was no- 
thing intended, finding nothing materially done in order 
to what had been fo long diſcourſed. Then we went to 
Mr. Weſt, and diſcourſed him fully about the Contents 
of his Letters, who told us, they were reſolved to kill 
the King and Duke as they came from Newmarket, in or- 
der to which, he had provided Arms for fifty Men, Piſtols, 
Carbines and Blunderbuſles, and that they were, promiſed 
the Houſe of one Rumba!d a Maltiter, which lay ip tbe 


Road, and the King muſt come by his Door, there -_ 
en 
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Men ſhould have been Lodged. Then we asked who was to 
have ated it, to which he could give but a ſlender An- 
(wer, and could or would name but two Men, who were 
Rumbald and his Brother, ſaying, if they could have raif- 
ed fix or cight hundred pounds to hve Horſes, 
and ſomething to encourage Men, they have had 
"Menenough: fa that we found they had few Men, if more 
than two," and no Horſes, only a parcel of Arms, which 
afterwards he ſhewed us at a Gun-ſ{miths Houſein a little 
Lane near Temple-Bar; Then we asked him what they 
deſigned if it had taken effect, to which he anſwered, 
that the Men ſhould have come up with all 

to London and diſperſed themſelves immediately, decla- 
ring for the Duke of Monmouth, and that the King and 
Duke being dead, no oppoſition could be made ; then 
we asked who were for this Deſign, he named Colonel 
Romzey and Richard Goodenough, and, as far as I can re= 
member, no more; ſowe found it was carried on by them 
contrary to the knowledge or approbation of thoſe who 
managed the General Deſign: then we declared our great 
diſlike of it, telling him, it was a baſe Diſhonourable 
and Cowardly Action, and would ſeem odious to all the 
World, that any pretending themſelves Proteftants, ſhould 
be concerned'in ſuch a Bloody Action, and that we thought 
it was his Cowardize put him upon it ; to which he ſaid, 
that he could not Fight, but would be as forward with 
his Mony as any of his Capacity. Then we went to 
Colonel Romzey, who we found to be wholly of Weſt's 
Opinion, ſaying, that except ſomething be done that way, 
I know nothing will be done at all, for he knew the 
other Managers would do nothing z fo we had little Dif- 
courſe at that time. After this we went to Fergry/on, 
who told us how things ſtood z we then found that he 
knew of. both Deſigns , but was only for the Inſurre- 
Ction, and told us, that the Managers had been Treat- 
ing with ſome Sco:cb Gentlemen ; that they were almoſt 
agreed, and that the Mony they were to be ſupplyed 
with, would be ready in three or four days, being Ten 
thouſand pounds which was to be returned to Holland to 
buy Arms, ©c. for Scotland, He alſo told us that the 
Scotch Gentlemen had made another Propoſal to the 
Managers, thus,” If they would ſupply them with Thirty 
B86, | thouſand 
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thouſand pound , they would bepin it jn Scotland firſt 
whe they could fon have, end phe would ioners & 
land, azfiring the Managers only #0 get a Party mm the. 
North of England, ready to oppoſe any Force from comang 
out of England againſt them, before they. had ſetled Scot- 
land : but this was not approved of, the Managers ra- 
ther chuſing to ſupply them with 10000 /. and to begin 
it in Eng/and the ſame time. Then we daily expected to 
bear when the Mony would be paid, bat {till found no- 
thing but delays, the Managers not agreeing how to raiſe 
the Mony, and that if the Mony had been ready, they 
were come to no Concluſion as to any Method more than 
they were nine Months before, having done nothing but 
talked to enſnare people, reporting about in all parts how 
the Liberties of the people were daily more and more infrin- 
ged, and that Arbitrary Government and Popery was co- 
ming in apace, which incenſed People very much, and 
made ſuch a grumbling in all parts, that we fear'd longer 
delays would make the common people in many parts mu- 
tiny, it being as we thought ſo gen'rally known, except 
ſomething was ſuddainly done, it was impoflible it ſhould 
remain undiſcovered, ſo the next time we met with Rom- 
£9 and Ferguſon ( tho never together ) we declared our 
iflatisfaCtion by reaſon of ſuch long delays, and fpoke it 
ſo as that it might come to the Managers Ears, as we 
ſuppoſe it did, being to this effect, That we —_ uy 
had only a deſi Ro” people, drawing many thouf; 
snto 4 ſnare, for their ations ſhewed little otherwiſe, _ 
ſo long diſcourſing a thing of that nature and done ſo little 
eorwards it: Few days after meeting with Romzey again, 
he told us they were of different opinions concerning a 
Method, ſome for beginning the InſurreCtion only in Lon- 
don and Scotland, ſome for it in all places at once as at 
firſt propoſed, others for ſeveral places in Eng/and and 
Scotland, and not in London, ſaying that if it was not be- 
gun in London but in other places, there would be For- 
ces raiſed in London to ſend out againſt them, which would 
take out moſt of their ſtrength,and that then London might 
be eaſily ſecured ; ſometimes they were for beginning it 
only in London and Scot/and and to have people come up 
to London from all parts of England, to which we an- 
twered that we thought no way Fetter than what was fuſi 


propoſed ; 
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ropoſed, (viz. ) the beginning of it in many places at once” 
" Pe ne, & althongh' we had erigaged rione_ 
in or about Brit, nor ſhonld not endeavour it till all 
things wete concluded, yet with the affiſtance we were 
promiſed from Taznton, did not doubt but to get Men 
enough'to ſecure it, and that we knew not where to get 
Ten Men that would ceme fot Loridbn, and ſuppoſed it 
miglit be ſo in other places, Men rtiight be wil ing-to 
ſecure thei own Conntrey who would not be willing to 
leave all and cothe for Londovl. Rt then ſaid if he 
knew where to get at the head of 1000 Men he would begin 
it preſently, and defired that we miglit meet the next night 
with fome others arid cortfider of s, o he next. af- 
ternoon we met'at Richard's Coffee-houſe near Temple-Barr, 
and a_ O_ wy __ I think LP 
Little or Devil Tavern, where met eight perſons, 
(viz.) Colona Romzey, Robert Weſt , Captain Norton, 
Captain Walcot, Rithard Goodenough, Francis ouph, 
Nathaniel Wade ati my ſelf ( this was the firſt timeT knew 
Walcot.) When we were all {fet, Colonel - 7 Src to 
this as near as I can remember the words, 
Gentlemen , if we caraiſe Three thouſand Men in and 4- 
bout London, there #' 4 perſon! of Honour will appear at 
the head of them and' begin the buſineſs ; which we ſup- 
poſed to be the Dake of Monmouth, and do not well re- 
member whether he mentioned his Name or not. Which 
propoſal much ſarprized Mr. Wadeand I, that he ſhould 
then queſtion the raifing of Three thouſadid Men, where- 
as when it was firſt mentioned to us we thought they had - 
been ſure of many thouſands in London at an hours warn- 
ing. Thenit was conſidered how Three thouſand Men 
might be raiſed and how they might do ſomething to the 
purpoſe : then we declared what method we had conclu- 
ded on for the management of Afﬀairs in Briſto/, which 
was as followeth, and they could think of no better way, 
ſo it was concluded that London and the Suburbs ſhould 
be divided into Twenty parts, and one Man' made choice 
of in each diviſion who ould chuſe out Ten in his divi- 
ſion that he could truſt, and each of thoſe Ten to find 
out Fifteen, which would make 161 in each divifien, fo 
thatTwenty  divifions would produce 2220. in order 
to'which a Map of London was to be bought the next 


day, 
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day, and each divifion drawn out in a particular Papers , 
mentioning every Street and Lane of Note in it, with the 
North, Eaſt, South and Weſt bounds thereof, and to be 
brought the next Meeting two or three nights after ; at 
the Meeting it was agreed that none ſhould know 
of this Deſign, 0:7. ( of the chief Managers) till all the 
Men were ſecured, and that thoſe Seven (I being not to 
to ſtay long in London ) ſhould meet every twoor three 
tights till all was compleated. At this Meeting Romzey 
and Weſt would be often ſaying, there was nothing like 
the Lopping bufineſs, meaning the taking off the King 
and Duke, and that it might be eafily done as they went 
to or from Windſor, or to or from the Play-houſe, but 
I never heard any agree with them in it, Next day a Map 
was bought and brought to Weſt's Chamber in the 
Temple, where ſome met to divide it and draw out the 
Diviſions againſt the next Meeting. The next place we 
met at I think was the Cafte/-Tavern in Fleet-ſtreet, 
where ſome of the diviſions were brought, all being not 
done, and then it was confider'd how they ſhould be 
diſtributed, being we were moſt ſtrangers , and agreed 
that Richard Goodenough, who had been Under-Sheriff, 
and fo had a general Acquaintance , ſhould do it, 
who was willing to undertake it, the reſt of the diviſions 
to be ready againſt the next meeting, which was two 
or three Nights afterat the Green-Dragon Tavern upon 
Snow-Hill, where when Mr. Goodenough came he told us, 
That he had diſpoſed of ſome of them, and did hope it 
would take et, and that in a Week or Ten Days he 
ſhould have fixe>t the Twenty Men ; the conſideration 
how things ſhould be manag'd, was deferred till they 
were ſure of the Men, only ſome mention'd their Opini- 
ons how the Tower, Whitehal, and other places might be 
beſt ſurprized. The Tower was thought might be beſt 
gained in the Day time, Mh:tchal and other places in the 
Night, with many ſuch things in way of diſcourſe : Rom- 
zey was {till upon the old ſtrain of Killing the King and 

the Duke, ſaying (at this the laſt Meeting I was at, goin 
for Briſtol next Morning ) that it might be done in Wind. 
for-Park, and that he would undertake it, but not except 
every one there preſent would go with him, to which 
not one @onſented ; I replying that I was for no ſuch 
thing 
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thing, but ſeeing the other Buſineſs had gone ſo far, and 
was known to ſo many, if they could bring it to bear in 
London and other places, I raſhly ſaid, Rather than fail of 
Briſtol we will undertake it at Noon-Day with an Hundred 
Men ; to which Romzey ſaid , I was a bold Fellow; they 
then promiſed (when they were ſure of the Men) to adviſe 
and take care for ſome Arms for us at Br:ſtol, and that we 
ſhould have ſome Great Perſon come down to Head us ; 
but I heard no more till the news of the Diſcovery came in 
qpine- Letters 3 I remember one time when Fade and 
was with Ferguſon , he told us that the Duke of Mon- 
mouth was brought to a low Condition, all his Places be- 
ing taken from him, and his Tenants in Sco:laird (being fo 
ſeverely dealt with upon account of their Religion) were 
not able to pay Rent, ſo that his Eſtate there, which was - 
accounted worth Ten or Twelve Thouſand Pound 
Annum, did not yield him the laſt Year Two Tho 
Pound, that he was not well pleaſed with the management 
of Afﬀairs, and defired Mr. Wade to Appoint a place where 
he would meet the Lord Gerrard, and Sir Thomas Arm- 
ſtrons, todiſcourſe them, to which Mr. Wade replyed, He 
would meet none of them, for ſuch Great Men had betrayed 
the Nation already, and enſnar'd too many Thouſands to na 


purpoſe. 
How it was to have been ated in Briſtol. 


We concluded that the only way to ſecure Br:/tol would 
be by a ſurprize , which with about 350 Men (150 of 
which we depended on from Taunton, the other 200 to be 
raiſed in and about the City)might eafily be done about four 
of the Clock in the Morning, as ſoon as the Watch were 
gone off, without the Bloodſhed of one Man, thus, dividing 
the City into fourteen parts, ſo making thirteen Poſts be- 
ſides the main Guard , which ſhould at firſt have been at 
the Torlzy (which is in Briſtol as the Exchange here) we 
ſuppoſed twenty Men might be ſufficient for each Poſt, 
and the remainyler fox the Main Guard , out of which 
might be ſpared four or fix Files to be conſtantly march- 
ing about, and to affiſt where there might be occaſion. 
The Method we deſigned for the raiſing 200 Men in and 
about the Cityas thus,. firſt to tind out thirty Men, = 

or 
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for each Poſt, and four for the Main Guard, who might be 
able each of them to procure ix and to command them, 
which would have made fourteen for each Po#t and twen- 

eight for the Main Guard, to whom the T.::1ton Men 
OL n8 be added, (v:7,) fix to each Poſt, and the remainder 
to the Main Guard, who ſhould have come in the Day be- 
fore, fomie at every entrance of the City and lodge them- 
ſelves at Inns and Ale-Houfes as near the Poſts they were ap» 
pvintetl for as they could : Each Man being to know his 
Poſt and Commanders before they came , the Br:/to/ Men 
to Lodge themſelves and Arms, with Arms for the Taun- 
coi Men, in an Houſe as near as poiltble to their Poſts, and 
to ſend oe out from each Poſt between Three and Four 
of the Clock in the Morning to obſerve the motion of the 
Watch, and to adviſe as ſoon as they were gone off, that 
they might all immediately repair to their reſpective Poſts, 
calling; the Tamron Men , and as foon as they had gained 
their Poſts to fend out a File of Muſquetiers to fetch in 
ſuch and fach' Men in each of their Diviſions as they ſhould 
tive had an account of before, and convey them to the 
Main Guard, which in the fourteen Diviſions would have 
been about Sixty Perſons, Commitſion-Officers and others ; 
then to fetch in all the Arms and Ammunition they. could 
find, which two things being done (as we ſuppoſed might 
be in a litt{e time, and' without any.oppoſition,the Poſts being 
fo near each other, that it would have been impoſſible for 
any Number to get together) we reſolved next to declare 
the Reaſons for our taking up Arms, and to encourage all 
to come in to us that we could truſt, not doubting but 
we ſhould ſoon have had many Thouſands in the City , 
and out of the adjacent Counties, Glouceſter, Somerſet and 
Wilts. 


The Reajons why I did not come in, &c. 


When the News of the Diſcovery firft came to Br:/to! , 
and ſome time before, I was in ſome trouble by my Credi- 
tors, and forced to abſcond tho' thought I had ſufficient to 
pay them, only defired time to get in my effects, their 
Mercy I feared more than your Majeſties, and thought if 
I ſhould come in and find mercy withygour Majeſty, I 
could at firſt expect no better than a Priſon , and if from 
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it diſcharged by your Majeſty, to be kept in by themupon 
account of my Debts. Secondly , hearing there was very 
many (in and about Br:ſto! ) ſuppoſed to be concerned, 
and I (tho' knowing ſo much) being able to prove fo lit- 
tle againſt any Man , but ſuch againſt whom there was 
ſufficient proof without. me, feared that if I ſhould come 
in more would be expected from me than I could prove, 
and fo might fail of Mercy, it having been our reſolution 
not to diſcover the Deſign to any of our Friends till the Mas 
nagers had agreed both upon time and method, therefore 
conſidered how to make my eſcape , there being then a 
ſtriCt ſearch in all Ports, thought beſt to continue in Eng 
land for ſome time , till the heat might be over , and fo 
got an ordinary Habit and a little Horſe about forty Shil- 
lings Price, and travell'd the Country as a Man dealing in 
Wooll, in Glouceſterſh.re, Oxfordſhire and Sommer ſetſhire, 
till about the middle of Auguſt, then repaired towards 
Briſtol, and by Letter with my Wifes Aſſiſtance (all other 
Friends thereabout fearing to aCt for me) prevailed with a 
Poor Man who had a {mall Boat about Ten Tuns, for 
Twenty Pounds reward and the like per Month, for fix 
Months, to go with me for France, and from thence to the 
W:/:-Indies or where I would, my Name being then in no 
Proclamation or Declaration, if it had I ſhould not have 
prevaited with the Man to go with me. So the Twenty 
third of Augr{t Sailed from K3ngs-Road for Rochel, the 
25th proving bad weather, crackt our Maſt, and {> put into 
St. Ives in Ccrniwal , where we. ſtayed till the fourth of 
Sept:mber , then put out again tor Roche! , but meeting 
with contrary Winds was torced into ſeveral places in 
France, and gained not our Port till the Seventeenth. In 
Rochel, I loaded her with Brandy and other Goods , and 
the fourth of O&ovr Sailed from thence for the Weſt= 
Indies (bxing willing to know how my Concerns lay there, 
that my Creditors might have their own, tho' I knew I 
might be much ſafer in France ) and arrived at Barbadves 
the eleventh of Nevemoer, theie I heard of my Name be- 
ing in the Gazette, theretore ſtayed but two ks Ong 
p:.t of my Cargo, from tence I went to- Antigua, where 

landed and diſpoſed of the temairing part, ſtaying there 
about ten Days ; but it being too ſoon for the Crop, and 
my charge being the ſawe lying ſtill or going farther, alſo 
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thinking it not ſafe tolie long there, reſolved to ſee the reft 
of the Caribby-?N.mds, and fo went down to Mount/erat, 
N wis, St. Chr.jtophzrs , St, Eſtatia and Anguilla, and fo 
back again to St. Chriſt»phers , ſuppoſing that to be the 
{areſt place, I being known to none there , where I ſtayed 
about three Weeks. About the fourteenth of January I 
wrote to my FaCtor in N.vis about what was due to me, 
wio on reccit of my Letter diſcover'd me , ſo that Sir 
I. Ui.un Stapietm preſently ſent his Warrant to St. Chriſt c+ 
thers to Apprehend me, but before it came I was gone 
down to St. E/ftatia, eu to meet my Veſlel there, 


{Which I had ſent up to Barbadocs ,*and it being Known 


where I was gore, the Deputy-Governour of St. Chriſto- 
phers fent five Men with his Warrant after me , to whom 
on fight thereof I ſubmitted, tho' had an Opportunity and 
might have cſcaped, but wasrather willing to caſt my ſelf 
at His Majeſties Feet for Mercy , than live ſuch a Lite any 


. longer, not daring to appear where there was need of me 


(among my Factors) who I doubt will take too much Ad- 
vantage by niy Troubles for my Creditors Intereſt. In 
Nevis I was kept a Priſoner thirteen Days, where I pro- 
miſfed Sir William Stapleton that I would make what Di(- 
covery I could, giving him the Names of ſome who I had 

acquainted with it in Briſto/ , which I ſuppoſe he hath gi- 
ven an Account of defiring him that it might be kept 

private, tor if it was known they would have Advice of 
it ; but it was not kept fo private as I expeCted, for the 
Night I came oft I was told of it, therefore ſuppoſe they 

were advis'd by a Briſto/ Ship that came away betore us, by 

which I wrote not a word, I ſuppoſe ſhe might be at 

home long before us, we being nine Weeks and five Days. 

All that I can ſay againſt any of them , except William 

Wade who is before-mention'd, is That I Acquainted them 

with the Buſineſs, as I believe many Thouſands in England 

were, and do ſuppoſe they would have been concern'd, 

Herennder is an Account of many other Perſons that I have 

heard were concerned in the Deſign for an InſurreCtion , 
Which is all that I can call to mind of any thing material that 

ever I heard concerning the Plot, * | 


A 
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A Pager found in My. Charleton's C uſtody. 


Worthy Sir, 
He particulars underwritten, are a britf Account of 

' what Service was done fince May the 15th 1680. 
during which time Six Pound per Annum hath been paid 
for Rooms, moſt what for that Service, befides Wages to 
two Servants amounting to upwards of Ten Pounds, which 
is not at all Charged to the Account. And all Earn'd and 
Charged on that Account is but 56/. 1o 5, for Paper and 
Print, v7. ah 


The Black Box, Firſt Impreſſion Pa bs 
and Print Number 1500 per'þ 03 00 26 


Second Impreflion with Alterations Ve 
Number 1500 05 &o os 


The Anſwer to the. Declaration Three a 
Sheets, Number 3000. Paper and þ 18 os os 


int 


The two Conferences, Five Sheets, Num-? 25 6 6p 
ber 2 500. Paper and Pririt 


Reaſans for the Indictment of the D.Y 
of 7. Number 1ooo. Paper and þ 2 IG ©oo 
Print 


For Bags, Boxes and Portridge 01 ©O Os 
Sum is'36 10 os 
Wherecof Received 33 oo oo 


_— 


Remains 23 10 os 


Beſides all the large promiſes when engaged in that Ser- 
vice, viz. to be the Parliament Printer (and when the Par- 


kament fat, had not one Sheet to do of all the vaſt 
I 2 Numbers 


” 
. <4 4b 


K-97 42 


-—_- 
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Numbers done for. them.) Alſo 100 /. per annum and Re” 
* imburſtment for an Engine' made on purpgſe for the Ser- 
vice, which coſt 1 5 /. A former that colt 16 /. being rotted 
in the former.Publick Service. bk A 
*- Towards all which Haga uinmes were received of Mr, 
Ferguſpn (aid to be his own. Gift. This is a Brief Account 
_ of what paſt under Mr. Ferguſon's Order , which ſhall be 
faithfully mads.appear to his Face if þe dare ſtand the Teſt, 
. By Sir, your moſt humble Servant. & | 


DO —————— 


Captain Walcot's. Letter, . .To the 
Right Honourable Sir Leoline 


Jenkins. 


Honoured Sir, 


Being in the Country, and to tny great 

trouble ſeeing my ſelf in his Majeſties 
Proclamation, 1 came laſt Night to Town, 
reſolving to lay may ſIf at His Majeſties 
Feet, leg. him do with me what be pleaſeth ; 
1 his. is the firſt Crime I have been Guilty of, 
fiace His Majeſtics Reftauration , and too 
ſoon by much now : If His Majeſty thinks 
my Death will do him more good than my 
Life, God's Will and His be drne. Un- 
til T ſent your H. nour this Letter, my Life 
was in my own Power, but xow it is inthe 
Kings, to whom Ido mcſt humbly propoſe , 
That if His Majeſty defires it , I will Diſ- 
cover to him all that I know xelating to 
England, 
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England,Scotland,or Ireland ; which I ſup- 
poſe may be ſomething more thay the Orig inal © 
Diſcoverer was able to" acquaint His Maje-" 
ſty with ; eſpecially as to Ireland : There is *« 
not any thing His Majefty ſhall think fit tor. * 
ask me, but I will anſwer him the Truth ,.;. 
as pertinently and #s fully as I can. My. 
intimacy with a Scotch Miniſter, through 
whoſe "Hands muth of the Buſineſs went, I - 
Judge occaſioned m7 knowing ' very much : 
And I do further humbly propoſe , That if 
His Majeſty thinks it adviſable, T will 

ollow thoſe Lords and Gentlemen that are 
fled into Holland, as if I fled thither, and 
had made my Eſcape alſo, and will acquaint 
the King, if I can find it out, what Meaſures 
they reſolve of taking next : I do aſſure 
His Majeſty, the Baſtneſs is laid very broad, 
or I am miſinformed. And I am ſure as to 
that particular, if my being with His Ma- 
jeſty, and your Honour, be not Diſcovered, 
I ſhall be ten times abl:y to ſerve him than 
e/ther Mr. Freeman, or Mr. Carr ; for 
they will truſt neither 'of them. Therts 
ſearce any thing done at Court , but is im- 
mediately tall*d all the Town over ; there- 
fore if His Majeſty thinks what I have 
preſumed, to propoſe Adviſable, I ao then 
further moft humbly Propoſe, That my 
waiting upon His Majeſty may be ſome time 

3 within 


"Week I 
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within Night , that your Honour will ac- 
quaint me the Time and Place where I may 
wait upon yon, in order to it ;, and that it 
may be within Night alſo, and that no body. 
may be by, but His Majeſty , and yow Ho- 
nour ; And if His Majeſty pleaſeth ta 
Pardon my Offences for the Time paſt , he 
ſhall find ] will approve my ſelf very Loyal 
for the future ; if not, I reſolve to give 
His Majeſty n0 further trouble , but to lye 
at His Mercy, let him do with me what he 
pleaſeth. . I purpoſe to ſpend much of this 
Day in Weſtminſter-Hall , at leaſt from 
Two of the Clock to Four, I beg your 
Pardon T ſend oaſ Hononr this by a Porter : 


1 aſſure your Honour , it was for no other 


reaſon, but becauſe I would not have a Third 
Perſon Privy to it ;_ and that I might have 
the better opportunity to make good my 
Word to His Majeſty, and to approve my 
feif | 


Your Honours moſt 


humble Servant 
Thomas Walcot. 


Minutes 


——— 
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Minutes of Walcots Conft//ion before His © 


Majeſty the 8th. of july 1683. 


'EY firſt Buſineſs was ſpoken of in a place and at a 


time ke does not now remember, 
But it was agreed that Lord Shafts ury ſhould have the 
Command in London. 
Lord Ruſſe! in Devonſhtre, 
Lord Brandon in Cheſhire, 
Duke of Monmouth in Taunton and Br:/to/, 


This agreement did not hold long ; Some coming to 


Town that ſaid the Countrics wete not ready, 

The laſt Buſineſs was ſpoke of about a fertnight before 
Aſh-Wedneſday laſt : Captain Waicor had no Conference 
about it with any Lord but with the Lord Howard of 
Eſcrich, 2 

Ferguſon did oblige Captain FHz/cot to bring him and 
the Lord. Howard together : The Lord Howard and Fer- 
guſon diſcourſed together of the ways and means to ſuy- 
prize the Tower, n+: 

Lord Shaftsbury told him that the City was divided into 
twenty parts, and that there was tg be a Chief to every 
part, and he was ta chooſe fifteen Men to affift him with- 
in his Diviſion. 

Lord Shaftsbury told the Duke of Monmouth that the 
King was to be depoſed. \ 

umbald was Lieutenant of Horſe in Farirfax's Army. 
Walcot ſerved in the ſame Army. 

ichard Goodenough (aid the Duke of Monmouth expect- 
ed fix thouſand Men together in London. 

Lord ' Ruſſe! and Lord Grey were to Mortgage Lands 
for the Raiſing of ten thouſand pounds. 

Lord Howard of Eſcrick, was concerned in the Grand 
Conſultation. | 

Captain Walect always oppoſed the Aſſuſination : Re 
will leave $00 /. a year behind him. | 

Ferguſon told Walcot about a quarter of a year ago that 
the Earl of Eſcx was in this ay. | a 

4 


— 
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A Note taken from Walcot, by Captain 
Richardſon Keeper of Newgate, July 
the 11th 1683. 


F Colonel Romzey be to- be ſpoke with I would have you 
ſpeak with him to be tender of me, that will do him no 
hurt, he hath room enough to ſerve the King upon 
others, and if Mrs. Weſt would do the like to her Husband, 
her Children —— 
On the other fide, 

Run no hazard nor ſpeak with him before any "PL if 

you cannot be private leave the iſſue to God. 


Two Letters from the Mayor of 
New-Caſtle, Dated June 1t 1683, 
To Mr. Secretary Jenkzns, about 
Pringle, &c. 


New-Caftle June the 11t 1633. 


Right Honourable, 


E preſume to acquaint your Honour 

there aye two perſons Apprebend” 

ed and Committed to His Majeſties Gadt 
here, with whom there are found divers Se- 
ditions Papers and Letters , they were for 
g0ing 


Y "M0 


going beyond Seas, the one of them goes by 
the Name of Alexander Pringle, the other 
Edward Leviton , whes their Papers aud 
Writings were ſcized, on, they attempted to 
deſtroy and convey the ſame , but were pre- 
vented : We have ſent by Expreſs the 
Writings ſo ſeized on to his Grace the Duke 
of New-Caltle our Lord Lieutenant , to 
forward the ſame with this Iketter to your 


Howour. What Commands we receive from 


your Honour ſhall be obeyed by, &C. 


\New-Caftle June the 13th 1683, 


Right Horiourable, 


E Received your Honours Letter 
of the 5th Inſtant, do acknowledye 


your favour and kinaneſs therein, we have 
and ſhall make it our chief Care and Study 
to Apprehend all ſuch Offenders, and do our 
utmoſt Endeavours on all occaſions for His 
Majeſties Intereſt and Service, we are ſa- 
tisfied one of theſe perſons is Alexander 
Gordon of Earleſton though now called 
Pringle, both theſe Priſoners were delivered 
Teſterday to Colonel Strother to be ſafely 
Conveyed into Scotland according to His 
Majeſty's Commands, We are, &c. 


A 
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A Letter to Mr. Alexander Pringle , 
ſeized at New-Caſtle. 


Loyden March the 20th 3683. 


SI R, 


| N Saturday /aft I had the occaſion of 


ſeeing a Letter from you diretted for 
Mrs. Gaunt in whoſe abſence Mrs. Ward 
had Received it, at the reading of which 1 
was z0t 4 little troubled, conſidering my full 
reſolutions fignified to you in my laſt , for 


and taken my farewel of Mother Gaunt ſpe 
Zoing into the Country ;, And that very Week 
1 was ſo ſet npon by the Gentleman with 
whom I ftay, and Jo. Johnſton with ſome 
others, to ſtay but a month, and if that did 
wot accompliſh ſomewhat in hand to hel 

Trading,then I fhould be no longer Pan: 
After I was prevailed to retraf# ſo far 1 
Ordered Jo. who had time at Command to 
give you an ample account of matters: And © 
withal Jo. was deftred by our Friends fram 
Scotland to ftaxd here in my place: The 
like Engagements of Secreſie , &C. 96 
Faxen 


effetFuating of which I had ſpoke for pa oh 


ht 


__—_____—___l 


— 
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you thegrounds of my ſtaying, and to defite 
if you inclined to croſs the Water to come 
this way. But ſince many are the confuſed, 
yea troubled Thoughts that have poſſeſſed me 
for Tielazng < Concerning ohich as alſo my 


yielding t0 it, take the ſubſequent account.” 


In my laſt, or it precedent to it , 1 ſhewed 


y0u that Trading was wery low here and. 


many a_w"s which hath made the Mer- 
chants , ſuch as they are, to think that 
deſperate Diſeaſes muſt haye deſperate 
Cures. And while that they have ſome ftock, 
it will be better to venture oat than to keep 


Shop and fit ſtill till all be gone and then they 


ſhall not be able to att but let all go, which 
Reſolution Þ thought a thing not to confide 
In, ſeeing the moſt of them are Fire-lide 


Merchants, and love not to venture where . 


ftorms are any thing apparent. But about 


my departing they ſhewed the Model of Aﬀairs - 


in ſuch order that I ſee venture they muſt 


" and venture they will, whereupon I de- 


manded how onr Trade would be carried on. 
Anſwer , They knew well what goods bad 
proved moſt prejudicial to their Trade and 
therefore they thought beft to inſiſt upon 
Negatives. In which whatever 1 propoſed 
bk aſſented to, 4s I find, and this they thought 
beft to ſtill ſome Criticks in the Trade, 


8nd 


taken, and thereupon I ordered bis to ſhew- 
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and by this means to endeavour the diſpatch- 
ing the old Rotten Stuff before they order 
what to bring home next , this looks ſome- 
what ſtrawge to me, but when Þ conſtder all 
circumſtances I think they for themſelves 
do beſt in it ,*for our Merchants I made 
account only to have had ſome ſtock for 40 
ſet the brokem ones up again, and ſo 


. bid them here farewel; and they to try their 


way and we ours ſince they think fit that 
ſome of thoſe whom we have found ( as you 
will ſay when you hear them named ) trea- 
cherous dealers in our Trade conſulted and 
accordingly bave done , whereupon T fear or 
rather hope that our Merchants though 
broke will rather deſire to live a while lon- 
ger as they are, than joyn with ſuch, and to- 
advance their Trade unleſs ſurer grounds 
of their fidelity be gotten thaw is or can be 
expetfed, And this is the bottom of all 
my ſorrow, But to proceed I find (if all. 
hold that « intended) that they think it is 
almoſt at a phint to ſet forward if they had 
their Factors home- who are gone to try how 
the Country will like ſuch Goods 1s they 
are for or againſt the making «ſail of. 
Friends I mean Merchants wrote 'to me 
that after I had ſpoken to- you poſſibly you 
might tone this way the better thereby.to .. 
edviſe them what to av in this caſe for 1 


have 
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have ſignified ſomewhat it to them , but 
- wot. my 4 as this ms 'F'thowght to 
have ſeen you long ere this time, "but I hope 
you will. not miſconſtrutt of my ſtaying, lee 
'- ing in it I deſigned nothing but"advance- 
ment of our Trade. But once this week 
thoſe Faitors ſent for will be here , and 
then matters will (in inſtanti) either off or 
0n, break or go through : Wherefore in 
reference to friends I deſire you will adviſe 
me what to do if you cannot or think it not 
conventent to come here, if you dolet a Let- 
ter precede, and if any ſtrange thing fall 
out this week or the next, 1 will again 
Poſt it towards you. T1 think when this 
and the next week is gone ( aud no news 
come from you) that I ſhall ſet forward be- 
ing ſtill ſo ready as that in twelve hours I 

can big Adien. ls 

The Whiggs are very low as well in City 
as Suburbs all Meetings being every Sunday 
beſet with Conitables to keep them out , aud 
what they get is ſtolen either evening or 
morning. This. Winter mot of the great 
Bankers and Goldſmiths in Lombard- 
ſtreet are broke and gone. The Bantam 
Fattory in the Indies ts taken by the Dutch, 
Confuſion Confuſion in Town and Conntry , 
ſuch as you never ſaw. . Mrs. Ward and 

ſeveral others deſire to be remembred to _ : 

J 
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» My endeared Reſpe&s to your ſelf and B 
. with the young Men arrived. This I have 
merit in: ſhort. and in haſt, expeding 4 line 
with as great haſt as you ſee is neeaful ; 
for matters are full as high as I tell you, 


Farewell. 


From your Friend and Seryant Jo. N. 


Be ſurethat you'direCt not for Bednal-Geeen, 
but for me at Mr. Meads in Stepney near London, 

- Directed on the back"thus; To Mr. Alexander 
Pringle to be left at Mr. Alexander Hope big 
Houſe in Fozr Glaſs Haven, in RE 

Fnele, 


—_— 


The Examination of fohn Nisbet of Ste 
ney #akez before John Tendring, Eſq; 


he was born in Northumberland;that he was bred 

a Scholar at Edenburgh irt Scotland, that he came 
from thence to London, that he was Uſher at Mr. Wal- 
eon's Scheol at Bednal-Green, that from thence he came 
to Mile-end, and there lived about a year in the Houſe of 
one Mr. Mathew Richardſon; and taught his Children. 
This Examinant faith further that he came down to 
Bradivel with Mr, Richard/on, and that being a Scholar 
he did intend to go beyond Seas into” Flandersy and pit 
humſclf into ſome Colledge. | 


This 


T* Examinant being duly Examined, doth ay that 


Rn — 


Copies of 'the Informations. T37 


This Examinant wholly denyed that he knew Mr. 
Richardſon to have any other Name. 


C aft; coram me 
Jo. Tendring, 


b . .- * * 
ks, I > CE J _—— $_ oe 


A Copy of Earleſtoun's Commiſſeon, 


Omnibus & ſingulis Religionem ve- 
re Reformatam Profitentibus ad 
quos przſentes pervenient. 


Un, Variz Anguſtiz, pertriftes per- 

ſecutiones, & opprobria noſtre ( hic 
in Scotia) Eccleſie, magna, ad _— 
Venere aures, nenti eft nobis in dubio : 
Dun, depreſſus, & quoad externa, Status 
devaſtatusz quo, pro Fide Sandis traditd, 
& noſtre Eccleſie privilegits & jure pec#- 
liari contendendo, redaFa eft, fere omnibus 
ſit notus : Quorum intuitus & conſtderatio 
una cum magna , de veſtri ( in nobis inte- 
tereſſe, ſpe concepta ) hunc Dom. Alexan-. 
drum Gordon de Earleſtoun Legatum #0- 
ſirum, vobis omnibus, Reipublice Ifraelitice 
; fantoribru 
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fautoribus, &+ benevolentibus mittere & de- 
mandare non ſine multa canſa, perſuaſit z 
cauſam, & Statum noſtrum malitioſe, ſubti- 
litate advarſariorum vobis repreſentatum, 
cognoſcentes qui, eo ipſo ut, nos, & quicquid 
a nobis aFtum, vobis reddant ridiculo; in 
male repreſentando, & Pſeudographias aGo- 
rum noftrorum diſpergendo , vigilantiſſimi 
ſunt : Duaſt progreſſus noſtri & principie 
Verbo Det ( ſupremo contraverſtarum judi- 
ci) & vere Proteſtantiſmo, eſſent contra- 
ria : Quum 0s, nec quicquid tencre, nec te- 
mere cupere, Verbo Dei ſcripto, & antiquis, 
Civilis,& Eccleſtaſtici Status, legibusz, &pri- 
fline reformationi contrarium, declaramucs, 
ſed cum onmia in eo fundentur, potizs ( Deo 
dante) aGiones noſtras ei reddere conformes 
cupimus. WPuapropier nos Proteſtantes, An- 
tieraſtiani, Antiprelatici, & Tirannide agi- 
rati, in Scotia Presbyteriani, huic noſtro 
legato, concedimus ei plenum conſenſum 
aſſenſum dantes fideliter, & vere, onmes ve- 
re Reformatos, ad quos perveniet, infor- 
matos reddere : Puod ſolummodo nos ipſos 
in via Domini puros ( Dei gratia ) quoad 
poſſumus ſervare, intentes ſumus © viam 
majorum , vere illuſtrium in noſira nobili 
reformatione propaganda in diverſis, cs, 
a Papiſmo, Prelatura, Cf Eraſtianiſmo gra- 
dibus, & v:ſtigiis inc:dere cnpims, _— 

£C 
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hec ſunt noſtrarum perſecutionum ( pro pre- 
ſenti ) capita & cauſe. Ad quorum. pleni- 
orem &* clariorem notitiam, hujus noſtri 
Legati relationi remittimus 5 Teſtimonio cu- 
jus, cum ſit in rebus noſiris, publicis decla- 
rationibus & matrtyrum Teltimoniis, ſat 
verſatus, ejuſdem nobiſcum judicii, &* ſub 
ziſdems perpeſſionibus fidem dare poteſtis. Hu- 
millime 7g1tur oramus & obſecramns ut re- 
lationi hujus noſtri Legati tanquam vere 
fides a wvobis detur, & ut nullizs narrati» 
oni, vel date vel que poſthac detur, de no- 
bis, principiis, & progreſſu noſtro ſicut verbo 
Dei, votis, juramentis, ei datis, & relatis 
oni hujus noſtri Legati, contrarie cum ſit 
tantum calumnioſe ab adverſariis data cre- 
datis, Quocirca., omnes ZLionis —_ 
oramms ; noſtrum ſtatum, quo reda@Gi ſumns, 
201 parvi facere, ſed ſcrio perpendere , Deus 
enim ones, ad ſympathiam vocat, & per- 
pendum eſt, omnes conjurationes & Adver- 
ſariorum conſultationes, in univerſam Eccle- 
ſtam eſſe deſtinatas : Et uno membro patient# 
toturm corpus cum eo compati debet. Datum 


Edinburgi decimo die Aprilis Anno Domi- 
zi milleſimo ſexcenteſimo ofuageſint ſecundo. 
Et ex noſtro mandato ſubſcriptum a Clerico 
Conventions noſtro ſic ſubſcribitur Jacobus 
Renwick, 


K The 


— 
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The Examinations of Gordon late of Earle- 
ſtoun tak-n before the Committee of 
Council, Jaly rhe 5th. 1683. 


In preſence of the Earls of Linlithgoe, 
Perth, Biſhop of Edinburgh and Re- 


gilter. 


Lexander Gordon of Earle;torm being Examined as 

gam by Order of the Council upon feveral Interro- 

gators ariſing from the Letter fent to him by Jo. N. Da- 
ted Lonion March the 20th. 1683. 

As to the Secrzcy to be taken of the Manthat 
was to ſtand in Nisbets place. That it was an ingage- 
ment of Secrecy and fome Queries to try if they agreed 
in Principles, 

Being Interrogat of che arconne of Matters written to 
him by Jo. at the deſire of Jo. N. Declares that it was 
a Lettter under the Metaphor of Marriage, and that by 
the Marriage he urderſtood a Riſing deſigned there. 

Being Interrogat what te Merchants being low and 
breaking did mean, Anfwers, That he thinks it means that 
their people, v.7. The Diflenters were breaking in their 
Stogks by Excommunications and other Courſes, and there» 
rd were refolving upon deſperate courfes ; which 
was Rihng in Arms. 

Being Iuterrogat what s meant by the ſaid Merchants, 
Anſwers, Some that lived at their caſe and quiet would not 
venture to Rife when they ſaw much danger. 

Being Interrogat what is meant by the Model of Affairs, 
that mould make them ventire, Anſwers, That they had 
ſhewn to Fo. N. a Model how they would 20 about their 
Afﬀairs in order to their Riſing. 

Being Interrogat ancnt the:r Reſolution to inſiſt on Ne- 
git,ver, and what wire the Goods that proved prejudicial 
to them form?rly, Anſwers, That the meaning was, they 
reſolved te agree in what they would put down, which 


—— 


—_— 


Copies of the Informations. 141 


—. 


he thinks was the whole Government, Civil and Ecclefi- 
aftick, but that they would not determine poſitively what 
they would ſet up. | 

Being Interrogat what was it that Jo. N. propoſed to 
them that they aſſented to,AnſwersHe thinks he had ſtated 
the grounds of the _—_C—_—_— to the preſent Govern- 
ment, and that they had aſſented to it. But declares that 
when Jo. N. was ſpeaking to him of theſe things he thought 
them of that nature that he ſhun'd diſcourſe upen them 
to receive Information concerning them, becauſe he had 
no mind to meddle with them, 

_ That by Critichs of the Trade, is underſtood the Scotch 
Fanaticks becauſe they are nice in aſſociating themſelves. 

That by the diſpatching of the old rotten ſtuff, he thinks 
it the diſpatching of the SeCtaries or the preſent Govern- 
ment, but rather thinks it was the laſt. 

That by the Broken ones which he was toſet up, is meant 
the Scotch Fanaticks to be belped by Contributions, and 
that by their e79ing their way and we ours, was meant, the 
Engliſh was for Riſing in Arms, but the Scotch Fanaticks 
were for delaying ſome time. 

That by thele called Treacherous Dealers, he thinks is 
meant both the Secretaries and the preſent Government, 
who had formerly broke their Government, but never 
heard theſe perſons named, 

That they being at a point to ſet forward, is meant 
their being ready for R OUS, 

That by Emiſſaries is meant perſons ſent out both in 
Scotland and Enyland from London to try the Peoples in- 
Clinations to a Riſing and to incite them to it ; and that 
theſe Merchants who adviſed Jo. N. to ſend for th: Decla- 
rant to come that way, were the Meetings of the Fana- 
ticks in Scotland. 

That by — the Trade he thinks is meant the 
Carrying on of the Riſing, 

By that part of the Letter which tells , Thar when the 
Fattors would return that matters would int inſtanti be of 
or on, That the meaning was that when theſe Faftors came 
in they expeCted Mony for buying of Arms and then they 
would inſtantly have Riſen, but that the Mony was not 
come in at that time when he did meet with Fo. N. 
That by the Strange thing that might have fallen out in 

| K 2 a 
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a Week or tto, he underſtands no other thing than the 
InſurreCtion intended. 

Declares that this Fo. N. was a perſon that paſt under 
the name of John Nisbet , an Engliſhman, and ſtayed at 
one Mr. Mead's in Stepney which Nzsbet was an Uſher of 


a School at Bednal-Green before. 


' That the cloſe of the Letter bearing that things were 

Fully *as high as I tell you, is meant the preſent intended 
Rebellion. 

That by the Capital Letter B, is meant one Mr. Brake 
a Miniſter in Lewarden in Frieſland, and the young Men, 
are ſome Students who are in Holland. 

Being Interrogat what he heard of the Earl of Argyle's 
concurring or aſſiſting m this Inſurretion, Anſwers, 
That he heard by report in Holland that Argyle had un- 
dertaken to Raiſe Ten thouſand Men to afliſt in that Re- 
bellion, and that he was to furniſh himſelf with Arms in 
Holland, and about the time of this report which he 
thinks was in December or January laſt, he heard Arg yle 
was in Holland but that he did not ſee him, and to the 
beſt of his memory Fo. N. alſo told him of the Earl of 
Arzyle's concurring in the Riſing, but remembers of no 
other perſon, 

Being Interrogat upon the l:ttle Letter from Stepney 
which he thinks was about the beginning of May, Dated 
Friday at Seven a Clock, That the Man whom he ſpeaks 
of, is Mr. Mead a Miniſter, and that by the words, what my 
Hands find to do, was meant Jo. N's. going to Hol/and 
and that the Declarant was to meet with Mr. Mead to 
let Jr, N, go. 

Further declares that J:hn Johnſton was one, who at 
other times paſt under the name of M:1ray who is alittle 
Man Pock-marked, and wears a PeriWig. S$zc Pritives: 

A. Gordon, Linlithoutr, Perth, 7% Edin urgen. Geo. 
Atecken:y, F. Drunimond. 


This 5 a trueCopy of the Orio1ngal Declaration and An- 
py © | 


fiwer m.:de ty Alexander Gordon {ate of Earleſtoun to the 


Titerragttors propoſed to him by the Commuttee of Counci!, 
winch is attetled By nz 
Will:wm Paterſon 
Cls. S$ti, Conc1i!y. 
The 
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A Copy of Alexander Gordon's Examina- 
tion, June 3o. 168 3. 


Ss: He faid Alexander being Interrogate what he knew 
of the Author of that Letter direCted to Alexander 
Pringle of the Date 20 of March laft, to be left at Alex- 
ander Hopes Houſe in Gloſi-haven, Roterdam, which: runs 
upon the Metaphor of Trade, anſwereth, That the Au- 
thor of that Letter ſeemeth to him to be one Fo. N:sbet, 
with whom he converſed a year ago at London, and or- 
dered the ſaid Alexander to direct his Letters to Bed1al- 
Green, and fince to Mr. Mead in Stepney near Lond, and 
that he the ſaid A/exander had written a Letter to this 
70. Nisvet, challenging him why he came not ſooner over 
to Holland as he had promiſed, dated about Fanuary laſt ; 
and that he received this Letter by the Metaphor of Trade 
in anſwer thereunto ; and that the *venturing ſpoke of in 
the Letter was to ſignify a Reſolution of a ſpeedy Riſing 
in Arms; and that the Fadors therein mentioned fignift- 
ed their Agents and Emiſſlaries who were ſent out into 
different corners both in Eng/and and Scotland to know the 
Pulſe of their Complices and Parties if they were in rea- 
dineſs to joyn and rife with them, and that they bronght 
back accounts of their willingneſs ſo to do, and readineſs 
for an Inſurrection, And as to the afliſtance they were 
to have from Scotland, he unde: ſtood it at his laſt coming 
here, and ſome Months before he came over in May laſt, 
he heard amongſt the Dutch People commonly reported 
that there was to be very ſhortly a Rifing in England, 
and that the Earl of Arzy'e was to furniſh trom Scor/and 
Ten thouſand Highland-Men for their afli{tance ; and that 
at his coming hither laſt he heard that there was a Perſon 
come from England to Sir John Cochran, alledging he 
cameabout the Aﬀair of Caro/ina, but that he had di(- 
covered himſelf to a Servant of the Lord Treaturers that 
he had come to Sc-c/.2:d upon other matters, and that the 
Letters fer Scut/and irom any Corcelpondents of the Par- 
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ty in which Earieſtoun was engaged was directed to Mr, 
Henry Emertſon written in Ed: urgh ; and that betore 
he came laſt hither in May, the meeting of theſe Phana- 
tical People had received a Letter from England ſubſcri- 
bed by one F,S. whom he takes to be one Myrray as he 
named himſelf to Earleftoun ( as the other foremention- 
ed perſon named himſelf Fo. N:sbet ) in which Letter 
there was the Metaphor of a Marriage anent which all 
things were agreed and the Marriage ready to be ſolem- 
nized which occaſioned their ſending for him the ſaid 
Alexander Gordon to have his Mind concerning that Afairz 
and they interpreting that Letter Signed by 7.S. from 
England to concern the ſerking of their affiſtance in their 
intended Riſing there, he did diſſwade them from it: and 
that by the Marriage they underſtood a Rifing to be in- 
tended in England ; and that it was ready to be ſolemni< 
zed, was to ſignify, that an InfurreCtion was to be very 
ſpeedily on foot 3 and declared that theſe with whom 
Earleſtoun converſed here declared that they believed that 
the Perſons who came from England to Sir Fo. Cockran 
were {ent to manage a Correſpondence in order to the dg- 
fign of Rifing in Arms. 
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The Relatiow of Alexander Gordon of 


Earleftoun of what he was informed of, 
and heard as followeth, 


Bout the time of the EleCtian of Rich and North, | 
heard that there were ſame deſigns of Rifing in 

Arms of ſome people in England, and in order there- 
to there was ſome Treating with my Lord Argyle, 
but not agreeing to the ternas my Lord left them, and I 
heard it ceaſed for ſome time and went over to Holland ; 
and when he was there, I was informed of the renewing 
of the Treaty, and agreed upon the following terms, v:7, 


That the Earl of Argyle ſhould raiſe Seven thouſand 
Men, and the Treators ( who as I was intormed were 
Engliſh-men ) were to advance the faid Earl Ten thou- 
ſand pcunds Sterling ; and this'was agreed to in April laſt. 


The perſons in En2/and were by Information the Duke 
of Monmouth, the Ear of Shaftsbury ; but after the ſaid 
Earls deceaſe I did not hear ſo much of the Duke of 
Monmouth, IT was alſo informed of Ford Lord Grey of 
Wark his being in the Deſign. 


I was alſo informed that thoſe concerned in Scor/and moit 
in the ſaid Defizn, were Sir John Cockran, Ferv:ſiwoed, $-{'+ 
nock Elder and Younger, and that Sir Fohn Cochran the 
one day kiſt His Majeſties Hands, the other day went to the 
Cabal anent the above-written Deſign. 


I was alio informed, That no ſmall number of the Gen- 
tlemen in the Weſt and other places in Scot/and upon their 
reſentment of the preſent Government, particularly as ta 
the Teſt and other Papers put to them, were not .refol- 
ved to ſtand to them althouga they ſhould take them, bug 
rife upon the firft occaſion, ? , 
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This Information I heard from Murray alias oy 
whoas I heard wasa Weſt Country-man in Scotland, who 
offered to take me along to their Cabals, but upon my re- 
fuſal to meddle in the defigns kept himſelf and told no 
more than thoſe generals. 


I met with Mead at one Mr. Cooks a Merchant living 
near the Exchange in Auftin-Fryers in London, but I do 
not mind what he ſpoke of the aforeſaid Deſign to me, 
but thinksnot, for 'I was a ſtranger to him, and not ac- 
quainted before that time; and this I ſubſcribe betore 
theſe Witneſſes, Sir William Hamilton of Preſtoun, Maſt 
John Vans Keeper of the Tolbooth of Edinburgh. F 


A Copy of th? Interrogators propoſed to 
Alexander Gordon ſomet ime of Earl- 
foun in the Committee, 25th of Sep- 
tember, 168 3, | 


I. O Interrogate the ſaid Alexander Gordon what 
| Correſpondence he did hold with the pretended 
General. Convention from whom he had his 
Commilition. And if he did not write a Letter to, and 
hold correſpondenc with them before he came laſt to 
Sc:t/ard, and upon what account he did write that Let- 
ter to the ſaid Convention which is mentioned in one Let- 
ter to him from one Mzichae! She:{'s, bearing that the Con- 
vention had reccived his Letter, ©c. And ifto- his know- 
ledge the ſaid pretended Convention General did not hold 
any exaCt Correſpondence, and Intelligence with' the difaf- 
fected Party and other their Adherents both in. England 
and in the United Provinces of the Nether/ands, and 
what the ſaid Correſpondence was, and if it was not to the 
weakning * and diminſhing if not to the ruining and 
"5,8 | * OVer- 
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overturning of His Majeſties Government bothin Church 
and State as it is now Eſtabliſhed within His Majeftics 
Dominions. 


2. Upon what account was he moved to accept of the 
faid Commiſſion and what other InftruQions he had from 
the ſaid pretended Convention General in order to the 
Methods he was to take for inviting the affiftance and 
ſupply of the Forreign States and Churches unto which he 
was Commiſſionate, and if he had not Inſtructions for im- 
ploring their Aid by Supply of Mony and other Neceſfaries 
tor fitting and capacitating the diſtreſſed Party in Scot 
land to overt and overturn, at leaſt to reſiſt His Maje- 
ſties Government in this Kingdom, 


23. Who were the Perſons whodid fit and affiſt in the ſaid 
Convention General when his Commiſſion was ordered,and 
who did prefide thereat. And that he would declare ſuch 
of the Members of the ſaid Convention as he either knew 
or heard of by their proper Names and Sir-Names and 
place of their Reſidence and from whom he received the 
foreſajd Commiſſion, and who were preſent at the delive- 
ry of the ſame to him, and what a perſon Mr. Fames Ren- 
vicle is who ſubſcribes as Clerk to the ſaid Commiſhon, 
and if that was his own true or only a borrowed Name: 
And if the ſame was borrowed that he would declare 
what his true Name is, and where his place of Refi- 
dence was, and if he knows What is become of him 
ſince, or where he now is, and to Interrogate him af- 
ter the ſame manner in relation to Michael Shells. 


4. If the ſaid General Convention was not compoſed 
of Perſons ſeiit from particular DiſtriCts within this King- 
dom and how many ſuch Diſtricts there were and who 
were the leading Perſons within theſe particular Diſtricts, 
and what ſort of Perſons they were who were Com- 
mifſionate from theſe reſerved Diftricts to the pre- 
tended General Convention. And what farther he knows 
in Relation to the Government and management of 
Afﬀairs within theſe particular Diſtricts, 
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. To ae te the ſaid Alexauger Gordon what Per- 
fo 0 be Koo th in Sctoland Engi4 Trio ar in the 
United Provinces of the Netherlands that did hold Cor- 
reſpondence with-the ſaid pretended Convention General 
in order to their aing and conſulting of their Affairs or 
concerting of Meaſuzes and Methods to be taken in thg 
Proſecution of their purpoſcs and deligns, ©&c. 


Interrog atoys to be put to the ſaid Alexan-» 
der Gordon zz Relation to the late Hor- 
Fid Conſpiracy. 


Mprimg, That the faid Alexander Gordon would inge- 
nuoufly declare the true and Genuine meaning and ſenſe 

of that Letter written to him by Jo. N. from London, aud 
would give a full and ſatisfactory Account thereof to the 
Lords of the Committee fuch as may ſatisfie rational and 
knowing Men conform to the meaning of the writer, who 
| was his Correſpondent, and who would never have writ 
to him in Riddles and Myſteries , ſeeing by the Letter it 
appears that he was informing Alexander Gordon with the 
State of thcir Aﬀairs, and with the meaſures and reſoluti- 
ons they had already taken. And therefore to interrogate 
him who this Correſpondent was who ſubſcribes Fo. N. and 
where he reſided, and what was his Trade and Occupation, 
and with whom elſe he the ſaid Alexander did know him 
to keep correſpondence, and how he became to be ac- 
quainted with him , and of that way and manner of writ- 
Ing under the Metaphor of Trade and Commerce, ©c, Had 
not be en conceived and agreed to betwixt the ſaid Alex- 
@nder and thefaid Fo. N. and their party before thereby to 
vail and diſguiſe their Rebellious contrivances , and who 
were preſent at the contriving of ſuch a Metaphorical way 
of Writing beſides the ſaid  Alexa;:der” and Fo. N. and if 
theſe and the like Methods were not a gomman Rule and 
Tn. praiſe 
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Practiſe of theſe Barbarous and execrable —_ for 3 


diſguiſing of their Horrid and Bloody deſigns a 
the Perſon of his Sacred Majeſty and Royal A. 
and for riſing in Arms againſt his Majeſty ayd bis Gy- 


vernment. 


2. What he knows in Relation to the faid Horrid Con- 
ſpiracy againſt His rt rn Perſon , and the Perſon of his 
Royal Brother, or of r in TE FEAU 
Gomntninr, and who were acceſſory Gar 4:1 Rnd 
Deſigns either in Scotland England helend ol any where 
chrond whither in the United Prayinces of nds 
or elſe where, and that he would giye an Lic hem 
in ſo far as he knows by their Nardie  Sir-Names 
of Reſidence, and ſuch other r deſigns 38 he knew then by, 
and likeways that he would give an Account of the parti- 
cular Deſigns Methods Gong treated HPO and 
concerted vary the riſing in Arms again the King and 
Government either in Scotland we or or Ireland, and by 


what Perſons the ſaid Treaties and Deſigns were carried on, 
2s to all which he would give a particular and diſtin ac- 
count to the Lords of the Committee. X 


3. To interrogate him anent the other Letter written to 
him under the Name of Mr. Pringle and what was the 
true meaning thereof and by whom the fame was written, 
and if the Trade therein ſpecified do not relate to the con- 
dition of the Fanatick and diſa Party , and what 
other import the ſaid Letter does bear, and from what 
place of the World the fame came. 
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A Copy of the Examination of Alexander 
as Gordon /ate of Earlftoun. 


Edingburgh, 25th of September 1683. 


The Earl of Lz:zlithgow. 
Lord Livingſton. 

Lord Prefident of Seffion. 
Lord Collintoun. 

Lord Caſt lehzl. 


Juſtices, 


The Lord Pitmedden. 
The Lord FHarcaſs. 


The Earl of Linlitheow eleted Pre- 
{ſident. 


time he met with that pretended Convention was 

near the Inner-Kirk of Kyle in the Fields about 

two years ago; and there were there about 
fourſcore perſons or thereby 3 and that he was brought 
there from his own Houſe by one Fo. Nybet, whom the 
Declarant knows not further than that he is a Weſt 
Country-man about Glaſgow ; and that Fo. Nybet is ano- 
ther Jo. Nxbet that wrote a Letter to him to Holand 
under the notion of Trade, relating to the Riſing and Re- 
bellion in England, And farther , That about a year and 
an 


T O the firſt InterroFator anſwers, That the firſt 


x 
1 


, 
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an half ago he met with another Convention conſifting 
of fourſcore perſons or thereby in the Fields within five 
Miles of the former place near Inner-Krk,'and that very 
few of them had Swords; to which Meeting he was ad- 
vertiſed to come by a Letter ſent to his Houſe ſubſcribed 
by Mr. James Kennick who is Clerk to the Convention 
and heard of no Miniſters being amongſt them at either 
of theſe times and ſays there were people there from all the 
Diſtricts in the ſeveral Shires of the Kingdom : which 
Diſtricts he was informed were fourſcore ; and that he 
knew none of the perſons in either of theſe Meetings ex- 
cept Mr. James Kennick the Clerk , the ſaid Fo. Nxbet 
who came from a Diſtrict beſides Glaſgow , and William 
and Fames Stewart who came out of Galloway , and Ro- 
bert Speir who came from the Lothians, and one 

Forreſt who came from the Upperward of 
Cluyd, and that at theſe general Meetings they produced 
their Commiſſions from the ſeveral Diſtricts to the Clerk 
that it might appear that they were commiſſionate to get 
relief for the diſtreſt in their bounds, that the Buſineſs of 
the Convention was to provide for thoſe amongſt them 
were jn want and for their own ſecurity againſt the dan- 
gers they were in, being denounced Fugitives from the 
Laws and in hazard to be catcht by the Governors ; and 
that he heard nothing treated or ſpoke amongſt them as 
to riſing in Arms, nor knows of any Correſpondence theſe 
of the Convention had with any in Ireland ; and as to 
England he ſuppoſes there was a Correſpondence there , 
but knows not theſe that managed it , except the ſaid 
70. Nxbet , he having ſhewn the Declarant a Letter he 
had from Michael Sheills one of the Clerks of the Con- 
vention , Which he ſaw in the end of March or beginning 
of April laſt. 


To the ſecond Interrogator, the Reaſon why he ac- 
cepted of the Commithon produced, declares, He accepted 
it upon the account to ſee if there could be a way found 
tor the diſtreſt Brethren to go abroad , or to have ſome- 
thing from abroad to maintain them there. 


To the third Interrogator declares, He remembers no 
more perſons were preſent but theſe condeſcended upon = 
| the 


-_ 
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the firf# oy” a Whith he (ys was 6ccafioned by 

- btinng ſo long abtoad ; aid alftiobgh upori fee- 

& _ n" eu. knw feverat of ther , uy 
Ci 


5 nof the plices of their R 
-— 

T6 the fourth decfires ; The fintt | axis Coty rept = og 
vere of p&rfons "Far froth & ie ſeveral Di 


of Eo ere were af he heard about fourfcore in foMm- 
Wer, in which fourfcore Diffricts Ke Was told there would 
have bKer fix - | ns _—_ Men, peg knows not of atiy 


Comin it eating. Men' atnonigt them. As to the 
Cotfmni it Was 


ferit Rt to' News Pre by a common 

knoWs fot , & to him at his 

PIE ms Aoi of _ Pine i in the G4teſide in News 

Fe md fly Georpe Matſhal a publick 

neg hg to' Biny ntider the Natne of Ls 

beirig the Nanit Ke weiit by, and that the farnie 

Ta rider 4 * of Javits Kennich their Clerk who ſub- 
ſcribed it. 


To the laff —_— repeats his Ariſwer made to the 
fM Interrogtor, and Kriows no further. 


Bring forther interrogate upon the Interrogators given 
itt anent the Conſpiracy in —_— declares, That the 


fi{t fime he how þ of any Defign of rifing in Arms was at 
the time whe? the Competition was anent the Sheriffs at 
Midſimmer was a year ; and then he heard the Duke of 
Monmouth was to Head the Rebels ; and this he had from 
Fo. Nuber, and one Mr. M::Tray xScotch-man then at Lon- 
don ; and declares, That in January laſt the Declarant be- 
ing in Holland he heard by general report that the late Earl 
of Argyle was to raiſe ſome thouſand Highlanders to affiſt 
the Rebels in E: 'wiand by making a diverſion and was 
to get a Snm of Mony for that effect ; and that in March 
laſt he having received a Letter from 7. Nzbet in Holland, 
he came over to London, where he met with the ſaid Nisbet 
and Murray, whb told the Declarant they defigned to riſe 
preſently in Eng/and and to Rendezyous in Six or Seven 
places at one tune , particularly at Covenrry and London, 
and that they computed fercral Thonfands' in —_— 
» 
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who were to joyn with them. That Murray deffrect thi 
Declarant to go along with him to meet with the hte Eord 
Ruſſel and Grey and the Lord Wharton ( but of Whateoy 
they ſaid they were not very fure_of hirtr being a feare 
Man) and with Mr. Ferguſon and ſpoke of feverat ol Of- 
ficers of Cromwels that were to be there, bot the Dicts- 
rant not being for the preſent Riſmg ſharin'd to ricet with 
theſe Perſons or any of them, and bath Ngber and Mit- 
ray told the Declarant that Sir Fohn Coekran was with 
them and heard from theſe Two Perſons that both the 
Ceſſnocks were concerned ia that Buſineſs. As to the Let- 
ter writteri by 70. N. of the zoth of March and directed for 
the Declarant at Rotterdam Declares that Fo. Nybet ſent the 
ſaid Letter, and that under the Metaphor of Trade through 
out the whole Letter is meant the defigtt of Riffg in 
Arms and a Rebellion, and that by the Words (di/#«rch- 
ing the old rotten ſtuff ) is meant either the excluding-the 
Sedtarics from j -with.thert! or deſtroying the Go- 
vernment both Civil and Ecclefraſtick, which lat the De- 
clarant ſuppoſes rather to be the Words, and that by the 
FaCtors are meant their Emiſfaries for carrying off the Re- 
bellion ; and for that ſtrange thing that was to fall out that 
Week or the next the Declarant thinks is meant the ſudden 
Muſter of the Rebels. In the cloſe of the Letter yr 
things are full as high as I tell you, is meant that the 
Rebellio was inſtantly to break ont , ant hivirig met 
with Jo. Nzbet after his coming from Holland, the ſaid 
Nybet explained ts him that the ſenſe of the faid Letter 
was as is aboveſaid. 


As toa Letter dire&t to the Declarant under the Nam# 
of Prinple of the 2d of May r683, declares, That the Name 
of the {ubſcriber which is blotted out was fo blotted before 
ft came to his Hand, but by the Contents of it he knows 
it's from one Rob. Fobnſton a Tenant or Vaſfal to the Lord 
Grey on the border , and that the Traders and Tradin 
there ſpoke of is the defigned Rebellion , and that the faid 
Robert Johnſton offered to come to Scotland with the De- 
clarant to have ſeen ſome of our diſaffected People here ; 
and to have met with them. And that 4.7. mentioned 
in the faid Letter, which the Letter ſays /aboured to under- 
value the diſaffetted party in Scotland, which he calls your 
s, 


—_ 
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Goods , is the Name of Andrew Toung who' ſtays about 
Newcaſtle whom he ſuppoſes to be a ſuſpect Perſon be- 
canſe he was feared that Colonel Struthers would appre- 
hend him. And'that he ſuppoſes the way that that Letter 
came to his Hand was from ſome Perſons that were at a 
Meeting at M:d/ummer about that time , where was pre- 
ſent ſeveral of thoſe people that. hal Commiſiion from 
the ſeveral Diſtricts , but that he himſelf was not at that 
Meeting. 


Examination of Mr. Steil and Andrew 
Oliver anext My. Aaron Smith's coming 


to Scotland and his going to Sir To. 
Cockran's Houſe at Ochiltree. Eden- 


burgh 117th of December, 1683. 


R. Thomas Steil in Fedwart-ForeF declares, That in 
February laſt, an Engliſh Gentleman coming to 
Fedwart being recommended to the Declarant by one Da- 
vid Sheriff Stabler in Newcaſtle , only that he might di- 
rect him to Ochiltree, ſpoke to him of Carolina Bu- 
fineſs anent which he was to tranſact with Sir Fohn Cock- 
ran; and that the Declarant got him one Anarew Oliver 
is-Jedwart-Foreſt for hire to be his guide to Douglas, and 
that the- ſaid Ol;ver went with him from that to Sir 
John Cockran's, and declares he knew not his name and 
had no knowledge of him,” but that he* was called when 
he was at Fedwart, Clerk , but afterwards heard he was 
called Smith, | | 


Andrew Oliver in Barwich Tenant to the Marquifs of 
Douglas being Examined declares, A little before Secd-time 
laſt the Declarant met with Mr. Thomas Steril at Linalie the 
Marquiſs's Houſe, of purpoſe to bring home his Wifefrom 
Douglas 
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Douglas wy Fedburgh-Foreſt , and the Declarant being up- 
on is way and coming to Provoſt _— Minot _ 
and there being a Stranger an 1 
rey te Hei to torke Wi, th 666 Ne. Thu 

Ste:l having told the Deponent was A er w 
knew ney mode and would be defirous of his company, 
having called for the Stranger in the 
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Edenburgh , Sederunt and TFournals of 
Council, 20 of Dec. 1683. 


R. Thomas Steil Chamberlain to the Marquiſs of 
Douglas, being Priſoner as alledged , Entertaining 
and Correſponding with Aaron Smith when he was in Scot- 
land, and providing him a Guide to Sir Fohn Cockran's 
Houſe of Ochiltrce, who being Examin'd with the faid 
Guide, and all that appears is, That the faid Aaron Smith, 
under the name of C/ark, was Recommended by one David 
Sheriff, Innkeeper and Stabler of Newcaſile, to Ster!, as be- 
ing his Acquaintance when he came to Fedburgh, to help 
him to one that ſhould guide him the way being a Stran- 
ger, without any ſuſpition or knowledge of his being a per- 
ſon guilty of any Crime or evil Deſign. The Lords upon 
ccnfideration of the Bill appoint a Letter to be written tv 
the Secretaries to cauſe Examine Aaron Smith upon the 
time of his coming to Jedburgh, and what paſt betwixt him 
and Szc:z{ and any other Interrogator proper, ſeeing it's 
ſaid that the ſaid Aaron Smith denied he was ever in 
Scotland ; and that another Letter be written to the Mayor 
of Nemwc-:ſtle to Examine the Innkeeper ; and in the mean 
time allows Stczl to be liberat on Caution to appear when 
Called, under the penalty of 2000 Marks; and that he ſhall 
not go off the Country without Licence, to prevent any 
praCtizing with the Innkeeper. 
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Alexander Gordon of Earlſton, his De- 
poſition before a Committee of His Ma« 

| Jeſties Privy Council, and two of the. 
Juſtices, Edengburgh the 25th of 
September, 1653. - 


Lexander Gordon being further interrogate upon the 
Interogators given in anent the Conſpiracy in Eng- 
land, declares, That the firſt time he heard of any Deſign 
of Riſing in Arms, was at the time when the competition 
was anent the Sheriffs at M:4/;9mer was a year, and then 
he heard the Duke of Mcnmouth was to head the Rebels; 
and this he had from John Nyxbet , and one Mr: Murray a 
Scotch-man then at London, and declares, That in January 
laft the Declarant being in Holand, he heard by general 
report that the late Earl of Arpy/e was to raiſe ſome thous 
ſands of Highlanders to affift the Rebels in England by 
making a diverſion, and was to get a ſum of Mony for that 
effect ; and that in March laſt he having received a Letter 
in Holland from J:hn Nxb:t then in London; he came over 
to Londen, where he met with the ſaid Nzbet and Murray, 
who told the Declarant, they deſigned to riſe preſently in 
England, and to Rendezvous in fix or ſeven places at one 
time, particularly at Coventry and London ; and that they 
computed ſeveral thouſands in 7orkſhire who were to joyn 
with them ; That Murray deſired the Declarant togo alo 
with him to meet with the late Lords Ruſſe! and Grey, an 
the Lord Wharton , (but of Wharton they ſaid they were 
not vecy ſure, being a feartnl man) and with Mr. Ferguſon, 
and ſpoke of ſeveral old Officers of Cromwels that were to 
be there, but the Declarant not being for the preſent Riſing, 
ſhunned to meet with theſe perſons, or any of them ; and 
both Nxbrt and Murray told the Declarant, that Sir John 
Cockran was with them, and heard from theſe two perſotis, 
that both the Ceſſnogks were concerned in that Buſineſs, 
As to the Letter written by F-. 1V. of thz 2oth of March , 
and directcd tor the Declarant at R-e:crdam, declares that 
L 2 Tohn 
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Jn Nzbet wrote the ſaid Letter, and that under the 
Metaphor of Trade throughout the whole Letter, 1s mean- 
ed the deſign of Riſing in Arms and a Rebellion ; and that 
by the words D:ſpatching the old rotten ſtuff, is meaned ei- 
ther the excluding the SeCtaries trom joyning with them, 
or deſtroying the Government, both Civil and Ecclehiaſti- 
cal, which laft the Declarant ſuppoſes rather to be the 
meaning of the words ; and that by the Factors are mean- 
ed their Mniſſaries for carrying on the Rebellion ; And for 
that ſtrange thing that was to fall out that Week or the 
next, the Declarant thinks is meaned the ſudden muſter of 
the Rebels; In the cloſe of the Letter which fays , Things 
are full as high as T tell yort, is meaned that the Rebellion 
was inſtantly to break out 3 And having met with John 
N+svet after his coming from Holland, the (aid Nzsbet ex- 
plained to him that the Sence of the faid Letter was as is 
aboveſaid. 

As to the little Letter directed to the Declarant under 
the name of Pringle, of the ſecond of May, 1683. de- 
clares that the name of the Subſcriber, which is blotted out, 
was (o blotted before it came to his hand ; but by the Con- 
tents of it, he knows it is from one Robert Fobnſtoun, a Te- 
nant or Vaſlal to the Lord Grey on the Border; and that 
the Trades and Trading there ſpoke of, is the deſigned 
Rebellion ; and that the ſaid Robert Fohnſtorm offered to 
come into Scotland with the Declarant, to have ſeen ſome 
of our difaftected people here, and to have met with them ; 
and taat A.7. mentioned in the ſaid Letter, which the Let- 
ter ſays /aboured to undervalue the diſaffetted party in Scot- 
land, which he calls your Goods, is the name of Andrew 
Young, Who ſtays about Nemwcaſt/:, whom he ſuppoſes to be 
a fuſpected perſon, becauſe he was afraid Colonel Seruthers 
would apprehend him: And that he ſuppoſes the way that 
that Letter came to his hand, was from ſome perſon that was 
at a Meeting at Tweeds-Mocr about that time, where were 
preſent ſeveral of theſe people that had Commitſion from the 
ſeveral Diſtricts, but he himſelf was not at that Meeting. Sc 
ſfubſcribitur. 


Lizlithgow 1.P. C. 
Alex. Gordon. 


Here 
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Here follows the Letter Signgd Jo. VN, 
which was found upon Eur//tons. 


SIR, 
N Saturday [1ſt I had the vecafion of ſeeins a Let» 
A ter from you, direRted for Mys. Gaunt, in mho'e ab- 
fence Mrs, Ward bad received it, at the reading of which I 
tas 1't alittle tronbled, confiderins my full Refolnt ior:s ſig- 
mified to you in my laſt ; for fetuaring f which I bad 
ſpoke for Paſſage and taken my farewel of Mother Gavnt, 
going into the Country : And that very Week I wy 
fet upm by that Gentleman with whom I ſtay, and Jo, 
Tohnſtoun with ſome others to ſtay but a Month, and if 
that did not accompliſh ſomewhat in hand to help Trading, 
then T ſhould be no longer detained. After I was prevailed 
to retraft ſo far, T ordered Jo. who had time at command, 
eo give you an ample account of matters; and witha! Jo, 
was defired by our Friends from Scotland to ſtand here in my 
place, the like eng:gements of Secrecy, &c, being taken, and 
thereupon I ordered him to ſhew you the grounds of my ſtay- 
irg, and to d:ſire if you inclined to cro's the Water, to come 
thu my, but fince many are the confuſed, yea troub ed 
thorghts that have poſſeſſed me for yieldirg, concernis g whicl , 
as i my yie/ding to it, take the ſubſequent account. + © 
In my laſt, or t precedent to it, I ſhewed you that Tra- 
ding mas very low here, and many breaking, which his 
es. | the Merchants ( ſuch as they are ) to think that def- 
rate Diſeaſes muſt have deſperate Cures: and while they 
ave ſome Stock, it will be better to venture out, than to 
heep Shop and fit ſtill till all be go”; and then they ſhall 
mot be able to aft, but let all go : Which reſo!ution I thought 
a thing not to confide in, fecrng the moſt of them are Fie- 
fide Merchants, and love not to venture where Storms 
ar: any thing” adparent. But about my departivy they 
ſhewed the Model of Affairs in ſuch order, that T jee vei;- 
fure they mh and venture they will ; rnwaros, on 
firſt d how our Trade would be carried on. Anſwer, 
bY E " 1 
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They knew well what Goods had proved moſt prejudicial to 
the Trade, and therefore they thought to infiſt upom Neg a- 
tives, in which whatever I propoſed is aſſented to, as IT 
find ; and thus they thought beſt to ſtill ſome Critichs in 
the Trade : And by ths means firſt to endeavour the diſ- 
por the old rotten Stuff before they order what to bring 
ome next. "Thy lookt ſomewhat ſtrange to me, bur when T 
conſider all circumflances, I think they ror themſelves do beſt 
init: For our Merchants I made account only to have had 
ſome Stock for to ſet the broken ones up ag.in, and ſo bid 
them here farewel, and they to try their way and we ours, 
Since they think fie that ſome of theſe whom we have 
found ( as you will ſay when you hear them named ) trea- 
cherous dealers in our Trade, conſulted, and accordingly have 
done : Whereupon I fear, or rather hope that our Merchants, 
though broke , will rather deſire to lrve a while longer as they 
arethan joyn with ſuch, &c. to advance the Trade ; unleſs ſu- 
rer grounds of thezr fide'ity be gotten,than x, or can be expedt- 
ed, and this is the bottom of all my ſorrow. But to proceed, 
find ( if all hold that i intended ) that;they think it s almo 
at a point to ſet forward, if they had their FaCtors home, who 
are gone to try how the Country will like ſuch Goods, as 
they are fer, or againſt the making ſale of. Friends, T 
mean Merchants, wrete to me, that after T had ſpoten to 
you, poſſibly you might come this way, the better therevy tg 
cdviſe them what to doin this caſe, for I have fenified 
ſomewhat of it to them, but not fo-far as this: becauſe I 
thought to have ſeen you long e'r this time.But T hope you will 
net miſconſtrutt of my ſtaying, ſeeing in it T deſigned ne- 
#hjng but advancement of our Trade 3 but once this week 
thſe Faftors-ſent for will be here, and then matters will 
in inſtanti, e:ther of or one, break, or go thorow. Where- 
*Neta, fore in reference to Friends, I deſire you mill adviſe me 
That this git to dr, if you cannt, or think it not convenient t0 
_— His come here ; if you do, let a Letter precede 3 and if any 
ney = fir ins h:s * Week / ll a- 
was expect. {trange thing fall out th:s * Week or the next I will a 
ed from gain poſ? it towards vou; I think when this and the next Week 
1g rs gone ( and no News comes from you ) that I ſhall ſet for 
p _ ig ward, being fell! ſo ready, as that in Tivelve hours T can 
days ſooner 974 4dien : The Whiggs are very low as well in City as mm 
by reaſon ggtbe Suburbs, all Meetings being every Sunday beſet with 
$26 Fire. . Conſtables to keep them out, and what they get jan, 
men IP 0 | þ 2 ' either 
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either at Evening or Morning. This Winter many of the 
reat Bankers and Goldſmiths in Lombard-ſtreet are bro- 
en and gone : The Bantam Fattory in the Indies 5 taken 
bythe Dutch, :Confuſion, Confuſion 17 Town and Country, 
ſuch as you never ſaw. Mrs. Ward and ſeveral others defire 
to be remembred to you, My endeared Reſpets to your ſelf 
axd B. with the young men arrived. Thas I have writ in 


ſhort, and in haſt, expeting a Line with as great haſt as 


you ſee xs needful, for Matters are full as high as I tell you. 
Farewel, 


From your Friend and Servant, while 


London, March 206 
49% Jo. NN. 


Poſtſcript, Be ſure that youdireCt not for Bednal-green; 
but for me at Mr. Mead's in Stepney near London. 
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A Letter as it was written with Arg yt"s 
own Hand, which was addrefled to 
Major H»/ms, and marked Number 3. 
June 21. 


Hough I cannot by thu Poſt ſend you a full account of 
your Aﬀairs, yet I ſend you as much as may make = 
take meaſures what Bills to draw upon me, which 

T hope you will fully underſtand by Mr. Bs. help ; the whole 


account amounted to ſeveral Pages ; but I only grve you one 
co total, as ſufficient. 


I gone ſo I and refuſe object firſt you time much is way 
the our would of altogether concerned do upon abſolute. 
ly do to-do effeCtually as that it be to is at all be 3357- 
$9424244575769 Mony 36 47575657 of and to 692» 
247 36535657 and they have is at be that no fome 
their 2345535958, &©c. 50000 4548464758 part as a- 
gainſt tke but concurrence from be leſs nor like place and 
Intereſt is ſmall and power againſt need do bring which 
Bzrch that cannot time are out upon an 324753235657 
to 56444256594858444367 projected meat very may 
little done the been Purſe I to ſhall my lifts I to great 
venture they proſpect provided have can willing God gi- 
ven conference week Brown I of things ſaid ſome the now 
their my head guard mention 32434467574$465257 
things which to your hope ſome ago as over ſome if da 
ſpoke for of know and encouragement confer have and 


felf be order reſolve and to reckon all and undertake ho- 


neſt or was far be Shooes undertaking many of to for pur- 
chaſe was as is the a poſiibly us of by force it tho fo 
hqw the ecedit for time Birchand ſome greateſt them con- 
cerned will for and to and 404843 ftation good may only 
the if more will if ſhould expect tollerably ſtanding and 
by and neceflar the the more the hazarded to it 8 and 
think urge ſo neceſfar I the- that fo affairs have buſineſs ve- 
ry I poflible of I ſend here againft my till what little upon- 
know not which mony 2540574$575840524244 I fer- 
vice 
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vice any What ſhall reſolve thee at did leaſt 
thought and far if buſineſsreckoned for ſtill the the:e F or 
ftuck you upon mony by firſt ſun if then Bills 26 4356- 
40465359 52 57594 55356424457 well that 3841 4440- 
$$51595058458594357 need tronble ſomething very 4 
frighten the probably not 2000 the tho the! once for' and 
$75942 4244575735 will 4057 5748575840524244 
and to mony could fooliſh Brown many the not to Goitls 
Brand befides ftay Fob ſeat yet to propoſed 322240565 1- 
$7 adeal the things as all once leſs any drink- well on know 
] as pay whether never the received to any calculate about 
to that that the' ſuch with you I other I 1 for confiders 
ble be particular add I are of leſt I but all- kave it Ene- 
mies to cannot to Friends made' part I writ wiſh may be 
ſervice Mr. an whole there conſider perſons it when know- 
ing any and payments to I it low ſhall little little meaning 


Intelligence thing out had which Tents uſual whole with 


6731 514$53048584840 and by the more of if but the 
that bletfing raiſe a 54365358445758405258 47 53565- 
744 can Virgins ſupply to call 485650405243 not keep 
imaginable tho them 4853485244 ing many number 
25 47 3363733 only at ſtanding a 515950 58485859- 
43 ble with more can them Countrey 425- 
351514052434443 in and there 40565157 it was Weeks 
half I ſo' to at 600 think needs preciſe I the the it a with- 
in- what requiſite not Sum truly this gronnds to'fay Mr, 


thing not know they as hath the grounds occafhoned I they- 


both do is Red only let I diftance in I half in I the little 
would 4057485758405242 firſt ſhall number very 1000 
and the confider ſmall confeſs them work propoſed pleaſed 
cannot are 2000 Brand it 5444$3345c44 the be' 40565- 
157 then be 4044440564852464604584744564443 lit- 
tic 4353564244575758445650485244 have the but it 
will 455356574457 and as we yet together only it for 
buy it conſider unploy better intereſt fmall ſo to ſome 


47535657 a future the to total the abſslute of and de- 


and Waggons are but of propoſed or and becauſe 
what add as out meddle touch of I knowing Merchant 
there it that what is. 40454043564440584451 5458 Red 
I not but I of apelt of vp Lead as be that ſhould 
a i8:in conſiderable put I done this all have by the not to 
had' before able will I if and a they have will is for 57 53- 
5043 


_ 
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504348535936 ſhall neceſfars the or of if is is they very 
incident for the dayly not Cloaths, neceſlar to thexe the 
neceſſar beft of the 60405639 events little to hope 564- 
4564457 many Sum were. for ſo in we them more will 
in-and it had any many yet be may all 514850485- 


84840 and will it without and not but more got triple on. 


is very 45535959 now be God and but is what a if odds 
it as near named not bruſh of not leſs power propoſed an 
of thought my and go you in or reſolved fo I intend hear 
them our 45564844524357 to neither to will much till 
any the know on in propoſition could what other I of 
could be the and be . but that eafie were I all differ was 
abſolutely ſoon more to ſent above at well right foot their 
together Proviſions the ſuddenly that 404258485352 
will take will of the be unwilling the will can at is get 
Brand not 40565157 no ſhould the much their not and 
men theare be while do to advantage the husbanding for 
number is be for 5747534457 only to whole Proviſions 
Charges good can to I I my meddle Mony as freely 
for the and:be eftates do project all after ſee be I it 
ſuch you all 47535657 the yet I diſtance to dare them 


direction Gods hands in on not prevent and have ſome. 
help may from a a be pray very II Neceflars and that. 


to a occaſion prices the ſubmit they but not own had 
made be do men ſome of Sum be neceſfar 47535657 
ſuch beſtowed nothing they one it Mony of Brand not 
to fent engaged whole with a concerned own Mony 
next prove Mony far then but ſome impoſlible firſt 
be be moſt to of 4744564858535657 20000 to up do 
tho there done cafe and yet number without hard ap- 
pointed leſt 1200 ls give will after neceflar propoſed 
as ſhould leave hard had number I peremptor I 67334- 
7535657 ſtood poſſibly thoſe thought juncture I do 
mention this as as mean other I as neither give know 
ofter have. Adieu 


Gil, Yo 
The total Sum 1s I28———--3, 


which will be payed to you by Mr. B, 
" Follows 


A 
*7 
w» 
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o 
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$ Follows in plain Writing on the back of 
+ 
4 the Letter, 


T have found tio of the Books T wrote to My. B. were 
loſt, T believe he hath the Blew one ; we have re- 

' ceived his Letter : I have nothing more to ſay to 
him at preſent; IT hope he knows how to write to 
me, underſtands my Addreſs, and to inſtru# 
you ; if he do nat, I have loſt Six _ work, 
Adieu, 


"NE. A 


< ———  —— — — 
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The Decypher of the ſaid Letter as it was 


done in Enylend,. 


June 31. 


» 


your Afﬀaits, yet I ſend you as much as May 

you take meaſures what Bills to draw upon me, whic 
T hope you will fully underſtand by Mr. B's help ; the whole 
account amounted to ſeveral Pages ; but I only groe you one to 
total as ſufficient. | 

I gone fo I and refuſe object firſt you time much is way 

the our would of altogether concerned do upon abſolutely des 
to do effeCtually as that it be to is at all be 33 ſucceſs 6g 
Mony 36 Horſe of and to 69 2 H 36 orſe and they have 
at be that no ſome there 23 Foot &c. 5oooo fight part 
- as againſt the but concurrence from be leſs nor like place 
and intereſt is ſmall and power againft need do bring which 
Birch that cannot time are out upon an 32 Ho 23 re to 
recruited projected Meat very may little done the been 
purſe I to ſhall my liſts 1 to great venture they proſpect pro- 
vided have can willing God given conference weck Brown 
I of things ſaid fome the now there my Head guard men- 
tion 32 de 67 ſigns things which to your hope ſome ago 
as over ſome if do ſpoke for of know and encouragement 
confer have and elf be order reſolve and to reckoning all 
and undertake honeſt or was far be Shoes u! ing 
many of to for purchaſe was as is the a poflibly us of by 
force it tho ſo how the credit for time Birch and ſome 
greateſt then) concerned will for and to and «:d ftation 
good may only the if more will if ſhould expect tollera- 
bly ſtanding and by and neceffar the the more the ha 
to it 8 and think urge ſo neceſffarT the that fo affairs have 
buſineſs very I poſſible of I fend hearagainſt my till what 
little upon know not which Mony 25 Aſſiſtance I ſervice 
any what ſhall reſolve the at did ! ually thought 
dna 


Sir 
f ie= 2 I cannet by this Poſt ſend you <full econ of 


- y < >. 6K 
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and far if buſineſs reckoned for till the there I or fuck 
you upon Mony by firſt Sym if then Bills 20 Dragoom 69 
Forces well that 38 bear Mult:tydes need trouble ſorne- 
thing very a frighten the probably not 2600 the tho the 
once for and ſucceſs 35 will aſſiſtance and to Mony could 
fooliſh Brown many the not to Gods Brand beſides ft; 
Job ſeat yet to propoſed 32 22 4rms a deal the things 
all once leſs any drink well on know I as pay whether 
the received to any calculate about to that that the 
with you I gther I I for conſiderable be particular 
are of leſt I but all have it Enemies to cannot to a 
count to Friends made I write with mm 

Mr. ap whole there der perſons it w 
and payment to I it low ſhall little little 
gence thing out had which Tents uſbal w 
—_——_— wok ddl 
a Proteſtant e can Virgins y to It 
keep imaginable tho them jon ending many ; 
Horſe onely at ſtanding a multitude firit confiderahle with 
more can them Countrey commanded in and there 4rms 
it was Weeks half I ſo tg at 690 think needs precife I the 
the it a within what requifite not ſum truly this 

to ſay Mr. thing nor know they A OE 
fioned I they both do is Red only let I diſtance in I half in 
I thelittle would aſi? ance firſt ſhall number very 1 
the conſider ſmall confeſs then work propoſed 
not are 2000 Brand it people the be Arms 
#ng gathered little Forces Sterling have the but it will Forces 
and as we yet together only it for buy it confider implo 
better intereſt ſmall ſo to ſome Horſe a future the to to- 
tal the abſolute of and deſign'd and Waggons are but of 
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a is in conſiderable put I done this all have by the not to 
had before able will I if and a they have will is for Sould:er 
ſhall neceſſars the or of if is is they very incident for the 
daily not Cloathes neceffar to their the neceſfſar beſt of the 
War 39 events little to hope repre/s many ſum were for ſo 
in we them more will in and it had any many yet be may 
all M:{:t:a and will it without and not but more got triple 
on is very Foot now be God and but is what a if odds it as 


: 


——_— — 


168 Copies of the Informations. 


—— 
—_ . 


near named not Bruſh of not leſs power propoſed an of 
thought rmy and go you in or reſolved fo I intend hear 
them our fr:ends to neither to will much till any the know 
on in propoſition could what other I of could be the and 
be but that eafie were I all differ was abſolutely ſoon more 
to ſent above at well right Foot their together proviſions 
the ſuddenly that att;or will take will of the be unwilling 
the will can at is get Brand tot Arms no ſhould the much 
there not and Men the are be while do to advantage the 
Husbanding for number is be for Shoes only to whole pro- 
viſions charges good can I I my meddle Mony as freely for 
the an be Eſtates do project all after ſee be I it ſuch you 
all Horſe the yet I diſtance to dar them direction Gods hands 
in on not prevent and have ſome help may from a a be 
pray very I I neceffars and that to a occaſion prices the 
ſubmit they but not own had made be do men ſome of ſum 
be neceſſar Horſe ſuch beſtowed nothing they one it Mony 
of Brand not to ſent engaged whole with a concerned own 
Mony next prove Mony far then but ſome impoſlible firſt 
be be moſt to of Heretors 20000 to up do tho there done 
caſe and yet number without hard appointed leaſt r200 like 
give Will after neceſſar propoſed as ſhould leave hard had 
number I peremptor I 67 33 Horſe ſtood poſſibly thoſe 
thought Juncture I do mention this as as mean other I as 
neithey, give know offer have. Adzen. 
1 Gil, $4. 
The total Sum is 128--—$ 
which will be paid to you 
by Mr. B. 


Written in plain ſence on the back of the Letter, 


T have found two of the Books I wrote to Mr. B. were 
loſt, I believe he hath the Blew one : we have re- 
ceived his Letter. I havenothing more to ſay to him 
at preſent : I hope he knows how to write to me,and 
underftands my Addreſs, and to inftruct you, if he de 
not I have loſt x hours werk. Ade, 


The 


Rs 
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T he Copy of the ſaid Letter as it was given 
in by Mr. Spence, according to the plain 
Sence thereof, without the Preface or 
Poſtſcript, being ſet down already with 

the Cypher and Decypher. 


know not the Grounds onr Friends have gone upon 
which hath occaſioned them to offer ſo little Mony 
as I hear, neither know I what affiitance they intend to 
give ; and till I know both I will neither refuſe my ſer- 


vice, nor do ſo much as object againſt any thing is reſol- # 
ved, till I firſt hear what Mr. * Red, or any other you = 


ſend, ſhall ſay ; only in the mean time I reſolve to let 
you know as much of the Grounds I go on, as is poſ- 
ſible at this diſtance, and in this way. I did truly in my 
Propoſition mention the very leaſt Sum I thought could 
do our Bufine(s effeCtually, not half of what I would have 
thought requiſite in an other JunEture of Afﬀairs; and 
what I propoſed I thought altogether fo far within the 
power of thoſe concerned, that if a little leſs could*poſ- 
fibly do the Buſineſs, it would not be ftood upon: Irec- 
koned the affiſtance of the Horſe abſolutely neceſfary for 
the firſt Bruſh, and I do fo ftill : I ſhall not be peremp- 
tory to urge the preciſe number named, but I do think 
there needs very near that number effeCtually ; and I 
think a 1000 as ecaſie had as 8 or 600, and it were hard 
that it ſtuck at the odds: I leaye it to you to conſider 
if all ſhould be hazarded, upon ſo ſmall a differ. As to 
the Mony I confeſs what was propoſed is more by half 
than is abſolutely neceſſary at the firſt weeks work, but 
ſoon after all the Sum was propoſed, and more will be ne- 
ceſſary, if it pleaſe God to give ſucceſs, and then Arms 
cannot be ſent like Mony by Bills: There are now above 
1200 Horſe and Dragoons, and 2000 Foot at leaſt of 


ſtanding Forces in + Brand very well appointed and to-+ Scotlan] 


lerably well commanded, it is right hard to expect that 
Countrey 
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Countrey people on foot, without Horſe, ſhould beat 
them the triple their number; and i: multitudes can 
be got together , yet they will need more Arms, more 
Proviſton, and have more trouble with them : But the caſe 
is, if ſamething conſiderable be not ſuddenly done at the 
very firſt appearing, and that there be only a multitude ga- 
thered without aCtion, though that may trighten a little , 
it will do no good, the ftanding Forces will take up ſome 
ſtation, probably at Se:r/:95, and will to their aid not only 
have the Militia of Twenty thouſand Foot, and Two thou- 
ſand Horſe, but all the Heretors, ©c. to the number it may 
be of Fifty thouſand ; and though many will be unwilling 
to fight for the ſtanding Forces, yet the moſt part will once 
joyn, and many will be as concerned for them, as any can 
be againft them : and though we had at firft the greateſt 
ſucceſs imaginable, yet it is impoſſible but ſome will keep 
together , and ſome concurrence and affiftance , 
* Scotland. not only in * Brand but from + Brrch, and Ireland ; it will 
F England. not then be time to call for more Arms , far leſs for 
Mony to buy them, no Mony nor Credit could ſup- 
ply it , we ſhould prove like the Fooliſh Virgins : 
* Diſſent- Conſider in the next place how * Brown can imploy ſo 
ing Lords. much Mony ,/ and fo many Horſe, better for their own 
intereſt, tho the Proteſtant Intereſt were not concerned ; 
is itnota ſmall Summ, and a ſmall Farce, to raiſe ſomany 
Men with, and by Gods blefling to repreſs the whele 
* Scotland. Power of * Brand, that ſome hope are engaged againſt us, 
beſides the Horſe to be ſent, need poffibly ſtay but a little 
while to do-a Job, if future events do not bring the ſeat of 
the War to Brand, which is yet more to the advantage 
* Enpland.of * Birch, as to the total of the Mony that was pro- 
pos'd by the beſt Husbanding it, cannot purchaſe Arms, 
and abſolute neceſfaries for one time, for a Militia of the 
number they are to deal with, and there is nothing out 
of the whole defign'd to be beſtowed upon many things 
uſual, and neceflary for ſuch an Undertaking, as Tents, 
Waggons, Cloaths, Shooes, Horſe, Horſe-ſhooes ; all which 
are not only neceflary to be once had, but daily to be re- 
cruited, far leſs out of the whole Summ pro) » Was 
any thing propoſed for Proviſions of t or Drink, 
Intelligence, or incident Charges ; ſome very Honeſt well- 
meanng , and very good Men, may undertake —_ 
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becauſe they can do- little ; and know little what 
is to be done. All I ſhall add is, I made the Reckon- 
mg as low as if I had been to pay it out of my own 
Purſc; and whether I meddle or medle not , I reſolve 
never to touch the Mony, but to order the payment 
of Neceflaries, as they ſhall be received ; and I ſhall freely 
ſubmit my ſelf to any knowing Soldier for the Lifts , and 
any knowing Merchant for the Prices I have calculated, 
when there is an occafion to confer about it,it will be a great 
encouragement to perſons that have Eftates to venture, and 
that confider what they do, that they know that there is a 
project, and proſpect of the whole Afﬀair, and all Necef- 
faries provided for ſuch an attempt : If after I have ſpoke 


with Mr. + Red, I fee I can do yau Service, I will be very + Carltarcs. 
I 


willing ; if not able, I pray God ſome other may ; 
but it be given over, I wiſh I had ſuch a conference 
as I writof to you a Week ago, for I expect not all from 
* Brown, ſome conſiderable part of the Horſe may I hope 
be made up by the help of your particular friends. I have 
yet ſome things to add, to enforce all I have ſaid, which I 
cannot at this diſtance; and ſome things are to be done 
to prevent the deſigns of Enemies, that I dare not now 
mention, left it ſhould put them on their Guard , I have a 
conſiderable direftion in my head, but all is in Gods hands. 


The manner of Decyphering is explain'd more at large in 
another Book ; called, An Account of Diſcoveries made 
in Scotland, Kc, 
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Part of William Spence his Depoſition... 


At the Cafile of Edenburgh, the 191th. of Au- 
guſt, 1684. 


R. William Spence, of the age of 33 Years, or there- 

© by, not Married, Solemnly Sworn, Depones, That 
in the Paper Subſcribed by him ; the Letter dated 21 Jzne, 
and the other without date, marked 4, are written plain, 
and in the true Senſe, ſo far as his knowledge reaches, and 
that he had no Key to open the Letters with, but the Al- 
phabetical Cypher : That by the 128 Gzlders, 8 Stivers, 
mentioned in the end of the long Letter, he underſtands 
that it is the Key thereof; and by the payment of the 
fame, he underſtands the way of uſing it. That he does 
truly believe there was an InſurreCtion intended, within 
theſe Two Years; and as for what is to come, he cannot 
tell what the People abroad may be doing : That he had 


often heard of Defigns and Afociations ; but that they by 
were directly intended to hinder the Duke his Succeſſion - I 


to the Crown, he cannot ſay : For all that he underſtood 
was pretended for the Ground of any deſigns of Arms, 
was the defence of the Proteſtant Religion, the Liberties of 
the kingdom ; and if againſt the Duke his Succefſion on- 
Iy, in ſo far as that might be prejudicial to theſe 3 and 
that he thinks upon the Kz2g's death Troubles may proba- 
bly ariſe: That Mr. 7, to whom the Letters were direct- 
ed, was not one cf that name but Major Helms, to the 
beſt of his knowledge: And this is the Truth as he ſhall 
anſwer to God. $:c ſeibſcribitur, 


2 


IW. Spence. 


_— 
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The Information of Robert Smith, former- 
ly of the Pariſh of Dunſcore, in the 
Sherifdom of Dumfreis, in the Kjnz- 
aom of Scotland. 


T all the Conventicles for near Two years before 

the Rebellion in the year 1679. There were great 
Contributions of Mony (which were chearfully given ) 
under the pretence of a Subſiftance for their Miniſters, 
and the Poor of their Perſwafion ( the only defign that 
was known to the meaner ſort of People ) but the great- 
eſt part of the Mony was employ'd for Arms and Am- 
munition for a General Riſing : In order whereunto the 
Phanaticks in the Months of April, May, and Fre, 1679. 
were preparing themſelves, by keeping ſeveral great Field 
Conventicles ( both in the Weſt and South ) in which were 
conſiderable numbers of Armed Men. And although they 
were generally very fond and forward to put their deſign 
in Execution ; yet it was haſtned a Month ſooner than 
was intended, by the Skirnnſh that happened about the 
middle of June within two miles of Lowdon-h1ll, between 
a Party of His Majeſties Forces under the Command of 
Captain (now Colonel ) Graham of Claverhouſe, and a 
ſtrong Field-Conventicle, in which I was my ſelf with a 
Party of a Troop of Horſe ( levyed in Nzthsdale in the 
end of May, and beginning of 7:re ) whereof I was Cor- 
net, under Mr. |!l;am Ferg:ſou of Caitlock Captain, and 
John Gibſon of Auch:mchein Lientenant, The ſame Night 
«ter that Skirmiſh, I was at the Earl of Lowdon's Houſe 
with Robert Hamiiton, John Balfour, and David Haxton 
( both Murderers of the late Arch-Biſhop of Saint Andrews) 
John Ker in Mines, and feveral others, in number about 
Twenty Seven Horſe. The Ezrl himſelf was in the Houle, 
and I ſaw him paſs into the Garden ; but I did not per= 
ceive that he came into our Company, though I have 
reaſon to believe that Rovert Fizmi/ton was with his Lord= 
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ſhip ard his Lady jn ſome of the Chambers, becauſe I ſaw 
him leaving us all of his Company in the great Hall, and 
g0irg into the private Rooms, where I am ſure was my 
Lady, asI donot doubt but my Lord was alfo, for it was 
from thence that I ſaw him paſs into the Garden : But 
my Lady did publickly that Night Ente:tain and Lodge 
211 the Company. The next Morning at Four of the Clock 
we came from that Earls Hovſe, and made all the haſte 
we could to Hamz/ror, in order to joyn the Body that we 
h:2 parted with the day before; and the next day we all 
Mirched to G/a/22m, where ( the Morning after ) we were 
beaten by forme Lroops and Companies of the King's For- 
ces, and thereupon returned to Fimmtoy. From thence 
I went in Company of Mr. David Willamſon (who was a 
Preacher and a Captain ) with Sixfcore Horſe to the Shire 
of Galiom:y, where we met and joyned Six Troops of 
Horſe and about as many Companics of Foot that were 
Levzed in that Country and Nt#}ſa/e for our aſſiſtance. 
Thereafter we went into Dumfrexs where we ſtayed a night, 
an4 had notice of the King's Forces coming to the Kzrk of 
Shots ; whereupon we march'd with all po{lible Diligence 
to jon the re{t of the Rebels at Humi/ton ; ſeizing all 
the Arms and Horfes that we could find by the way, eſpe- 
cially at Drum{anriq, Thorn-h:il!, Sanebar, Cumnock, Cef- 
»ock, Newmil's and Strevin ; but at Ceſnock we received 
Fonr hnndred Lances, which we were told were the free 
and voluntary Gift of Sir Hugh Campb-l, the Father, and 
Sir Georze, the Son. There was one paſlage in this March, 
winch I cannot forbear to relate, v:7. That as we were pal- 
ling by the old Caftle of Treve ( where His late Majeſty 
er biefted Memory had a Garriſon, in the begmning of the 
rnhappy Tronbles of His Reign ( .Old Gordon of 
Errijtonn, who in few days after was killed at Borhywel- 
Bride) in my hearing ſpoke to the Officers that were a- 
bovt him as followeth, Gent/:men, I was the Man that 
Commanded the Party which took this Caſtle frem the late 
Kim, who had in it abort 200 of the Nam? of Maxwell, 
of 1.0m the grecteſt part berg Papiſis we put themr all to 
ebe Sword, ind demolifid the Caſtle, 2s you fee it : And 
nm ( theaigh an Od Man ) Ttake up Arms againſt the Son; 
nm I hope ro fce vo the ſame way as bis Father went : 
For we can never put truſt it: a Covenant Breaker ; So Gen= 
t1emen 
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abmen, ow cau/e 1 good, ye meed nit fear to Þ pi tice 
grinſt a firſworn King. 

Upon Srrurday the 21 ft. of J:me, 1679.the mein bedy 
of the Rebels came to Hami/toz, and lay encamped bety it 
that place and 2-2/1»! -Bridoo until Sund iy the 29th, 
when we were Cefeated by the King's Forces ; During wich 
time there came to our Camp great ſtore of Proviſicns and 
Arms from Gl -/7c7r Hamzleen, , Lanrick, Le; mabnen, N-tt- 
mi''s, and ſeveral other places in C/rd/da/c, and the parts 
adjacent ; but I do not know the pai ticular Pei ſors trom 
whom they weic (ent, ſave only what I have faid concern» 
ing our receiving the 40o Lances at Ceſzcch : But about a 
week before our coming to that place, as we were paitirg 
by the Earl of Ga//:mav's Houſe of Garlzs, his Brother the 
Laird of K-ym/tozie cawe to fee ſome of the Gentlemen that 
weie of our number, and accompany'd vs Fen or Twelve 
miles, returning afterwards to his Houſe ; but before his 
going he gave Aflurance that both his Brother, the Earl 
of Galloway, the Loid Kenmore and kimfelt wete our 
Friends : And 1did hear him giving great Incovragement 
to the meaner (cr: of People that verein Aims with vs, by 
bidding them to be Chearf'1 and Covragiors ; for he did 
affure them that they had very good Fr iends i in the Coun- 
try; and we did believe that within few days thereaft er, 
as well the Earl of Gai/zmway, and Lo1d Kenmore, as the 
ſaid -Laird of Ryn//t me wonld come and Joyn With vs, 
and had we been alle to continve fome time longer to- 
gether ina conſiderable Body,and had given the leaſt fail to 
the King's Forces, we ex -pected that many Perſens of great 
Quality and Intereſt, would have joyn'd with us: where- 
of a perfe&t Account can be given by E-r/-ſtorn ( now a 
Priſoner in Edinburgh ) if he will but ingeuuouſl; Declaic 


What he knows, 


The Night before the Fight, the Rebels { on Homilemn 
Mocr ) held a Courcil of W ar, contiſting ot Kete t Ha- 
miltor, David Haxton of Rath:l et, 4obn B:ljour, Major 
Ledmont, {1chere;:an of Bzrjco! Girdon of 
Home, Mr. William Fe e:g4ſon of Caitioch, ( my Captain 
aforeſaid, ) Go) So of Crazs, Goiton Of 
Nemwtoun, Goraon of Ear Rone, Elder, 


Co; don of Eariſtone, Younger, Gordon 'of _ 
M 3 ar, 
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law, Captain Mackulloch, Macdongall of 
Freugh, Captain Fohn Smith, Captain Home, 


Mr. illiam Clelaud a Captain of Horſe, Mr. James For'- 
ler a Captain of Foot, Andrew Story a Captain of Foot, and 
ſeveral other Gentlemen and Officers, whoſe Names I do 
not at the preſent remember, but do well know the Pla- 
ces of their abode. There were alſo ſcvera] of the Mi- 
niſters in this Council of War, v/7. Mr.obn Welch, Mr. 
Robert Archiebald,Mr. Alexander Haſty,Mr.David Willzam- 
ſon (who alſo as I have ſaid before was Captain of a Troop 
of Horſe) Mr. David Home, Mr. John Blakater, Mr. Fohn 
Backloth, Mr. Donald Cargil, Mr. Fobn Kid, Mr. Fobn King, 
Mr. Fohn Dich, Mr. Thomas Ferreſter, Mr. Fohn Dichson, 
Mr. Robert Sandilauds, Mr. Patrich Vernatt, and Mr, Fohrt 
Harraway with ſome others : But at this time Mr. R:chard 
Camren and his Brother Mr. M:chae!, with ſome few 
other Miniſters were gone to Hol/and with Moneys to pay 
for Arms that were formerly bought by Ker/land's Son 
( as I was fince intorm'd ) and ſome other Phanaticks living 
there. Inthis Council there were very hot debates be- 
twixt Welch's Party { the moſt conſiderable of the two ) 
who were content iojay down Arms upon their getting an 
Indulgence, and Kobert Fliamulton's Party who would ref 
{atisfied with nothing leſs than the Extirpation of Epiſco- 
pacy, and ſetting up pure Presbyterian Government, as 
tney call'dit, And the Diftzrences were fo great betwixt 
them, that the choice of their chief Officers ( which was 
defign'd to have been that Night ) was put off till the next 
day, ( being S7d-y) at Ten in the Forenoon ; but were 
prevented by the King's Army coming before Sun-rifing, to 
the North-end of Bethiwe.-37;f72 : However, they did that 
Night appoint two Commilttoners, (o/7. Mr. David Heme 
and Captain Mfc:r;,0:h ) to Treat for them with the Duke 
of Moimmtth : On whom they waited accordingly about 
balf an Hour bctore the Fight, but returned without any 
Succeſs, The general Difcomſe amongſt the Rebels on 
Friday and $:t:r dy was, That the Lord Brwgany would 
certainly come into them the Mozdzy following ( had not 
tiic Fight on Sunday prevented him ) to Command their 
Forces in chief, ard to appoint ſuch Field-Officers, both 
for the Horſe 2nd Foot as he ſhould think fit, unleſs they 
had bcen Appointed by the Council of War before his cor 
L ming 
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ming ; but in either of the Caſes they were to have had 
their Commiſſions from him : For it was moſt certain, 
that they would not allow Robert Hamilton to be their 
Commander in Chief. The Rebels did frequently and 
openly expreſs the great Confidence they had in ſome of 
their Friends about the Duke of Monmonth, and particu- 
larly the Lord Melvz/, the Lord Newark, Sir Thomas Arm- 
ſtrong, and Sir Hamilton of Preſton { the Elder 
Brother of Robert Hamilton) beſides ſome others whom 
I do not now remember, but could know them, if I 
ſhould hear their Names, 

When the King's ſtanding Forces begun to paſs the 
Bridze, the chief Officers of the Rebels were conſulting 
what was fit for them to do, and it was reſolved that they 
ſhould all March away in good order towards Carrick{and 
the ruines of Galloway, until they ſhould be furniſhed with 
Arms and Ammunition, which were Landed at Borrow- 
ſtenne/s ( befides what was expected from Hol/and ) but 
could not then be bronght to them, by reaſon of the 
King's Army having been interpoſed between them and 
that place. And moreover they were in expectation of 
conſiderable Reinforcements both of Horſe and Foot, 
which were on their March from feveral parts of the 
Country. But their chief Encouragement to profecnte 
this Defign, was the Confidence they had, that the Duke 
of Menmouth would not put any hardſhip upon them ; 
which I have good reaſon to believe was true ; tor when 
I wasin Company with a!l the Rebels Horſe ( about 1600 
in number ) lets than a Mile from tne Field of Battle, 
Marching up on a Rifing Ground ( in our Retreat ) I 
lookt over my Shoulder, and faw the King's Hotife at a 
ttand, after they had purſued us a little way, which we 
look'd upon as havinz been done to favour onr eſcape , 
For if they had tollow'd us, they had certainly Kill d or 
taken us all, a few only excepted, who were very Well 
mounted; and4 we were often afterwards told, ttat they 
were ſtopt by the Duke of Monmouth's politive Command, 
when they were violently purſuing ns, after they had qui: 
broke our Foot ( confilting upwards of 4000 } and we.e 
within leſs than half a mile of the Body. of ovr Hole 
(running away } which tzea was in great Corfternation 
and Confuſion ; However we March'd that Foreno0un 11-28 
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200d Order as we could ( Twelve Miles over a Moor ) to 
Nemwmil's, without any of His Majeſties Forces giving us 
the leaſt diſturbance, where we ſeparated, ſome goin 
towards Azr, Others to Galloway, and the reſt to Nithf- 
dale : amongſt which laſt were the moſt reſolute of the 
Cfficers, to the number of betwixt 45 and 5o ; who con- 
tied together in Arms, going up and down the Coun- 
try Galloway, Nithjdale and other places thereabouts ( af- 
ter all the reſt were ſcattered ) until a Party of the King's 
Forces, under the Command of Claverhouſe came into 
G-lloway, and then we ( for I was my ſelf all along with 
that {mall remainder of the Rebels ) went into the Weſt, 
where we were moſt kindly entertain'd in many places, 
though I do not remember the Names of the Perſons by 
whom: But Ido well know their Habitations ; and I was 
afterwards told by Mr. Richard Camron, and his Brother 
Mr. Michael, that they and ſeveral others were ſheltered 
and entertained by Sir Hugh, and Sir George Campbells at 
their Houſe at Ce/nock. After ſome ſtay in the He, I 
returned to my own Houſe ( Kzlroy ) within four Miles of 
Dumfrers, where having ſtaid about five or fix weeks,the 
ſajd Mr. Richard Camron, and his Brother Mr. Mzchae/! 
{ who were ſome ſhort time before returned from Holland) 
came to ſee me, and ſtaid with me two Nights : They 
told me, that they had bought Four ſmall Braſs Guns, 
with a conſiderable quantity of. Ammunition and Fire- 
Arms,whic h they had in a Readineſs, to have been Shipp'd 
at Amſterdam, in order to their having been landed at 
Greenock , when they receiv'd the News of the Defeat at 
Bothwell-Bridge : Whereupon they put up the ſaid Guns, 
Arms and Ammunition in a ſecure place in Amſterdam, 
until there ſhould be occaſion for them. The Sunday af- 
ter their coming to my Houſe, Mr. Richard Camron kept a 
Field Conventicle within a Mile of Sir Robert Dalyel's Houſe, 
where were about Three thouſand in number. The oc- 
caſion of this Meeting ( where I was preſent ) was to ſee 
how the Country ftood inclin'd, and who would ioyn 
with him. From thence the ſaid Mr. Rzchard carried with 
him Twenty Men ( whereof I was one ) to the Laird of 
St. Foh1i's . Kirk ( a Couſin of the Lord Carmichae!'s, and I 
ivppoſe his Nams is alſo Carmzichael,) whoſe Houſe is about 
Two Miles from Bzggar, and towards Thirty from ren Ty 
urg 
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burgh, where we ſtaid Four Days : During which there 
were ſeveral Conventicles kept in the Houſe, at which the 
Laird and his Lady were conſtantly prefent: And the Sun- 
day after we kept a Field-Conventicle on Tzrtc-Fl, to 
Which there was People gathered from all parts of the 
Country thereabout , to the number of berween Three 
or Four thouſand, whereof many were well Arm'd. From 
this Hill I went with Mr. R:chard Camron aforeſaid, and 
upwards of Twenty more to the Lady Gherfolerghs 
Houſe (a Widow Lady) in C/id{dale where we ftaid a Week, 
and kept ſeveral Conventicles with her. About this time 
the Duke was come to Scct/and, and whilſt we were in 
this Houſe, it was one Night at Supper propos'd by Hex- 
zoun to kill his Royal Highneſs, the faid Lady being pre- 
ſent together with the Two Camrms, Four Gentlemen of 
5 the North,whom I knew not, and Two of my Neighbours, 
x whoſe Names are Jobn Harper, and Robert Naſon. 
4 This Haxtoun (aid he would do it himfelf if he could 
b; come at him ; and thought, that it might beſt be done 
4 when the Duke was at Dinner ; wherefore he asked , If 
there were any there that would go and obſerve all the man- 
ner of his Royal Highneſs's Dinning ? Whether People 
might get into the Room to ſee him at Dinner.? And if 
there were any Number , or Crowds of People got in? 
Saying, That he was too well known to go upon this Er- 
rand himſelf. So Mr. Mzchae! Camron undertuok it, and 
took me along with him, who were particularly inftructed 
to obſerve, whether People could go in with large Coats or 
Cloaks upon them, and Women with Plads ; and whether 
they could paſs the Sentinels with their Swords : And ac- 
cording as he ſhould find matters , he would afterwards 
contrive the beſt way to effeCt the Buſineſs. Accordingly 
we two went, and ſaw the Duke at Dinner ; but as we re- 
| turned to our Lodging , at one Danald Mackay's Houſe, 
% at the Head of the Compare, near the Graſs-market, Camrin 
* by chance) met there a man which knew him ; whereup- 
on we both betook our ſelves immediately to our Horſes, 
{and were purſued by Twelve of the King's Dragoons, who 
followed us ſo cloſe , that we were forced to part Com- 
, pany ; and I went to my own Houſe , where being again 
p in danger, by a Party of Claverhouſe his Troop , and not 
thinking my {elf ſafe, ] came into Eng/and, where Long 
h tinu 
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tinued three years, and was at many Presbyterian Houſe- 
Conventicles in Shrewsbury, Brumigham and Briſtol ; but 
never ſee a Field-Conventicle in this Kingdom , ſave one at 
Clee-hill ( ſome few miles diſtant from Ludlow) upon a 
Sunday in May, 1681, where were met to the number of 
upwards of 1000; and ſome of Note were amongſt them ; 
but I do only remember the Names of Mr. Burton (a 
Lawyer whoſe Country-Refidence is in Shropſhire) and 
Mr. Wardin, a Merchant in Brumigham, beſides the two 
Miniſters who preached there, whofe Names are Mr. Tho- 
mas Eapleſall , who lived in a little Market Town (called 
Kinver) in Worceſterſhire, near Juſtice Foleys Houſe, and 
Mr. Thomas Caſe, who lived near Shrewsbury ; and their 
Sermons were wholly tending to raiſe FaCtion and Sedition, 
i the fame manner as I have too frequently heard in the 
Field-Conventicles in Scot/and. About a year and a half a- 
g0 I went over into Holland, when I ſaw the (fince de- 
ceaſed) Earl of Shaftsbury, and the late Earl of Argyle, 
at Amſterdam ; but did not ſpeak with either of them z 
and faw Ferguſon at Rotterdam, with whom I fpoke ; but 
nothing concerning the Government. Then Mr. John Hop, 
and the other Scotch Miniſters belonging to Rotterdam 
(knowing that I was in the Rebellion, and could not fafe- 
ly live at home ) adviſed me to enter my felt a Soldier in 
the Prince of Orange's Army ; which I did accordingly in 
Colonel James Douglas's Regiment, in his own Company, 
where I ſerved a Year ; and then became known to Mr. 
Thomas Maxwel , a Captain in that Regiment, whoſe 
Country-man I am ; and he underſtanding that I was 
fled from home upon the Account of my Accefſion to 
that Rebellion, told me how fair an opportunity I had 
to ſerve the King, by making a full Diſcovery of all Per- 
fons that I knew to be guilty of it, or any ways aiding 
and afliſting towards the promoting the ſame. Adding, 
that if I would follow his Advice in that matter, he doubt= 
ed not of his putting me in a way to deſerve and obtaia 
the King's Remiflion, whereby I might be enabled to 
tive peaceably at home hereafter. To which I id very 
readily conſent : And he having thereupon ( the 12th of 
November laſt ) obtained my Diſcharge from my Colone}, 
T have fince diſcovered what I could. And particularly 


that at Rotterdam ( lince my faid Diſcharge ) I had feen 
(cvera!l 
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ſeveral of the Whiggiſh Miniſters, ſome whereof I remem- 
' ber were at Bothwel-Bridge, who came from Scotland 
about the beginning of Seprember laſt, viz. Mr. Thomas 
Forreſter, and Mr, Patrich Vernatt ( formerly mentioned 
in the Council of War ) who Preach frequently in the 
Scots Church at Rotterdam, As do Mr. Gordon (who is 
Brother to James Gordon a Merchant there lately deceaſed) 
Mr.Fohn Harvey, Mr, George Barclay, and Mr. Fohn Sinclair, 
all Phanatick Preachers. The moſt part of whom ( as 
the above-mentioned Mr. Forreſter told me) went over 
from Helland into Scotland, about the Month of Auguſt 
laſt ; but that they found themſelves in ſuch daily hazards 
of being apprehended, that they returned back again to 
Holland ; and that this bad News which they brought over 
with them, is the reaſon why Robert Hamilton's late in- 
tended Journey to Scotland was put off, whither I was 
ſometime before informed he did intend to go, and to car- 
ry Arms along with him to ſome of his Friends there. The 
ſaid Forreſter told me further, That they reſolve to keep 
no more Field-Conventicles, finding that thoſe Meetings 
have ſerved only to weaken their Party, through the ſeiz- 
ing of ſome, and diſperſing the reſt ( which made their 
Friends publickly known) and that now the Eng/iſh and 
they joyn Councils, and reſolve to go on more warily, I 
did likewiſe diſcover that the manner of the ſaid Miniſters, 
their pafling to and fro betwixt Holland and Scotland un- 
diſcovered, was by their being clad in Seamans Cloaths, 
and working in the Ships as Seamen. As alſo, that I was 
perſuaded, Lefore they thall attempt any thing towards a 
new Rebellion, or making uſe of the Arms, that the two 
Canrons left in Amſterdam ( which are now in the Cuſto- 
dy of the late Earl of Argy?, as I was told about Nine 
Weeks ago in Utrecht, by Sir Fohn Cockran's Second Son, 
and Mr. William Cleland, mentioned in the Council of 
War ) they will firſt endeavour to diſpatch the King ; and 
that being done, they doubted not but they could ſoon 
overcome the Duke, and all others that would oppoſe 
them: Which I heard my felt diſcourſed in a Meeting 
about Two Months ago, at Mr. Themas Hi7, a Phana- 
tick Preacher his Houſe in Utrecht, where were preſent 
( beſides Mr. Hrg, and my felf ) Sir John Cochran's Son, 
and Mr. Clc/and, already mentioned, Mr. James Steward, 
the 
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the Lawyer, his Lady, the Lady Kerſ/and and her Son, 
with ſeveral others whoſe Names I do not remember © But 
this Language they ſpeak ouly amongſt their confident 
Friends : For they make the common fort of People be- 
lieve, that there was no ſuch thing as a Phanatick-Plot ; 
but that the raiſing of that report was a Contrivance of 
the Papiſts, to make uſe of falſe Witneſſes, for taking a- 
way the Lives of True Proteſtants ; which I have often 
heard, not only diſcourſeTin Hotſes where ſome of the 
ordinary ſort of People were in Cottpany ;<bit alfo-Preach- 
ed in the Churches, where the Sermons ( for the moſt 
part )-arediſloyal and ſeditious to the higheſt Degree. The 
Miniſters, likewiſe at Chriſtenings,” engaging the Parents 
( by ſolemn Oath ) to bring up their Children in the True 
Proteſtant | Faith, and in the Diſcipline and Dodtrine of 
the Kirk of Scotland, according as they are obliged by the 
Solemn _ and Covenant ; and at their Commiunions, 
debarring always from their Sacrament all ſuch as have 
not taken the Covenant, and do not adhere to it, But of 
all the Fugitive Preachers lately gone over from Scotland 
into Holland, none is more perverſely violent againſt the 
Government, than Mr. John S:nclarr ( who for many years 
was Miniſter, and kept a Boarding-School at Ormzeſtoun) 
whom about Twelve Weeks ago I heard Preach in the 
Scotch Church at K-tterdam ; and a great part of his Ser- 
mon was railing againſt the Dnke, and the Privy- 
Council of Scotia, ſaying, That he ( meaning his 
Royal Highneſs ) was a Rebellious Enemy of God ; and 

had got ſuch a Hand over thoſe perjur'd Rogues ( mean- 
ing the Lords of the Privy Council ) as they all intended 

to overtnrn the Proteſtant Religion, and to introduce Po- 

pery 3 Which ( he further ſaid ) could very eafily be done, 

conſidering the ſmall difference that is betwixt them fince 

Epiſcopacy was re-eſtabliſhed ; and in his Prayer after 

Sermon, I heard him pray earneſtly, That. God might 

open the Kings Eyes, to let him fee the Evil of his Ways, 
and turn from it; otherwiſe, That God might take him 

out of this World, from being a Curſe, and a Scourge 

to his Holy People. And further prayed, That God would 

turn the Counfels of his Counſcllors, as he did that of 

Aehitophel into nothing, 
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The late Earl of Arz yl lives now in the Province of Frif- 
land, where he has a ſmall Eftate, purchaſed partly by his 
Father, and partly by Hfimfelf; upon one of their Family or 
Tenants foretelling many years ago, that they ſhould be 
driven from their Eftate in Stor/and,, as I- was often told in 
Holland, particularly by Mr: Fi: Flog Miniſter of the Scorch 
Church in Retrerdam aft Mr. "Fobn'Prtcarrmie; who keeps a 
Meeting-hovuſe at Utrecht. The Earl bf Lowdon with two 
Servants only, and Sir James Dalrymple of Starr with his 
whole Family, live at Leyd-n, befides Mr. Doug/as (a Mi- 
niſter) and ſome few more whoſe names I do not remember, 
There are many Phanatick Houſe-keepers in Rerrerdam, 
who harbonr the Rebels and Fugitives that come over from 
Scotland, "Viz. Robert Gibs, Mr. Liviſtoune, John Gibbs, 
Mr. Ruſſell, James Delapp, James Thomſen, John Gretrſon, 
James Nory, John Jack, Gerrge Weir, all Merchants, and 
the Widdow of the lately Deceaſed James Gordon Merchant, 
whoſe Houſe was the Common Receptacle of the chief of 
thoſe Rebels and Fugitives. The Gentlemen that I left at 
Rotterdam are, Mr. Denham of WeRtſheils with his Family, 
Captain William Cleland, John Belfour, with his Family, 
Captain William Ferguſon of Caitloch with his Family, 
Captain Andrew Story, The Miniſters there are Mr. John 
Hog, Mr. Robert Fleming (ſetled Preachers of the Scorch 
Church) Mr. Jolm Harraway, Mr. Thomas Foreſter, Mr. 
Alexander Haſty, Mr. Patrick Vernat, Mr. John Blakater, 
Mr. Gordon, Mr. George Barclay and Mr. John 
Smnclatr aforefaid, who is now ſettled a Preacher in the En- 
gliſh Church at De/fe, At Utrecht I left Mr. Fames Ste- 
wart the Lawyer with his Family, and his Elder Brother the 
Laird of Coldneſſe, Mr. Cochran (Sir John's Second Son) 
the Lady Kerſland and her Son, and Six Miniſters, V/7z. Mr. 
Thomas. Hog, Mr. John Pitcairne, Mr. ,Fohn Oviky, = 
Fohn Veitche, Mr. Robert Ker and Mr. Robert Menteath, 
beſides ſome others of leſs Note, whoſe names I do not re- 
member, I left at Urrecht three Engliſh Gentlemen who li- 
ved there for ſome time before, and go by the Names of Et- 
quire Packiwood, Mr, Smith a Merchant of London, and Mr. 
Jokes a Welſh-man, but I do not believe that theſe are their 
true Names for they fled from England upon the Diſcovery 


of the late Plot, as did likewiſe ſeyeral other —_ 
woon 
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whomlI did often ſee there, but could notlearn their Names» 
I did alſo ſee and ſpeak with Sir Fohn Cochran, but he and 
7,0r 8, Scotchmen more (whoſe names I know not) went 
two days after my Arrival there , to G:/derland, where a 
great many of the Rebelsand Fugitives live (as they think) 
moſt ſafe and at eaſe amongſt the Bores ; for they were afraid 
of ſtaying at Uerecht (as ſome of themſelves told me) by 
reaſon of the Spies that they were informed were ſent thi- 
ther from England to make enquiry after ſuch of His Myjc- 
ſties Subjects as lived there. And Mr. Cochran and Captain 
Cleland told meas their Friend, that the report amongſt our 
Countrymen was that I likewiſe was ſent thither as a Spie z 
which although they did not believe, yet they adviſed me to 
be gone away privately, afluring me withal that I was every 
hour I ſtayed there in hazard of loſing my Life. Upon this 
I returned to Rotterdam, where my Credit with that Party 
continued about a week, until I was ſuſpected by my old 
Captain and three of the Miniſters, V/7. Harraway, For- 
reſter and Sinclair, who about 7 or 8 Weeks ago carried me 
with them to Church, and there propoſed (as a Teſt ef my 
Sincerity to the intereſt of the good Cauſe as it was com- 
monly called) that I ſhould take the Covenant and the Sa- 
crament with a Solemn Proteſtation that I am ſtill (as I have 
been in former times) an Enemy tothe King and the preſent 
Government : All which I refuſed to do; and then they de- 
barred me for ever from their Meetings and Company : Ne- 
vertheleſs I did often thereafter infinuate my ſelf into both, 
thongh without any Succeſs; for I could not recover their 
good opinion, but on the contrary was daily threatned with 
the ſcvereſt effects of their revenge. 


White-hall 
24 Feb. 1683. Robert Smith, 
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The Information of Techariah Bourne # 4« 
ken the 5th. of December, 1683. 


Mr. Ferguſon, and went ſeveral times in the Even=- 
ing, with him to the Duke of Moxwmouth, and the 
chief managers of their Conſpiracy : Ferguſon told me, he 
was the chief man for the Scots, next the Lord Argyle. 
The Night he ſat up with Ferguſon, I believe it was about 
the Declaration, for the next day he was going to ſhew it 
me, but ſome body came up to him, and hinder'd him. 
Mr. Bayly's great buſineſs to meet the Chief Confpirators 
was (as Ferguſon told me) to get the 10000 /. for the buy- 
ing of Arms, for the InſurreCtion in Scotland. 
Carſtares I ſaw often come to Ferguſon, but for any 
Diſcourſe he had with him he never told me of, or with any 
other but Mr. Bayly, as I can at preſent remember . 


T] Hat Mr. Bayly ſat up one night, if not two, with 


Rec. Bourne. 
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The 5 $4 Mr. William Carſtares, 
when he was Examined before the Lords 
of Secret Committee, given in by hin, 
and renewed upon Oath, upon the 22d, 
of December, 1684, 4 preſence of the 
Lords of His Majeſty's Privy-Council. 


Edizburgh-Caltle, September 8. 1684. 


R. William Carſtares being Examin'd upon Oath, 
conform to the Condeſcention given in by him, 
and onthe Terms therein-mention'd, Depones, That about 
November or December, 1682. James Stuart, Brother to 
the Laird of Cu/tneſs, wrote a Letter to him from Holand, 
importing, that if any conſiderable ſum of Mony could 
be procur'd from England, that ſomething of Importance 
might be done in Scceland : The which Letter, the Depo- 
nent had an Inclination to inform Shepard in Abb-Church- 
Lane, Merchant in London of; but betore he could do it, 
he wrote to Mr. Stuart above-nam'd, to know from him if 
he might do it 5 and Mr. S$#xar: having conſented, he Com- 
municat the faid Letter to Mr. S»epard, who told the De- 
ponent that he would Communicat the Contents of it to 
ſorne perſons in England; but did at that time name no bo- 
dy, as the Deponent thinks : Some time thereafter, Mr. 
Shepard told the Deponent, that he had Communicat the 
Contents of the Letter above-named to Colonel Sydney, and 
that Colonel Danvers was preſent, and told the Deponent, 
that Colonel Sydney was averſe from imploying the late Earl 
of Arzyle, or medling with him, judging him a man tog 
much affected to the Royal Family, and inclined to the pre= 
ſent Church Government ; yet Mr. Shepard being put up- 
on it by the Peponent, ſtill urg'd, that one might beſent 
| : t9 
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to the Earl of Argyle, but as Mr. Slepard told him, he was 
ſuſpected upon the account of his urging ſo much ; yet 
afterwards he preſs d, without the Deponents knowledge, 
that the Deponent being to go to Holland however, might 
have ſome Commiſſion to the Earl of Argy/c, which he ha- 
ving inform'd the Deponent of, the Deponent told him, 
that he himſelf would not be concern'd, but if they would 
{end another he would introduce him z but nothing of this 
was done : upon which the Deponent went over, without 
Commilizon trom any body, to Holland, never meeting with 
James Stuart above-named : He was introduced to the Earl 
of Argyle, with whom he had never before convers'd ; and 
did there diſcourſe what had paſt betwixt Mr. Shepard and 
him ; and particularly, about remitting of Mony to the ſaid 
Earl from England; ot which, the ſaid Mr. Stuart had writ- 
ten to the m_—_ namely of 30000 pounds Sterl:ns ; 
and of the raiſing of 1000 Horſe and Dragoons; and the ſe- 
curing the Caſtle of Edinburgh, as a matter of the greateſt 
importance : The method of doing this was propos'd by 
the Deponent, to be one hour, or thereby, after the celiev= 
ing of the Guards; But the Earl did not reliſh this propo= 
ſition, as dangerous ; and that the Caſtles would fall of con- 
ſequence, after the work abroad was done. Fames Stuart 
was of the Deponents Opinion, for ſeizing the Caſtle; be- 
cauſe it would ſecure Ed:nvurgh, the Magazines and Arms. 
Asto the 1000 Horſe and Dragoons, my Lord Argyle was 
of Opinion, that without them nothing was to be done : nd 
that if that number was rais'd in England to the ſaid Þarl, 
he would come into Scotland with them 3 and that there be- 
ing ſo few Horſe and Dragoons te meet them, he judg'd he 
might get the Country without trouble, having ſuch a ſtan- 
ding Body for their Friends to Rendezvouz to ; and the faid 
Earl ſaid he could ſhew the Deponent the convenient places 
for Landing, if he underſtood, and as the Deponent remem- 
bers, where the Ships covld attend. The Deponent re- 
members not the Names of the Places. The Deponent 
ſpoke to the Lord $t::rs, but cannot be poſitive that he 
nam d the Afﬀair to him, but found him ſhie : but the Ear! 
of Aryy;e told him, he thought S$:.2:7s might be gain'd to 
them: And that the Farl of Lowdoun being a man of good 
Reaſon and diſoblig'd, wouid have great influence upon 
the Country, and recommended tne Deponent to Major 

Holm:s, 


vv. 
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Tt inis, with whom the Deponent had fome acquaintance 
beto:e, and had brought over a Letter from him to the 
Earl of 4r-y1- 3 but tae Deporent had not then communi- 
Cite any thing to the faid Ho.ms. FJamzs Stuart laid down 
a way of correfporacence by Cyphers and falſe Names, and 
ſent them over to Ho'3s, and the Deponent, for their uſe 
(hich Cyphers and Nawesare now in the hands of His Ma- 
jefty's Officers, as the Deporent ſuppoſles,) and did defiie 
the Deponent earneftly to propoſe tie 30000 pound Seer 
[1112 above-named to the Party in Erg/and, and did not 
propoſe any leſs 3 foras the Fari toid the Deponent, he had 
partict.laily calculate the Evpence for Arms, Ammunition, 
Ce. But Fames Stuart ſaid, that it ſome lets conM be had, 
tie Earl would content himſelf, if better might not be, but 
tze Farl always faid that there was nothing to be done 
without the body of Horfe and Dragoons above-mentioned ; 
During the time of the Deponent his abode in Holland tho 
te had fereral Lettersfrom Shepard, yet there was no fatis- 
f.Ct:y account, til! forme thme after the Deponent parted 
from the Earl cf 4:1'e, and was making tor a Sip at Ret- 
t 14.748 to tranſport himfelf to England, James Stuait 
wrote to him that there was hopes of the Mony. The next 
Gay after the Deponent came to Eyglazd, he met with Sir 
7. nCotran, who with Commiſtar Menre, and F2rv:ſwo d, 
wasat Eona5 beiore he can:e over ; and depones, That he 
knows not the account of their coming, mote than for the 
periecting the TranſeCtion about Caro/zna : and having ac- 
quainted Sir F:bn Cochran with the Earls demands of the 
30000 pound Szer{1n1p, and the 1000 Hoife and Dragoons, 
Sir 7--# carried him to the Lord R»ſſe/, to whom the De- 
ponent propoſed the Aﬀair, but being an abſolute Stranger 
to the PDeponent, had no return from him at that time 3 but 
afterwards having met lim accidentally at Mr.Shepards houſe, 
where the Lord R-/ſc/ kad come to ſpeak to Shepard about 
t:eMony abovc-nomed, as Mr, Shepard told the Deponent. 
1c Deponent (when taey were done ſpeaking) Getired to 
{-eak to the Loid 14ze', waich the Lord Kzfje! did, and 
Þ:- mz reiterate the former Propoſition for the Zoooo pound 
$*.7 :-/9, and the 1000 Horſe and Dragoons, he the Lord 
R-/T{ told the Deponent, they could not get ſo much raed 
at the time, but it they had 10000 pound to begin, that 
would draw People i, and when they were once in, oy 
E ; WOou 
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wonld foon be brought to more ; but as for the 1000 Horſe 
and Dragoons, he could ſay nothing at the preſent, for that 
behoved to be concerted upon the Borders. The Depo- 
nent made the ſame propofal to Mr. Ferguſor, who was 
much concerned in the Atair, and zealous for the promo» 
ting of it, This Mr. Fergu/on had in Oftober or November 
before, as the Deponent remembers in a Converſation with 
the Deponent in Cheap-ſide, or the Street fornewhere there- 
about, faid, that for the ſaving of Innocent Blood, it would 
be neceſlary to cut off a few, infinuating the King and Duke, 
but cannot be poſitive whether he named them or not 3 To 
which the Deponent faid, that's work for our wild People 
in Scozland, my Conſcience does not ſerve me for ſuch things 3 
atter which the Deponent had never any particular diſcourſe 
with Fergaſon as to that matter ; butas to the other Aﬀair, 
Ferynjon told the Deponent that he was doing what he could 
to get it effectuate ; as particularly that he ſpoke to one 
Major Wildman who is not of the Deponent his acquain- 
tance. Ferguſon blamed always Sydney, as driving deſigns 
of his own. The Deponent met twice or thrice with the 
Lord Melvil, Sir Fohn Cochran, Ferviſmood, | Commiſlar 
Monro, the two Celſnocks, Montgomery of Lang ſhaw, and 
one Mr. Veatch, where they diſcourſed of Mony to be fent to 
Argyle, in order to the carrying on the Afﬀair ; and tho he 
cannot be poſitive the Aﬀair was named, yet it was under- 
ttood by himſelf; and as he conceives by all preſent, to be 
for riſing in Arms, for reCtifying the Government. Com- 
miſſar Monro, Lord Meki/, and the two Ceſſnocks were 
againft medling with the Eng/zſh, becauſe they judged thena 
men that would talk, and would not do, but were more 
inclined to do ſomething by themſelves, if it could be done. 
The Lord Mel:/ thought every thing hazardous, and there- 
fore the Deponent cannot ſay he was poſitive in any thing, 
but was moſt inclined to have the Duke of Monmouth to 
head them in Scct/and, of which no particular method was 
laid down. Fervi/wood, the Deponent, and Mr. : Veatch, 
were for taking the Mony ; at one of theſe Meetings it was 
reſolved, that Mr. Mart:n, late Clerk of the Juſtice Court, 
ſhould be ſent to Scrt/and, to defire their Friends to hindes 
the Country from Riſing or taking raſh Reſolutions upon the 
account of the Council, till they ſhould ſee how matters 
went in England, The ſaid Mart;n did go at the _— 
FEY 
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of the Gentlemen of the Meeting, and was direCted to the 
Laird of Polwart and Tirwood/ie, who ſent back word, that 
it would not be found ſo eafie a matter to get the Gentry of 
Scotland to concur: But afterwards in a Letter to Commit- 
ſar Monro, Polwart wrote that the Country was readier to 
concur than they had imagined, or ſomething to that pur- 
poſe. The Deponent, as aboveſaid, having brought over a 
Key from Holland, to ſerve himfelt and Major Holms, he 
remembers not that ever he had an exaCt Copy of it, but 
that ſometimes the one, ſometimes the other keeped it, and 
ſo it chanced to be in his Cuſtody when a Letter from the 
Earl of Argyle came to Major Holms, intimating, that he 
would joyn with the Duke of Monmouth, and tollow his 
Meaſures, or obey his Directions : this Mr. Veatch thought 
fit to communicate to the Duke of Monmouth, and for the 
Underitanding of it was brought to the Deponent, and he 
gave the Key to Mr. Veatch, who as the Deponent was 1n- 

torm'd, was to give it and the Letter to Mr. Ferguſon, and 

he to ſhew it to the Duke of Monmouth; but what was 

done in it the Deponent knows not. The Deponent heard 
the Deſign of killing the King and Duke, from Mr. Shepard, 
who told the Deponent ſome were full upon it. . The De- 
ponent heard that Aaron Smith was ſent by thoſe in England 
to call Sir John Cechran, on the account of Carol:na, but 
that he does not know Aarm Smith, nor any more of that 
Matter, not being concern'd in it. Shepard nam'd young 
Hamden frequently as concern'd in theſe Matters. 


S:91'd t Edinburgh Caſtle, the 8th. «of September, 1684. 
and renewed the 18th. of the ſame Month, 


William Carſtare. 


PERTH. CANCELL. 1.P.D. 


Edinburgh 
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Edinburgh Caſtle September 18. 1684. 


R. Will:am Carſtares being, again examin'd, adheres 
to his former Depoſition, in all the parts of it, and 
Depones he knows of no Correſpondence betwixt Scotland 
and England, except by Martin before-named : For thoſe 
Gentlemen to whom he was ſent, were left to follow their 
own Methods. Veatch, as the Deponent remembers, ſtayed 
ſometimes at N:chol/ou Stabler's Houſe at London-Wall ; 
ſometimes with one Widow Hardcaſtle in Morefields. The 
Deponent did Communicate the Defign on Foot to DoCtor 
Owen, Mr. Griffm, and Mr. Meed at Stepney, who all con- 
curred in the promoting of it, and weredefirous it fhould 
take effect ; and to one Mr. Freth in the Temple, Coun- 
cellor at Law, who ſaid he would fce what he could do in 
reference to the Mony, but there having gone a Report, 
that there was no Mony to be rais'd, he did nothing in it, 
nor does the Deponent think him any more concern'd in the 
the Afﬀair. 'Neithorp frequently ſpoke to the Deponent of the 
Mony to be ſent to 4rgy/e, whether it was got or not, but 
the Deponent uſed no freedom with him in the Afﬀair. Good- 
enorgh did infinuate once, that the Lords were not inclin'd 
to the thing, and that betore they would ſee what they could 
do in the City. The Deponent ſaw Mr. Ferguſon, and Mr. 
Rumzey, lurking after the Plot broke out, before the Pro- 
clamation, having gone to Ferg/o1,, in the back of Biſhop- 
gatc=[treet, at ſome new Building, whether he was directed 
by Fervz/wood, who was defirous to know how things 
went. Rumrcy was not of the Deponent his Acquaintance 
before, but they knew as little of the matter as the Depo- 
nent. This is what the Deponent remembers, and it any 
thing come to his Memory, he is to deliver it in betwixt 
this, and the firſt of Ofober : And this is the truth, as he 
ſha!l Anſwer to God. 


William Carſtares. 
PERTH CANCELLE. I. P. D. 
N 3 At 


— 
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At Edinburgh, 
The 224. of December, 1684. 


Heſe fore-going Pages, ſubſerib'd by Mr. William 

Carſtares Deponent, and by the Lord Chancellor, 

were acknowledged on Oath by the ſaid Mr. William Car- 

ſtares, tobe his true Depoſitions, and that the Subſcripti- 
ons were his, in preſence of us Underſcribers, 


William Carſtares, 
PERTH CANCELLARIUS, 
David Falconer. QUENSBERRY. 
George Mehenz ie. ATHOL. 


— —— 
—_——— —— _ 


Copy of the Lord Ruflel's Examination in 
the Tower. | 


My Loxd Ruſſel Asked, 


\/N/ Eh he knows of any Conſultations tending 
towards an InſurreCtion, or to furprize His Mas 
zeſties Guards at any time, and by any perſons, and by 
whom ? 

Whether he hath ever been at Mr. Shepards Houſe, and 
how often, and when laſt ? 
- Whether any Lords were in company, and who ? 


Whethe? 
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Whether at any time the Duke of Monmoacth, Lord 
Grey, Sir Toomas Armſtrong, Colonel Romgey, Mr. Fer- 
pufon, or any of them were there, and how many, and 
which of them 2 

Whether there was any diſcourſe concerning a Riſing in 
the Weſt, or any parts of the Weſt, or at Tawits',, and 
what the Diſcourſe was and by whom ? 

Whether there was any di{courſe concerning the ſuprizing 
the Kings Guards at any time ? 

Whether the Duke of Monmouth, the Lord Grey, and Sir 
Thumas Armjtrong did undertake to view tae Guards to fee 
# it might be done, and in what poſture they were ? 

Whether they gave any account that they had viewed the 
Guards, and how they found them ? 

What did Mr. Ferg://on ſay at any of thoſe Meetings, and 
by whom was he directed ? 

Whether he knows of any Defign for a Riſing in Scrt/and? 
Whether he hath been at any Conſultations for that end, 
with any perſons, Scotch-men or others, and with whom 2 
What Monies the Scotch demanded at firſt, and whether 
they did not conſent to take Ten thouſand pounds, and haw 
was that or any part of that to be raifed, and by waom ? 


My Lord RuſſePs Anſwer to the preceding 


laterros atorics. 


M* Lord knows of no Conſultation tending to any Ir- 
L ſurrection. 

His Lordſhip knows nothing of any Conſultation or De- 
fizn to ſurprize his Majeſt'es Gnards at any time 

His Lordſhip doth acknowledge to have been frequent!y 
(drivers times) at Mr. Shepard's Houfe. 

His Lordſhip cannot preciſely tet down the time that he 
was there laſt, 


N 4 Ta 


—_—_—— c_—_ 


-_ 
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To the two Articles relating to:the Lords that were in 
company at Mr. Shepards, his Lordſhip anſwers that he 
went thither with the Duke of Monmouth ; bur as to the 
reſt of the perſons then preſent, his Lordſhip conceives that 
he ought not to anſwer, becauſe there were ill.Conſtructi- 
ons made of that Meeting, nor cannot poſitively remember. 

His Lordſhip anſwers, | 

There was no diſcourſe as he remembers concerning any 
Riſing in the Weſt, or any parts of the Weſt, or at Taun- 
ton, nor particularly of Mr. Fohn Trenchard's Undertaking, 
nor any diſcourſe about Mr. Fohn Trenchard as he remembers. 

His Lordſhip anſwers there was no Diſcourſe at Mr. She- 
paras about ſurprizing the Guards, nor of the Duke of 
Monmouth's, my Lord Grey's, nor of Sir Thomas Arm- 
Stronz's Undertaking to view the Guards 3 nor was there 
any account there given by the ſaid perſons of their having 
viewed the Guards, nor how they found them. 

Nor was there any ſuch Undertaking elſewhere to his 
knowledge 

Tothe queſtion what Mr. Ferz/-12 did fay at any of thoſe 
Meetings, his Lordſhip antwers that he cannot tell what Mr. 
Ferguſon did ſay there, ror doth he own that Mr. Ferguſon 
was there. 

His Lordſhip knows of no Deſign for a Riſing in Scozland, 
nor knows any thing of the whole Article relating to Sc:t- 
land, nor any part of it. 

His Lordſhip hath heard general diſcourſes of many di- 
ſtreſſed people, Miniſters and others of the Scottiſh Nation 
that were fled and that it were great Charity to relieve 
them. . ; 

This Examination was taken the 23th day of June,r 683. 

Before Us 


L. Jenkins, 
F. Ernle, 
K. Sawyer, 
H. Finch, 


Nates 


) 


— 
——— 


\ 


_— 


7 
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Notes of ſome things Confeſſed before 
His Majeſty and the Council, taken out 
of the Books of Minutes. 


at the intimation or defire of ſome Parliament Men, 
or the Kings Evidence, that receiving that Mony for 
that purpoſe from ſome of them, he ſent it ro thoſe Per- 
ſons for whom it was deſign'd, 

Bourn Confeſſes, That Sir- Thomas Armſtrong uſed to 
come every day to Ferguſon when he lay at his Houſe, 
that he has ſeen him fince the diſcovery when Arm- 
ſtrons urged him to get ſome Friends together to make 
a puſh, and that it was better to dye with Swords in 
their Hands. 

Walcot Confeſſes, That Aaron Smith was ſent into 
Scotland by thoſe Gentlemen that tranſacted the Mat- 
ter, | 

Bourn ſays, That Ferguſon Lodged at his Fathers Houſe 
a Month or Six Weeks, That he left no Papers in his 
Houſe, and uſed to ſay he would never be hanged for Pa- 
"ers. 

, Shepard ſays, Bayly told him Chariton had undertaken 
to raiſe the whole 10000 /. | 

Romz2ey ſays, The Lord Ryſſel was about going away from 
Shepard's when he arrived there, and that his Lordſhip 
ſaid Trenchard was a Coward, and that he would go 
down himſelf and begin the Riſing. 

Char{ton confeſſes, He had paid Otes $o /. per Quarter, 
for his Subſiſtence, of which he had but 10 /.-of my 
_ Shaftsbury, and was himſelf the reſt out of Purſe, 

ut that he was told a Parliament would reimburſe 


Jo Rouſe confeſt that Mony was Collected in the City 


him. 

Shepard ſays, That Ferguſon and Bayly told him that 
Char/[con would procure tfie 10000 /. himſelf, and raiſe it 
pon a Mortgage. 

* , Char.zon: turther ſays, He paid Otes about 4co /. in > 
| | be 
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The Irformation of John Rouſe taker at 
his defire is Newgate the 19th. of July, 
168 3. 


He Informant ſaith, That the defign of the Rebel- 
T lion and ſeizing the King was begun by the Earl 
of Shaftsbury at his Houſe in Alderſpate-ſtreet , be- 
fore the Meeting of the Parliament at Oxford, where 
the Duke of Monmouth, Sir Thomas Armſtrong, Loxd 
Rue , Lord Grey, Major Manly a Brewer at White- 

ppel, and others whom he ſaw there, and as he 
was told likewiſe by his Servants, frequently met there ; 
the foundation of all the Scurrilous Libels was laid, parti- 
eularly that of the Raree-ſhew. 

That all thoſe Clubs at Mz/e-end-green, the Sun behind 
the Exchange, at Rufſel's in ſrommonger-lane, and at the 
Salutation in Ltmbard-ſtreet, were to carry on that Deſign, 
he cannot recollect all Names, but Declares that he knows 
all thoſe of Note that were at thoſe Clubs were thorough- 
ly acquainted with the Defign. Theſe Clubs were divided 
into three Factions, by reaſon of which Diviſion the In- 
formant ſaith the Deſign went on fo flow as it did, and 
at laſt it fell between the Duke of Monmouth, and a Com- 
mon-wealth : and the greater number carried it for the 
Duke of Monmonth, becauſe it was found upon his going 
into the Met, Chicheſter and Cheſſrre, the vogue of the 
People went for him. Thoſe that were for a Common- 
wealth were abſoiiitely reſolved to have nothing to do 
with the Race of the Semart's; but they pitcht upon R:- 
chard Cromwe/, whom this Informant knows to be in Eng- 
[and. The longeſt day that was appointed for execntion 
of this was at M:1ſummer-d1v laſt, when the People ſhonld 
Le at Gr7/de:l chuſing Sherifts. 

Five lmndred Horſe were p:omiſed to be ſent in from 
the Country, who were to ſeize the Guards, 

{1c pretence of the Conſpirators was to ſecure His Ma- 
:*ity from being killed by the Papiſts, that & he would 


not 


I i 
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not comply with His Parliament at Oxford, then to et 
up the Duke of Monmouth. That this was long delign'd 
likewiſe before the Meeting at Oxford 

The Informant faith, That it was reſolved by the Cen- 
ſpirators, That when they ſhould have iſht . their 
Deſign, and that the Tower and City of was ſeiz- 
ed, then they were to go to Whitehal and demand their 
Priviledges and Freedoms, with their Swords in their 
Hands. | 

He hath been preſent at manyof theſe Clubs where theſe 
Deſigns have been conſulted of, and all the perſons of 
any Note, Commons as well as Lords were ing to 
the Conſpiracy ; he faith he can prove it by many Witneſ(- 
ſes. 


He ſaith my Lord Shaftsbury and Otces were the prin- 
Cipal movers in all this bulineſs, 


A particular Account of the Situation of 
the Rye-Houle. 


T He Rye-Houſe in Hartfordſhire, about Eighteen miles 
from Lonaon, is fo called from the Rye a Meadow 
near it. Juſt under it there is a By-road from B:ſkhops- 
Strafford to Hod/den, which was conſtantly uſed by the 
King when he went to or frem Newmarket ; the great 
Road winding much about on the Right Hand by Stan#ed. 
The Houſe is an old ſtrong Building and ftands alone encom- 
paſs'd with a Mote,.and towards the Garden has high Walls, 
ſo that Twenty Men might eafily defend it for ſome time 
againſt Five hundred. From a high Tower in the Houſe 
all that go or come may be ſeen both ways for near a Miles 
diſtance, As you come from Newmarket towards Lon= 
don, when you are near the Houſe, you paſs the Meadow 
over a narrow Cauſe-way, at the end of which is a Toll 


Gate, which having Entred yqu go through a Yard, and 


S- 


wp 
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a littie Field, and at the end of that through another 
Gate, you paſs into a narrow Lane, where Two Coaches 
at that time could not go a-breaſt. This narrow paſſage had 
on the Left Hand a thick Hedge and a Ditch, on the Right 
a long Range of Building uſed for Corn-Chambers and 
Stables with ſeveral Doors and Windows looking into the 
Road, and before it a Pale, which then made the paſ- 
fage fo narrow, but is fince removed, When you are paſt 
this long Building, you go by the Mote and the Garden 
Wall, that is very itrong, and has divers holes in it, through 
which a great many Men might ſhoot. Along by the Mote 
and Wall the Road continues to the Ware-R:iver which runs 
about Twenty or Thirty yards from the Mote, and is to 
be paſt by a Bridge. A ſmall diſtance from thence ano- 
ther Bridge is to be paſt over the New-River. In both 
which Paſſes a few Men may oppoſe great numbers. In 
the outer Court-yard, which is behind the long Building, 
a conſiderable Body of Horſe and Foot might be drawn up 
unperceived from the Road; whence they might eaſily 
Hue out at the ſame time into each end of the narrow 
Lane, which was alſo to be ſtopt up by overturning a 
Cart. 


Notes 


he — 
—— - 
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Notes of what pals'd between 
the late KinG, His Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Yor, - 
and the Duke of Monmouth, 
at the time of his firſt Ren- 
dring himſelf. | 


Taken in Writing at that time by 
his Royal Highnels. 


November the 25th. 1683. 


Efterday the Duke of Monmouth 
came and Surrendred himſelf to Mr. 
Secretary Jenkins, and deſired to ſpeak alone 
with the King and Duke,which was granted 
him. He firſt threw himſelf at His Maje- 
fties Feet, acknowledging his Guilt, and the 
{hare he had inthe Conſpiracy,and asked His 
Paraon ; then confeſt imſelf faulty to the 
Duke, asked his Pardon alſo, aſſured him 
if he ſhould ſurvive His Majeſty, that he 
would pay him all the Duty that became 4 
Logal Subjett, and be the firſt ſhould draw 
his Sword for him, ſhould there be occaſion. 


He then deſired His Majefty would not oblige 


178 


wap 
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him to be a Witneſs, and then gave an ac- 
count of the whole Conſp racy, naming all 
thoſe concerned in it, whichwere more than 
thoſe had already been mentioned by the [c- 
veral Witneſſes, He deny:d any knowledge 
of the Aſſaſſination. When he had made an 
end of his Confeſſion, Hrs Majeſty ordeved 
him to be put into the cuſtody of a Serjeant 
at Arms. This day admitted him to his 
Preſence, and ordered « ſtop to be pat to the 
Outlawry, and Promis'd him his Pardon. 
He further added that Dr. Owen, Mead, 
Griffin, aud all the confiderable Noncon- 
formiſt Miniſters knew ek Conſpiracy. 


| y”— 
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The Duke of Monmonth's Firſt Ler- 
tertothe KING, mentioned, 
P. r51. of the foregoing Ac- 
COUNT. 


Us 


F I could have Writ to Your Maje#y 
ſooner, with any ſafety to my ſelf, Iwvonld 
eve done it, to have told you, Thet there 
is nothing under Heaven has ftruck me /o to 
the Heart, as to be put into 4 Proclamation 
for an Intextion of Murdring of Tos, Sir, 
axd the Duke. I do call Ged Almighty to 
Witneſs, end 1 wiſh I may Die this Mo- 
ment I amVWryiting if ever it entred into 
Head, or ever ſaid the leaſt thing to 
body that could = them fears —_ 
wiſh ſuch a Thing; I am ſare there cannot 
be ſuch Villains upon Barth to(ay I ever did. 
But I am ſo innocent to this point that F 
| will ſay no more of it, for I know God Ab 
| mighty is Juſt, and I do not doabt but hs 
| wall put it into Tour Heart, that I am clear 
of this moſt Horrid and Baſe Accuſation. 
But Sir, the Chief intent of this Letter zs 
to beg Pardon both of Tou, Sir, and the 
Duke, for the many things 1 have _ 
that 


= = 
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that have made you both angry with me: 

But more eſpecially of the Duke, tho I might 

have ſome juſtification for my ſelf that many 

People made me believe he intended to de- 

Froy mes for to Ton, Sir, I do proteſt before 

God Almighty, and I wiſh I may never proſ- 

per more That all I have done was only to , 

ſave Tou, as Tſhall convince Tour Majeſty | 

if ever I am ſo happy to ſpeak to You, and | 

1 hope Tou will let me ao it before it be © | 

long, for I have that to ſay to You, Sir, 

that will for ever I hope ſettle Tou quiet in 

Tour Kingdom, and the Duke after You, | 

whom I intend to ſerve to the uttermoſt of 

wy Power, and, Sir, to convince him that 

T will do ſo, if Tour Majeſty will give me | 

Tour Pardon, I will deliver my ſelf up into 

his Hands, that the Duke may bring me to 

Tou ; beſides, Sir, I ſhould be glad to bave | 

him by when I ſpeak to You, but no body 

elſe, and by this kindneſs of the Dukes, if 

ever I (hould do any thing afterwards a- 

gainſt him, I muſt be thought the ungrate- 

fulleſt Man livine, What good can it do 

Tow, Sir, to take Tour own Child's Life away 

that only Erred and ventured his Life to 

ſave Yours ? And beſides, Sir, I am ſure 1 

can be Serviceable to you,and if I may ſay ſo, 

make the reſt of Tour Life happy, or at leaſt | 

Contribute a great deal towards it, Tou 
may 


-— — =—t 
—— 


— 


— 


203 


may. believe me, Sir, for I do not tell Tou 
this out of Fear, but becauſe 1 40 think my 
ſelf ſure of it. I do beg of Tou, Sir, if 
Toeu have any thoughts of Mercy of me, that 
You will let me know it ſoon, for the ſooner 
T ſpeak to You the better. Ana now, Sir, 1 
ao Swear to Ton, that from this time, 1 
never will diſpleaſe You in any thing, but 
the whole Study of my Life ſhall be to ſhew 
how truly Penitent I am for having done it, 
and how well I will deſerve the Life You 
give me, And for the Duke that he may 
have a wore firm confidence of the ſervice I 
intend to do him, 1 do here Declare to Your 
Majefty, that I will never ask to ſee Tour 
Face more, if ever 1 do any thing againſt 


him, which is the greateſt Curſe I can lay 
upos my ſelf, 


Monmouth. 


O The 


— __— 
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The Duke of Monmouth's Second 
Letter to the KING, mention- 
ed P. 163 of the foregoing Ac- 


count. | 


O U muſt allow me, SIR, ſtil} to im- 
portune Von, not without hopes of pres. 
wailing at laſt upon Your Generoſity, ſo 4s. 
it may get the better of Tour Anger to me. 
1 am half diſtratted, Sir, with the Thoughts 
of having offended You ; and the Torment it 
gives me u« perhaps greater than Your for- 
giving Nature would know how to infi:@ up« 
0 the moſt Criminal Offenders : The Chara» 
ter I lye under is too heavy for me to bear ; 
even Death it ſelf would be a relief to me, 
could I hve it without the agaravation of 
leaving the World under Your Diſpleaſure : 
I muſt ther; fire throw my ſelf upon Your 
Compaſſinn, which beins a Virtue ſo agreee 
alle to Your Nature, [hope Your Child, Sir, 
will not be an unfortunate Inſtance of Your 
a-RYN7 it, whee "ris implored. I confeſs, 
S:r, I have been in fault, miſi'd, and ins 
ſeaxlis'y enraved in Thinos of which the 
Cor/cnvence was not enough underſtood by 
me: Tt I can ſay 1 never had a Criminal 
Thoug ht 


« a 
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Thought towards Your Majeſty, not pre- . 
tending by that to inſiſt upon an.abſolute Jus 
flification of my ſelf. Tour Majefty will con- 
ſider, that whilſt 1 was under the Appre- 
henſions of great Anger and Violence againſt 
me, it might capt corrupt my Judgment, 
and by ſeeing Things in awrong Light, be- 
fray me into very fatal Miſtakes : Bus wow 
that I have had time to recollef# my ſelf, eve« 
ry thing like a Fault towards Your Maje- 


# 


fty appeareth to me in ſuch a reproathin 
;aviſhing Shape, that I have Ty Remorſe. 


for it, which could it be ſeen, I aſſure my 
ſelf it would move Your Compaſſion to me. 
IT humbly beg, Sir, to be admitted to Your 
Feet, and to be diſpoſed of' as Ton diref?, 
ot only now, but F- the remainder of my 
BPife : And though my Reſignation # too full 
to admit any Reſerve, Your Maj-ſty will 
permit me to offer to You, whether You will 
let paſs any thing as a Penalty upon me, 
which may lay a Stain upon my Innocent 
Children? whether You will make me under- 
g0 the Ionominy of aTryal, before You give 
me Tour Pardon? And of what Ufe or Sa- 
tifattion it can be to Touto forgive me,and 
yet give me the cruel Puniſhment of hearing 
my ſelf. Arraigned for Treaſon againſt ſuch 
a King, and ſuch a Father ? And whether. 


my being carried to the Tower in caſe Tou 
O 2 be 
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be pleaſed 10 excuſe my Tryal, can have any 
Effelt but an unneceſſary Mortificat ion of 
One, who God knoweth is already enough af- 
fliGed, and ſome kind of blemifh too, to my 
Family, as well 2s an uſcleſs Limitation of 
Your Majeſties M:rcy ? SIR, I lay theſe 
things before Tou in the moſt ſubmitting 
manner that is poſſible, with an entire Re- 
fnation to what Tou ſhall determine. Net- 
ther ao I imagine to receive Tonr Paydon 
any otherwiſe than by the interceſſion of the 
Duke, whom Þ ackxowledge to have offended, 
ana 1 prepared Fo ſubmit my ſelf in the 
hambleſt manner , and therefore bes Your 
Aajeſty would air how Þ am to apply my 
ſelf to Him ;, and TI ſhall do it, not as an 
outward Form, but with all the Sincerity in 
the World. I wb it T have ſaid can move 
You to forvet my paſt Faults, it will be a 
Grace I ſh:!l en: ;vour t9 drferveby alt the 
Adtions of my Liſe: And I 1m fo ſenſible 
how i{/ a Guide my owa Will bath been to 
me, ih I am refolved for the futiire to put 
it entirely into 1gur Majeſties Hands, that 
T may by tha! means never commit a Fanlt 
but fir want of Torr Direttons or Your 
Cammanis, Deir S:r, be pleaſed to revive 
by 2 Rnd Anſorr the miſt miſerable diſe 


gonſolate Lreatnre now living, 
Monmouth. 
The 
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The Copy of a Letter tothe KING, 
Signed by the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, mentioned P. 167. of the 
foregoing Account. vN 


if I ſpould have leſſen'd the late Plot, 
and gone about to diſcredit the Evidence 
given againſt thoſe, who have died by Ju- 
ſtice. Tour Majeſty and the Duke know 
how [ngennouſly I have own'd the late Con- 
ſpiracy, and tho I was not conſcious of any 
Deſign againſÞ Tour Mijeſties Life, yet 1 
lament the having had ſo great a ſhare in 
the other part of the ſaid Conſpiracy. Sir, 1 
have taken the Lrberty to put this in Wri- 
ting for my own Vindication, and I beſeech 
You t9 lock forward, and endeavonr to for 
get the Faults You have forgiven me: I 
will take Care never to Commit any more 4- 
gainſt Ton, or come within the deer of be= 
ing again miſled from my Duty, but make 


I Have heard of ſome Reports of me, as 


it the buſineſs of my Life to deſerve the Par- 
aon Your Mijeſty hath Granted to Tour 
Dutiful. 


Monmouth. 


FINIS. 


The RC Houle | 
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